The incredibly forgiving and understanding nature of the Messenger became very obvic
during the final conquest of Makkah. He (saw) had ordered a complete news blockout so t
the people of Makkah would have no intimation of the coming attack and no time to prep
for battle. Hatib, one of the most trusted followers of the Prophet, secretly despatche
female messenger with a letter to Makkah containing news of the intended attack. 1
Prophet (saw) received news from heaven of Hatib’s action and sent ‘Ali and Al-Miqgdad w
instructions to go after her. They overtook the messenger, and after a long search discove
the letter. The Prophet (saw) summoned Hatib and asked him for an explanation.

Hatib replied, "O Messenger of Allah! I have no affinity of blood with Quraish; there is o
a kind of friendly relationship between them and myself. My family is at Makkah and ther
no one to look after it or to offer protection to it. My position stands in striking contras
that of the refugees whose families are secure due to their blood ties with Quraish. I felt 1
since I am not related to them, I should, for the safety of my children, earn their gratitude
doing good to them. I swear by Allah that I have not done this act as an apostate, forsak
Islam. I was prompted only by fear for my family’s safety."

Syyedina ‘Umar was furious and wanted to cut his head off as a hypocrite, but the Prog
(saw) accepted his excuse and granted him pardon. He then addressed “Umar saying: “H
is one of those who fought in the battle of Badr. How do you know that he is a hypocr
Allah is likely to look favourably on those who participated in that battle.” Turning then
Hatib, he said: "Do as you please, for I have forgiven you."

The magnanimity of the Prophet to friend and foe alike earned him the undying love of
those around him After the peaceful conquest of Makkah, the Prophet (saw) entered
beloved birthplace from which he had been forced to flee previously. He had seen his cl
friends and followers tortured and killed without mercy simply for following his relig
Today, those killers stood before him in defeat; he was the victor and could do as he plea
But he ordered no bloodshed or revenge. Instead, he asked them,

"0 you people of Quraish! What treatment do you think I am about to accord to you?"”
They replied: "O noble brother and son of noble brother! We expect nothing but goodi
from you.”

Upon this he said: "I speak to you in the same words as Yusuf spoke to his brothers: He s
"No reproach on you this day,” [Al-Qur'an 12:92] go your way, for you are freed ones.”

All the killers were pardoned. ‘Ikrimah bin Abu Jahl, who had attacked Khalid’s detachn
at the time of the entry into Makkah, was forgiven. Wahshi, the murderer of the Propt
beloved uncle Hamzah, and Hind, who had chewed Hamzah’s liver, were both comple
pardoned. The same generous treatment was given to Habar who had attacked the Propt
daughter with a spear so grievously that she ultimately died of the fatal injuries. The
chiefs of Quraish, who had led so many battles against the Muslims and who had encour:
the torture of Muslims, were pardoned once they had embraced Islam. They were Safwar
Umayyah and Fudalah bin ‘Umair. The latter had attempted to assassinate the Prophet w
he was performing Tawaf in the Holy Sanctuary. This incredible magnanimity ultims
converted a terrible hypocrite into a faithful and devout believer.



The Quran ascribes the most beautiful characteristics to the person of the Prophet (saw):
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O Prophet! Lo! We have sent thee as a witness and a bringer of good tidings and a warner.
(Surah Al Ahzab 33:45)

The faith preached and practised by the Messenger was described as a good news and a light-
giving lamp. He set a perfect example in his own life of a Muslim father, husband, friend,
merchant, statesman, judge, soldier, teacher, ruler and much much more. He was a living
Quran, proving that the word of Allah was not merely a Book of incantations but a practical
handbook of guidance for all aspects of man’s life. An even greater achievement of the
Prophet [saw] was that he did not live by the Quran on his own but created a dynamic
community of believers devoted to Allah, His Book and His Messenger. The community of
Companions who studied from him went on to spread the word in dozens of countries which
have remained Muslim to this day. This lone man made immense sacrifices and suffered
dreadfully so that the religion of Allah may spread, and to him the Muslims owe a great deal
of gratitude and debt. Their love for him must be intense and complete, as on it rests their
salvation.
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Chapter 3
IMPORTANCE OF THE SUNNAH

Imam Malik said: I was told that the Prophet [saw] said, “I am leaving among you two
things. You will not go astray as long as you hold to them fast: The Book of Allah and
my Sunnah.”

(Agreed Upon)

It is evident from this narration that Muslims should follow the Quran and the Sunnabh if they
wish to save themselves from being misled by Satan.

Sunnah literally means ‘way’ or ‘path’ but in Islamic terminology, this usually means the
way of the Prophet [saw]. It refers to the practical examples of his life and the instructions he
gave to his companions about the way to implement Islam in their lives. The Sunnah of the
Prophet [saw] combines the following categories:

a) All the sayings of the Prophet [saw]

b) All his actions.

c) All those matters done in his presence to which he showed his approval, or did
not show his displeasure.

The word ‘Hadith’ (pl. Ahadith) is commonly used as a synonym for Sunnah. The early
scholars of Hadith devoted their lives to acquiring this knowledge in great depth, and through
their efforts the Sunnah of the Prophet [saw] was preserved in the written form. Of the
numerous collections of Hadith extant today, the following seven are the most important:

1. Sahih of Imam Bukhari (Muhammad b. Isma’il, d.256 A.H.))
2. Sahih of Imam Muslim (Muslim b. Hajjaj, d.261 A.H.)

3. Sunan of Imam Nasa’i (Ahmad b. Shu’aib, d.303 A.H.)

4. Sunan of Abu Da’wud (Sulaiman b. Ash’ath, d.275 A .H.)

5. Sunan of Tirmidhi (Muhammad b. ‘Isa, d. 279 A.H.)

6. Sunan of Ibn Majah (Muhammad b. Yazid, d.273 A.H.)

7. Mu’atta of Imam Malik b. Anas (d. 179 A.H.)

These collections are known by the names of their compilers, and it is a common custom
when quoting a Hadith to give a reference indicating the compilation in which it occurs. The
reference “Agreed upon” (Muttafiq Alaihi) refers to the fact that the Hadith in question is to
be found in both Sahih Al Bukhari and Sahih Muslim.

Islamic Shariah (Law) is derived from four main sources, which are the Quran, Sunnah, Ijma’
(Consensus) and Qiyas (Analogy). The Sunnah thus plays a vital role in formulating Islamic
Law. Both the Quran and the Sunnah are derived from divine revelation to Prophet
Muhammad [saw] through Archangel Jibreel. The Quran is the text of this revelation, and the
Sunnah is the practical implementation of it. To reject either is to reject Islam. Allah
Almighty has said about the Prophet,
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Nor doth he speak of (his own) desire. (3) It is naught save an inspiration that is inspired, (4)
(Surah An Najm 53:3-4)

The Sunnah is in a unique position to the Quran as it supports and confirms Quranic verses,
elaborates on matters mentioned only briefly by the Quran, and legislates on matters not
mentioned in the Quran. There are a variety of subjects which the Quran mentions only
briefly, leaving it to the Sunnah to explain the finer details. Prayer, wudu, zakah, fasting and
hajj are all examples of this category. For example, the Quran exhorts believers,
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O ye who believe! When ye rise up for prayer, wash your faces, and your hands up to
the elbows, and lightly rub your heads and (wash) your feet up to the ankles. And if ye
are unclean, purlify yourselves. And if ye are sick or on a journey, or one of you cometh
from the closet, or ye have had contact with women, and ye find not water, then go to
clean, high ground and rub your faces and your hands with some of it. Allah would not
place a burden on you, but He would purify you and would perfect His grace upon you,
that ye may give thanks. (6)

(Surah Al Ma’ida 5:6)

The detailed manner of performing wudu as well as the circumstances which nullify it are not
explained by the Quran and can only be found in the Sunnah. Similarly, the Quran repeatedly
exhorts believers to pray and it mentions the basic components of prayer such as ruku’
(bowing), sujood (prostration) and du’a. But it was left to the Prophet [saw] to explain the
minutiae of prayer from the first takbeer to the salaam, the numbers of rak’ahs for each
prayer, their precise time-scales, and the correct du’as for each position of prayer. Without
the Sunnah, the Muslims would have no set formula for their daily Salah, and the beautiful,
even rows of worshippers praying together in unison would not be possible.

Zakah is mentioned again and again by the Quran, but merely as a simple order:
(£7) Comnsi3N a1 928515 8 58300 5305 5 5 sTiall § sadl g
Establish worship, pay the poor-due, and bow your heads with those who bow (in

worship).(43)
(Surah Al Baqarah 2:43)
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The details of zakah, such as factors of Nisab (minimum quality), types of goods on which
zakah has to be paid, and time factors are all explained in great detail by the Sunnah.

The fasting of Ramadan is also mentioned only briefly by the Quran:

-
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O ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed for you, even as it was prescribed for those before
you, that ye may ward off (evil); (183)
(Surah Al Baqarah 2:183)

The finer details of fasting can only be found in the Sunnah. These include the importance of
eating a Suhoor meal, the lawful and the prohibited during the fast, what to do on eating by
mistake, a description of the immense rewards promised to those who fast, the recommended
du’as for Ramadan, Tarawih prayers, the importance of Laylatul Qadr, and the injunctions
regarding Eid celebrations.

Another example is that of the Hajj, which is a major collective act requiring an extensive
body of literature to explain its many rituals, the dates and times of these rituals, different
types of Hajj, exemptions and penalties, commandments about the Sacrifice, recommended
du’as, Talbiyyah, commandments regarding Ihram, shaving of the head, and much more. The
Quran mentions the Hajj only briefly, leaving it to the Sunnah to fill in the details.

The above examples thus show quite clearly that anyone who questions the importance of the
Sunnah or abandons it altogether will have great difficulty in fulfilling some of the most basic
requirements of Islam. But the Sunnah does more than elaborate on the Quran, as it also
introduces new legislations not found in the Book of Allah. At times the Prophet [saw] was
forced to do his own Ijtihad [Independent Judgement] while waiting for revelation in a
difficult situation. If his ijtihad was incorrect, Allah Almighty would correct him through the
Quran. For example, when he prayed the Janaza prayer for Abdullah bin Ubayy, the leader of
the hypocrites, the following verse was revealed:
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And never (O Muhammad) pray for one of them who dieth, nor stand by his grave. Lo! they

disbelieved in Allah and His messenger, and they died while they were evil-doers. (84)
(Surah At Tawba 9:84)

The Prophet (saw) once vowed never to eat honey after a dispute between his wives but Allah
Almighty quickly corrected him:
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O Prophet! Why bannest thou that which Allah hath made lawful for thee, seeking to please
thy wives? And Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. (1)
(Surah At Tahreem 66:1)

After the Battle of Badr the Prophet (saw) accepted ransom from the Makkan captives and
freed them. Allah Almighty then revealed:
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It is not for any prophet to have captives until he hath made slaughter in the land. Ye
desire the lure of this world and Allah desireth (for you) the Hereafter, and Allah is
Mighty, Wise. (67)

(Surah Al Anfal 8:67)

Aside from these few and minor corrections, there is a huge compendium of legislation and
commandments introduced by the Prophet [saw] which are part of the Islamic corpus. He
urged his followers to use the Miswak [natural tooth stick] regularly, saying: “Were it not for
the hardship it would cause my Ummah, I would have ordered them to use the siwak before
every prayer.” The Prophet also added a number of voluntary prayers to the corpus of
worship, such as tahajjud (night prayer), witr, eclipse prayer, prayer for rain, and istikhara
(seeking Allah’s help). To the laws of zakah he added Zakat-ul-Fitr, which is payable in
Ramadan before Eid, and must be paid on behalf of each and every individual in the house.
To wudu he added permission to perform masah [wiping] over socks with time limitations.
He also gave detailed instructions regarding financial transactions, Riba al-fadl, mortgages,
lending money, endowments (waqf) and other land issues. The Sunnah also contains
extensive advice on marital matters, such as the reasons for which spouses should be chosen,
engagements, polygamy and its restrictions, relations forbidden in marriage, divorce,
annulment, rights of divorcees and issues related to the successful raising of children. In
matters of food, he forbade the eating of the flesh of donkeys, birds with claws and beasts
with canine teeth. He also gave rulings regarding legal matters, testimonies, advice for the
judge, wills and gifts.

Despite the fact that the Sunnah is one of the two primary components of Islamic Law, some
Muslims are foolhardy enough to decry it as unimportant. Such an attitude can take its
proponent outside the pale of Islam. The Prophet [saw] himself warned his followers
regarding this issue, as he once told Al Migdam Ma’dikareb:

“Soon a man from you, seated well on his cushion, will say about my hadith, ‘Between us and
you is the Book of Allah. Whatever is halal in it we shall take as permitted. And whatever is
haram in it we shall take as prohibited.” Beware! Whoever rejects any of my sayings, he
rejects Allah. Indeed the Messenger of Allah has prohibited things similar to those prohibited
by Allah.”

The Quran has also urged Muslims again and again to seek guidance from both the Quran
and Sunnah.
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O ye who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the messenger and those of you who are i
authority; and if ye have a dispute concerning any matter, refer it to Allah and the messenge
if ye are (in truth) believers in Allah and the Last Day. That is better and more seemly ii
the end. (59)

(Surah An Nisaa 4:59)

Anas reported that the Prophet [saw] once said, “I have left among you two things and yor

will never go astray as long as you abide by them. They are the Book of Allah and m
Sunnah.”

It is well known that the best people from the Muslim ummah were the Sahaba, the
Companions of the Prophet, who met him, learned from him, and obeyed his injunctions tc
the letter. Their devotion to the Prophet was intense, and after his death they clung to the
Sunnah just as he had ordered.

Once Abdullah b. Mas’ud quoted the following hadith during a sermon: “May Allah curse
the women who tattoo their bodies, those who pluck their eyebrows, those who make spaces
between their teeth (for beauty), and those who change the creation of Allah.”

A woman called Umm Yaqub from the tribe of Banu Asad heard of his talk and came to him,
saying, ‘O Abu Abdul Rahman. It was reported to me that you have cursed such-and-such
women!’

He replied, ‘Why should I not curse whom the Prophet cursed and who is also cursed in the
Book of Allah?’

She said, ‘I have read all that is contained between the two covers (i.e. the Quran) but I did
not find this verse.’

Ibn Mas’ud replied, “Had you read it well, you would have discovered it. Did you not read
this verse, “So take what the messenger gives to you, and abstain from whatever he forbids.”
(Al Hashr 59:7)

The Companions of the Prophet [saw] clung tenaciously to the example of their beloved
Messenger, making his life a model for their own as commanded by Allah Almighty. It is the
duty of Muslims in all ages and in all walks of life to do the same as well.

Immediately after the death of the Prophet, the Muslim community was confronted with three
major divisive challenges which had the potential to disunite and fragment the community.
However, Syyedina Abu Bakr settled them amicably in the light of guidance left by the
Prophet. The first issue was related to the appointment of the Khalifah. A large number of
Mubhajirin [those who emigrated from Makkah to Madina] and Ansar [the original inhabitants
of Madina] gathered in Saqifa Bani Sa’ida where an argument developed on this issue. The
Ansar proposed that the Khalifah should be chosen from either of the two communities, but
Abu Bakr reminded them that the Prophet [saw] had said, “Imams will be from the Quraysh
as long as they have understanding of the religion.” The Ansar conceded to his argument
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immediately. Syyedina Umar then proposed the name of Abu Bakr as Khalifah. This was
accepted unanimously by everyone present, and later all the inhabitants of Madina gave the
oath of allegiance to their first Khalifah.

The second issue related to the issue of the place of the Prophet’s burial. Abu Bakr put an end
to the debate by quoting from the Prophet [saw]: “A Prophet is buried where he takes his
final breath.” The Prophet was thus buried in the apartment of his wife, Umm al Mu’mineen
Aisha, where he had died.

The third issue was related to the legacy left by the Prophet. When his daughter Fatima asked
for her share of the inheritance, Abu Bakr reminded her of her father’s words: “We, the
community of the Prophets, do not leave an inheritance. Whatever we leave behind is
charity.” Fatima accepted the decision.

Another example of a ruling taken from the Sunnah concerns infectious diseases. Following
news of the conquest of Syria, Umar advanced to Damascus with a number of Companions.
On reaching the outskirts of the Syrian town of ‘Amwas, they heard the news of a plague in
the town. Umar consulted the Companions as to whether or not they should enter the town,
but the ensuing discussion came to an end when Abdul Rahman b. ‘Awf quoted the Prophet:
“If you are in a community where an epidemic breaks out, do not move outside it. And if you
are outside it when the epidemic breaks out, do not enter it.” Accordingly Umar ordered his
people to retreat. Someone remarked to him, ‘Umar! Do you run away from a destiny decreed
by Allah?” Umar replied, ‘Yes, we run away from one destiny decreed by Allah to another
destiny decreed by Allah.” Such was the wisdom of the Prophet [saw] that centuries ago
introduced the concept of quarantine regulations.

These few examples illustrate the importance attached to the Sunnah by the Companions -
may Allah be pleased with them all- and the obedience with which they followed prophetic
injunctions. The Sunnah was treated neither as mundane nor as optional but as holy and
obligatory. Just as the Companions rushed to learn and implement the Quran, so they rushed
to acquaint themselves with and enforce the Sunnah. At the same time, the Quran and Sunnah
were never understood or applied by the early Muslims in isolation but in context. For
example, the Quran ordains that the hand of the thief be cut off as punishment. However,
during the Caliphate of Syyedina Umar, the Muslims suffered a terrible drought that led to
incredible suffering and poverty. Umar immediately suspended the hadd penalty for theft,
saying that as he could not provide for his people’s need for food, he would not punish them
for trying to fulfil this basic need themselves.

Umar knew that the basic duty of Shariah is to provide justice for the citizens of the country,
and that by enforcing the hadd penalty in a time of drought and poverty, this principle of
justice would be lost. There is a great lesson in this for modern scholars and interpreters, who
often apply Quranic injunctions without understanding the principles behind them.
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Chapter 1
PROPHET IBRAHIM

The events concerning Ibrahim, Messenger of Allah, have been narrated in twenty five surahs
of the Quran. He is respected and honoured by all three monotheistic religions: Islam,
Christianity and Judaism. His life was the epitome of devoutness to Allah, ceaseless efforts to
please Allah and commitment to convincing the people around him of the truth.

Ibrahim was born and brought up in Babylonia (Iraq), among the people of Ur, where his
father Azar earned a living by carving statues out of wood and stone to be used in worship.
The people had abandoned the worship of one God and many of them now worshipped
statues. Others worshipped celestial bodies such as the sun, moon, stars and planets, while
others in the country worshipped their kings and leaders.

Ibrahim watched his father carving the idols out of stone with his own hands and then placing
them in the temple where people gathered to pray, bow, cry and implore their requests. The
temple was full of idols of all shapes and sizes. Ancient traditions relate an incident when
Ibrahim was still a little boy. His father made a statue with very long ears and at Ibrahim’s
queries told him that the idol was Mardukh, god of gods. His long ears symbolized his deep
and extensive knowledge. Ibrahim was only seven years old, but he began to laugh as the idol
reminded him of donkeys in the street. Thus from a very early age, Ibrahim began to be
aware of the idiocy and fallacy of idol-worship, and he rejected it completely.
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(Remember) when Abraham said unto his father Azar: Takest thou idols for gods? Lo! I see
thee and thy folk in error manifest. (74) Thus did We show Abraham the kingdom of the
heavens and the earth that he might be of those possessing certainty: (75) When the night
grew dark upon him he beheld a star. He said: This is my Lord. But when it set, he said: 1
love not things that set. (76) And when he saw the moon uprising, he exclaimed: This is my
Lord. But when it set, he said: Unless my Lord guide me, I surely shall become one of the folk
who are astray. (77) And when he saw the sun uprising, he cried: This is my Lord! This is
greater! And when it set he exclaimed: O my people! Lo! I am free from all that ye associate
(with Him). (78) Lo! I have turned my face toward Him Who created the heavens and the
earth, as one by nature upright, and I am not of the idolaters. (79)

(Surah Al An’am 6:74-79)
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1. While still very young, Ibrahim argued with his father about the fallacy of worshipping
heavenly bodies such as the stars and moon which shone brightly at night, only to fade away
when the sun appeared. These celestial bodies were obviously created and controlled by a
powerful authority which caused them to appear and disappear according to set patterns.
Logic demanded that this Creator be worshipped, not His creation.

2. Ibrahim dissociated himself completely from the Shirk of his people and announced
himself to be a ‘Hanif’[ lit: one who submits himself totally to Allah]. The word ‘Hanif’ is
used again by the Quran to describe Ibrahim:
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O People of the Scripture! Why will ye argue about Abraham, when the Torah and the
Gospel were not revealed till after him? Have ye then no sense? (65) Lo! ye are those who
argue about that whereof ye have some knowledge: Why then argue ye concerning that
whereof ye have no knowledge? Allah knoweth. Ye know not. (66) Abraham was not a Jew,
nor yet a Christian; but he was an upright man who had surrendered (to Allah), and he was
not of the idolaters. (67) Lo! those of mankind who have the best claim to Abraham are those
who followed him, and this Prophet and those who believe (with him); and Allah is the
Protecting Guardian of the believers. (68)

(Surah Aal Imran 3:65-68)

The Jews and Christians claimed that Ibrahim was a Jew and a Christian respectively, but
Allah Almighty rejects their claims. How can Ibrahim have belonged to either of these two
religions when he lived centuries before the birth of both of them. He was instead a Hanif, a
true believer in pure monotheism.
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And make mention (O Muhammad) in the Scripture of Abraham. Lo! he was a saint, a
prophet. (41) When he said unto his father: O my father! Why worshippest thou that which
heareth not nor seeth, nor can in aught avail thee? (42) O my father! Lo! there hath come



unto me of knowledge that which came not unto thee. So follow me, and I will lead thee on a
right path. (43) O my father! Serve not the devil. Lo! the devil is a rebel unto the Beneficent.
(44) O my father! Lo! I fear lest a punishment from the Beneficent overtake thee so that thou
become a comrade of the devil. (45) He said: Rejectest thou my gods, O Abraham? If thou
cease not, I shall surely stone thee. Depart from me a long while! (46) He said: Peace be
unto thee! I shall ask forgiveness of my Lord for thee. Lo! He was ever gracious unto me. (47)
[ shall withdraw from you and that unto which ye pray beside Allah, and I shall pray unto my
Lord. It may be that, in prayer unto my Lord, I shall not be unblest. (48)

(Surah Maryam 19:41-48)

Just as Ibrahim had rejected the worship of bright celestial bodies in the sky, so he rejected
the worship of inanimate figures of wood and stone which were helpless and lifeless. He tried
to dissuade his father from idolatory, and his discussions show that he did so with great
wisdom, gentleness and courage. He did not mock or ridicule his father but spoke to him with
kindness and affection. He knew that the idol-worshippers would ultimately be punished by
Allah and he desperately wished to save his father from this fate. But Azar was stubborn and
became angry, threatening to stone Ibrahim if he did not leave. Ibrahim did leave some time
later but promised to pray to Allah to forgive his father. Later however, he realized that idol-
worshippers would never be forgiven by Allah, so he dissociated himself totally from them.
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The prayer of Abraham for the forgiveness of his father was only because of a promise he
had promised him, but when it had become clear unto him that he (his father) was an enemy
to Allah he (Abraham) disowned him. Lo! Abraham was soft of heart, long-suffering. (114)
(Surah At Tawba 9:114)
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And, by Allah, I shall circumvent your idols after ye have gone away and turned your backs.

(57) Then he reduced them to fragments, all save the chief of them, that haply they might
have recourse to it. (58) They said: Who hath done this to our gods? Surely it must be some
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evil-doer. (59) They said: We heard a youth make mention of them, who is called Abraham.
(60) They said: Then bring him (hither) before the people’s eyes that they may testify. (61)
They said: Is it thou who hast done this to our gods, O Abraham? (62) He said: But this, their
chief hath done it. So question them, if they can speak. (63) Then gathered they apart and
said: Lo! ye yourselves are the wrong-doers. (64) And they were utterly confounded, and they
said: Well thou knowest that these speak not. (65) He said: Worship ye then instead of Allah
that which cannot profit you at all, nor harm you? (66) Fie on you and all that ye worship
instead of Allah! Have ye then no sense? (67) They cried: Burn him and stand by your gods,
if ye will be doing. (68) We said: O fire, be coolness and peace for Abraham, (69) And they
wished to set a snare for him, but We made them the greater losers. (70 )

(Surah Al Anbiyaa 21:57-70)
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Then said: Lo! I feel sick! (89) And they turned their backs and went away from him. (90)
Then turned he to their gods and said: Will ye not eat? (91) What aileth you that ye speak
not? (92) Then he attacked them, striking with his right hand. (93) And (his people) came
toward him, hastening. (94) He said: Worship ye that which ye yourselves do carve (95)
When Allah hath created you and what ye make? (96) They said: Build for him a building
and fling him in the red-hotfire. (97) And they designed a snare for him, but We made them
the undermost. (98)

(Surah As Saffat 37:89-98)

A great celebration was taking place on the banks of the river and the whole city was being
deserted as the people flocked to the river bank. They asked Ibrahim to join them but he
pretended to be unwell and so was left behind. He waited until the city was empty and went
to the grand temple carrying a sharp axe. The temple also stood deserted as all the priests
were participating in the festival. It was filled with idols of different sizes and shapes,
each representing a different god. In front of them lay trays of food, left by the people as
offerings to their gods. Ibrahim approached one of these idols and sarcastically asked it why
it was not eating its meal which was now getting cold. Receiving no answer he asked again
for a reply. He then raised his axe and began to smash all the idols in the temple except the
largest one. Once his work was finished, he hung the axe around the neck of the large idol
and returned home.

The people of Ur returned to their city to find their temple full of broken statues. Ibrahim was
arrested and placed on public trial. He was asked to admit to the destruction, but he replied
that they should question the biggest idol which had been found with the compromising axe
around its neck. The destruction had to have been his doing. The interrogators replied that
Ibrahim knew very well that the idols were incapable of speech or movement, and so could
not be held responsible. This was the cue Ibrahim was waiting for, and with great wisdom he
pounced on it. You have admitted of your own volition that the idols are inanimate and

100



helpless, he argued, so how can you justify worshipping them? The spectators realized the
foolishness of their beliefs, but most of them were too arrogant to admit it and the decision
was taken to burn Ibrahim alive. A huge pit was dug and fuel was collected for days. The
firewood was ignited and as its flames began to lick the sky, Ibrahim’s hands and feet were
tied and he was catapulted into the pit. According to a hadith recorded in Bukhari, Ibrahim
recited the following prayer repeatedly while waiting to be thrown into the fire: “For me
Allah is Sufficient and He is the best Disposer of affairs.”

His prayer was accepted and the Almighty commanded the fire to be cool for Ibrahim. As he
fell into the fire, it was as if he was being lowered gently into a cool garden. The flames
continued to burn around him, but not a spark touched Ibrahim. He sat in the middle of the
inferno feeling cool and comfortable. When the fire finally died down, the people were
shocked to see Ibrahim emerge from it unscathed. But the incident served only to strengthen
their hatred for him.
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Bethink thee not of him who had an argument with Abraham about his Lord, because Allah
had given him the kingdom; how, when Abraham said: My Lord is He Who giveth life and
causeth death, he answered: I give life and cause death. Abraham said: Lo! Allah causeth the
sun to rise in the East, so do thou cause it to come up from the West. Thus was the disbeliever
abashed. And Allah guideth not wrongdoing folk. (258)

(Surah Al Baqarah 2:258)

King Namrud (Nimrod), King of Ur in Chaldea (Babylonia), was infuriated when he heard of
Ibrahim’s safe escape from the fire. He feared that such a miracle could cause his own claim
to divinity to be challenged by Ibrahim and summoned him to the palace for a confrontation.
When Ibrahim declared that Allah alone had the Power to give life and cause death, the King
arrogantly boasted that he too could do the same. He was referring to the fact that as King, he
had sole authority in the land to condemn people to death or pardon them. Ibrahim rejoined
that as Allah caused the sun to rise from the East, the King should make it rise from the West.
Namrud was left speechless by this reasoning and the debate came to an end.

E. Ibrahim decided that the time had come to leave his people, so he emigrated with the only
two people who had believed in Allah: his wife Sarah and his nephew Lut. Lut was later sent
as a Prophet to the despicable people of Sodom and Gomorrah. Ibrahim travelled through
Babylonia to Palestine and then to Egypt, calling the people he met to the worship of one
Lord. During his journey to Egypt an important incident took place which is recounted in the
following hadith recorded in Sahih al Bukhari:

Abu Hurayra narrated that Allah’s Apostle had said: “Abraham did not tell a lie except on

three occasions. Twice for the Sake of Allah, when he said, “I am sick” , and “I have not done
this but the great idol has done it.” The third was that while Abraham and Sarah were on a
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Journey, they passed through the territory of a tyrant. Someone said to the tyrant, “This man
( i.e. Abraham) is accompanied by a very beautiful lady.” So, he sent for Abraham and asked
him about Sarah, saying, “Who is this lady?” Abraham said, “She is my sister.” Abraham
went to Sarah and said. “O Sarah! There are no believers on the surface of the earth except
you and me. This man asked me about you and I have told him that you are my sister, so do
not contradict my statement.”

The tyrant then summoned Sarah but when he tried to take hold of her with his hand, his
hand became stiff and he was unable to move it. He asked Sarah, “Pray to Allah for me, and
I shall not harm you.” So Sarah asked Allah to cure him and he was cured.

He tried to take hold of her for the second time, but his hand became as stiff or worse than
before, leaving him even more confused. He again requested Sarah, “Pray to Allah for me,
and I will not harm you.” Sarah asked Allah again and he was cured.

He then called one of his guards (who had brought her) and said, “You have not brought me
a human being but have brought me a devil.”

The tyrant then gave Hajar as a servant girl to Sarah. Sarah came back to Abraham while he
was praying. Abraham, gesturing with his hand, asked, “What has happened?” She replied,
“Allah has ruined the evil plot of the infidel (or immoral person) and has given me Hajar for
service.”

Abu Hurayra then addressed his listeners saying, “That (Hajar) was your mother, O Bani
Ma’-is-Sama (i.e. the Arabs, the descendants of Ishmael, Hajar’s son).”
(Bukhari )

When the King allowed Sarah to leave, he gave her a woman called Hajirah as a servant.
Sarah was old and sterile, and the couple had no children. She decided to present Hajirah to
Ibrahim as his second wife, and Hajirah later gave birth to Ibrahim’s first son Ismail when
Ibrahim was 86 years of age!

F. Ibrahim settled in Palestine with his two wives but he was commanded by Allah to take
Hajirah and the infant Ismail to the barren and unpopulated valley of Makkah. This important
incident is fleetingly and incorrectly referred to as “the wilderness of Paran” in the Bible
(Genesis 21:21). Ismail thus became the founding ancestor of the Arabs in Makkah, and
Prophet Muhammad [saw] was able to trace his genealogy directly back to Prophet Ibrahim
through him. Ibrahim took his wife and baby son to Makkah and immediately returned to
Sarah in Palestine. One can barely imagine the pain he must felt at having to abandon his
wife and baby in a deserted valley with no food or water. But he was a Prophet of Allah and
had complete trust in his Lord. As he left he prayed for them,
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Our Lord! Lo! I have settled some of my posterity in an uncultivable valley near unio Thy
holy House, our Lord! that they may establish proper worship; so incline some hearts of men
that they may yearn toward them, and provide Thou them with fruits in order that they may
be thankful. (37) Our Lord! Lo! Thou knowest that which we hide and that which we
proclaim. Nothing in the earth or in the heaven is hidden from Allah. (38)

(Surah Ibrahim 14:37-38)

The miraculous incident of the emergence of the blessed spring of Zamzam water took place
in Makkah. Hajirah was standing in a barren valley overlooked on both ends by two
mountains called As Safaa and Al Marwa. Desperately seeking water and help, she ran up
and down the valley and the two mountains seven times. This desperate run of hers is
remembered by millions of Muslims every year when they perform the Sa’ee (walking seven
times between As Safaa and Al Marwa) during both the Hajj and Umrah. After her seventh
run she noticed an angel digging the sand near her son until water gushed out. This spring of
water known as Zamzam produces water to this day in Makkah.

Some time later, a native Arab tribe called Jurhum were passing that way and asked Hajirah
for permission to settle down near the oasis. A community thus became established in
Makkah. The Jurhum spoke pure, unadulterated Arabic and Ismail grew up in their company,
learning to speak the Arabic language from them. Prophet Muhammad [saw] was a direct
descendant of Ismail and spoke the same pure dialect of Arabic.

G. Ibrahim would sometimes return to Makkah from Palestine to see his family. During one
of these trips he and Ismail were commanded to build the Ka’ba, the House of Allah, in
Makkah. “Then they raised the foundations of the House. Ismail brought the stones while
Ibrahim built, and when the walls became high, Ismail brought this stone and put it
for Ibrahim, who stood on it and carried on building. As Ismail handed him the stones,
both recited, “Our Lord! Accept this service from us. Verily, you are the All Hearer, the
All Knower.”

(Sahih al Bukhari)

Ibrahim stood on a stone and built the walls, while Ismail fetched the stones. It was such a
mammoth task that Ibrahim’s footprints became imprinted on the stone on which he stood.
This stone is known as Maqam Ibrahim and is kept on display near the Ka’ba. Pilgrims
performing Hajj or Umrah have been ordered to pray two rak’ahs of prayer near it when they
have completed the Tawaf of the Ka’ba.
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And when We made the House (at Mecca) a resort for mankind and sanctuary, (saying): Take
as your place of worship the place where Abraham stood (to pray). And We imposed a duty
upon Abraham and Ishmael, (saying): Purify My house for those who go around and those
who meditate therein and those who bow down and prostrate themselves (in worship). (125)
(Surah al Bagarah 2:125).

103



H.
P.\.‘A@_h.i@w(\~~)M‘UAUSG_\AL—U(QQ)U’)%&M“AJ‘A‘MMUA‘J’-
dl&6}‘4&)&&@4\@\@@‘@gJ\ua\wudHuiu‘m&Mﬁ(\~
Al ‘A% Ldu!l.dﬁ(h\‘)wyadﬂga&)\f'b.uu\u.'m“)a‘g.ahd:ﬁ!u.ﬂ
u\(\~°)UAMAAS\6JMJ\ASU\U9JS‘MMJS(\~i)a.|.hb.|hu\4_u.\_i\9(\~
(\~A)UAJA\J\U£MGMS)AJ(\ V)e.\h:c.mﬂ\'_ﬁ.m\g(\ W)MHJJA\JQ\.\
(V1Y) Galasall Gatee ra u(n )M\aﬁm\.\s(\.&)gu\éagu

P

(V1Y) Esaliall i Ll (gl 4575

And he said: Lo! I am going unto my Lord Who will guide me. (99) My Lord! Vouchs:
of the righteous. (100) So We gave him tidings of a gentle son. (101) And when (his so
old enough to walk with him, (Abraham) said: O my dear son, I have seen in a dream
must sacrifice thee. So look, what thinkest thou? He said: O my father! Do that whic
art commanded. Allah willing, thou shalt find me of the steadfast. (102) Then, when th
both surrendered (to Allah), and he had flung him down upon his face, (103) We calle
him: O Abraham! (104) Thou hast already fulfilled the vision. Lo! thus do We rewa
good. (105) Lo! that verily was a clear test. (106) Then We ransomed him with a treme
victim. (107) And We left for him among the later folk (the salutation): (108) Peace b
Abraham! (109) Thus do We reward the good. (110) Lo! he is one of Our believing s
(111) And we gave him tidings of the birth of Isaac, a prophet of the righteous. (112)
(Surah As Saffat 37:99-112)

1. This is the famous incident of the sacrifice. Ibrahim had prayed to Allah for vi
offspring, and this prayer had been granted. His son Ismail was extremely virtuou
patient. While the boy was still young, Ibrahim saw a dream in which he was sacrifici
most precious possession, his only son. When he related this dream, Ismail immec
consented to be sacrificed without the slightest hesitation. The Quran uses the word ‘As
to describe the complete surrendering of both father and son to the dictates of their Lorc
words Islam and Muslim are both derivatives of this verb; Islam is the religi
unconditional obedience to Allah, and a Muslim is someone who submits himself entit
Allah. The claim of the Jews and Christians that Ibrahim followed their religions is er
false, as Ibrahim’s life was dedicated to obeying Allah.
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Abraham was not a Jew, nor yet a Christian; but he was an upright man whe
surrendered (to Allah), and he was not of the idolaters. (67) Lo! those of mankind who
the best claim to Abraham are those who followed him, and this Prophet and those
believe (with him); and Allah is the Protecting Guardian of the believers. (68)

(Surah Aal Imran 3:67-68)
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2. Ibrahim placed his son’s head on a stone and sharpened his knife for the sacrifice. But
Allah Almighty substituted Ismail for a ram which was sacrificed, an incident which is
commemorated annually by millions of Muslims all over the globe on the festival of Eid al
Adha, when each household offers an animal such as a sheep or camel in sacrifice.

Ibrahim was then given the god news of another son, Ishaaq (Isaac), who would also be a
Prophet. Ishaaq was born to Sarah in Palestine when Ismail was already 14 years old.

It is well known that the numerous editors of the Bible have changed both the Old and New
Testaments extensively over the centuries. One of their aims in doing so was to eradicate any
references to Makkah and the Arabs. The accounts of Ibrahim’s travels from Palestine to
Makkah were removed completely, and the object of the sacrifice became Ishaaq instead of
Ismail. Yet despite all the alterations the Bible has witnessed, it still contains some original
evidence to show that the boy to be sacrificed was Ismail but his name was later substituted
with that of Ishaaq. The Bible narrates that God asked Abraham to sacrifice his ‘only son,’
contradicting the Bible’s own claim that Isaac was to be sacrificed, as Isaac was born 14
years after the birth of Ismail. This proves that the incident of the sacrifice must have taken
place before Isaac’s birth when Ismail was the only child in the family.

“And He said, take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom then lovest and get thee in the
land of Moriah and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I
will tell thee of.”

(Genesis 22/22)

The incident of the sacrifice probably took place at the hill of Marwah in Makkah, but
the editors of the Bible changed this to “Moriah” in order to remove any connections
with Makkah. (For further details, please refer to Maulana Hamiduddin Farahi’s (d. 1930)
scholarly treatise entitled, ‘The correct opinion about who was to be sacrificed.’)

3. After the incident of the sacrifice, Ibrahim was declared by the Quran to be a Muhsin
(someone who fulfills the commandments of Allah in the best possible way). He was also
rewarded with the good news of another son, Ishaaq (Isaac).
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And We bestowed upon him Isaac, and Jacob as a grandson. Each of them We made
righteous. (72) And We made them chiefs who guide by Our command, and We inspired in
them the doing of good deeds and the right establishment of worship and the giving of alms,
and they were worshippers of Us (alone). (73)

(Surah Al Anbiyaa 21:72-73)

Ibrahim was also given the promise that many of his descendants through his two sons would
be Prophets of Allah, a promise that culminated in Muhammad [saw], seal of the Prophets.
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And We bestowed upon him Isaac and Jacob; each of them We guided; and Noah did We
guide aforetime; and of his seed (We guided) David and Solomon and Job and Joseph and
Moses and Aaron. Thus do We reward the good. (84) And Zachariah and John and Jesus and
Elias. Each one (of them) was of the righteous. (85) And Ishmael and Elisha and Jonah and
Lot. Each one of them did We prefer above (Our) creatures, (86)

(Surah Al An’am 6:84-86)
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And Our messengers cam unto Abraham with good news. They said: Peace! He answered:
Peace! and delayed not to bring a roasted calf. (69) And when he saw their hands reached
not to it, he mistrusted them and conceived a fear of them. They said: Fear not! Lo! we are
sent unto the folk of Lot. (70) And his wife, standing by laughed when We gave her good
tidings (of the birth) of Isaac, and, afier Isaac, of Jacob. (71) She said: Oh woe is me! Shall [
bear a child when I am an old woman, and this my husband is an old man? Lo! this is a
strange thing! (72) They said: Wonderest thou at the commandment of Allah? The mercy of
Allah and His blessings be upon you, O people of the house! Lo! He is Owner of Praise,

Owner of Glory! (73) And when the awe departed from Abraham, and the glad news reached
him, he pleaded with Us on behalf of the folk of Lot. (74) Lo! Abraham was mild, imploring,
penitent. (75) (It was said) O Abraham! Forsake this! Lo! thy Lord’s commandment hath
gone forth, and lo! there cometh unto them a doom which cannot be repelled. (76)

(Surah Hud 11:69-76)

1. Ibrahim returned to Palestine after the incident of the sacrifice. One day he was sitting
outside his home when three strangers came to visit him. They were in fact the angels Jibreel,
Israfil and Michail, in the shape of humans, who had been sent to destroy the evil people of
Sodom (Sadum) and Gomorrah (Amurah).

Sodom lay on the western shore of the Dead Sea and Ibrahim’s nephew Lut had been sent as
a Prophet to them. The people were extremely evil and Allah Almighty finally decided to
destroy them completely. Ibrahim rushed to prepare food for his guests and being of a
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generous disposition, he offered them a whole roasted calf. But he began to feel afraid of
them when he saw that they did not touch the food. They put him at ease by revealing their
identities as well as their mission. At the same time, Ibrahim’s barren wife Sarah was given
the good news of her first son Ishaaq. She was joyful but incredulous; how could she
conceive a child when she and her husband were both elderly. The angels reassured her,
reminding her of Allah’s Power and Greatness. They ended by sending salutations of Allah’s
Mercy and Grace on the House (Ahl al Bayt) of Ibrahim.

The term Ahl al bayt used in verse 73 literally means “People of the house,” and included
Ibrahim, his wife and his children. Prophet Ibrahim and his family were the first household to
be addressed in this respectful manner, and the same term was later used to address Prophet
Muhammad [saw] and his family.

ik T, Gl o= “.a,.“//;’ﬁ o;,,’s/&{/f’owa - - d.g 1% B \F - 7;‘.. 28 ~:,.’~,
kel 395 3 Gule B shall (aBly (0¥ Ademadl 08 CATE Y OSis P O3
(Y7 gl 385005 il JAT Gud i admie G X AT 3y 3 W) " gy

And stay in your houses. Bedizen not yourselves with the bedizenment of the Time of
Ignorance. Be regular in prayer, and pay the poor-due, and obey Allah and His messenger.
Allah’s wish is but to remove uncleanness far from you, O Folk of the Household, and cleanse
you with a thorough cleansing. (33)

(Surah Al Ahzab 33:33)

2. When Ibrahim heard the mission of the angels, his gentle and forgiving nature forced him
to plead clemency for the doomed people. But the angels remained unmoved as Allah’s
Wrath had now been decreed. Ibrahim’s petition on behalf of the people of Lut is given in
more detail in the Bible.

“The men turned away and went towards Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the
LORD. Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with
the wicked? What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away
and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? Far be it from you to
do such a thing — to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked
alike. Far be it from you! Will not the judge of all the earth do right?

The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole
place for their sake.”

Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold to speak to the Lord, though I
am nothing but dust and ashes, what if the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will
vou destroy the whole city because of five people?”

“If I find forty five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.”

Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?”

He said, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.”

Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found
there?”

He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”

Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can
be found there?”
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He said, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.”
Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more.What if only t

can be found there?”
He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”
When the LORD had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and Abraham returned home.

(Genesis 18: 22-33)

(Further details on Prophet Ibrahim and Lut will follow in Lessons 5 and 6.)
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Chapter 2
HADITH: HYPOCRISY (NIFAQ)

Abu Hurayra reported that the Messenger of Allah said: “The S igns of a hypocrite are three:
When he speaks, he lies. When he makes q promise, he breaks it. When he is entrusted with
something, he breaks the trust.”

(Agreed upon)

. THE REPORTER: ABU HURAYRA

His full name was Abd al Rahman b. Sakhr and he belonged to the tribe of Daws. He
embraced Islam in the sixth year of the Hijrah when the Prophet (saw) took a military
expedition to Khaybar.He memorized thousands of Ahadith of the Prophet (saw) and so
played a major role in preserving the Prophet’s sayings. As he entered Islam late, he made it a
habit to acquire Ahadith from the other Companions. Eager to gain knowledge, he became a
humble and constant student of the Prophet (saw), accompanying him whenever possible and
memorizing his words. By the grace of a prayer that the Prophet (saw) once made for him, he
never forgot whatever he learned. According to a narration in Bukhari, Abu Hurayra once
said to the Messenger of Allah, “I hear many of your sayings, but I forget them.”

The Prophet said to him, “Spread out your cloak.”

1 did so, and he moved his hands as if filling them with something and then emptying it into
the cloak.

He said “Take this and wrap your body with it.”

1 did so and never forgot a single Hadith again.”

Abu Huraira became a prolific reporter of Hadith because of his great thirst for knowledge.
He once commented, “Our Muhajir brothers (emigrants from Makkah) used to be busy in the
market with their business, and our Ansari brothers (Muslims of Madina who helped the
Muhajirs) were busy with their properties. But I used to stick to Allah’s Messenger (saw) so
that I might fill my stomach with his teachings while others were absent, and I used to
memorise those things that they did not memorise.”

He was given the kunya of Abu Hurayra (father of a small kitten) because he owned a small
cat in his youth. (Note: A kunya is a traditional Arab custom of calling a person by a
nickname as a mark of respect or affection. Some leading figures of Islamic history are
known by their kunya, while others are known by their proper names. The kunya always
begins with Abu (Father of.. .) for a male and Umm (Mother of.. .) for a female. It is common
practice for parents to take the name of their first-born child as their kunya. The Prophet’s
kunya was Abu Qasim, the title he took after the birth of his first son Qasim, who died
in infancy.)

Abu Hurayra served as governor of Bahrain during the caliphate of Umar, and as a Qadi and
Governor of Madina during the caliphates of Uthman and Muawiya respectively. He died in
59 AH at the age of seventy eight years. According to Ibn Jawzi, he reported 5,374 Ahadith.
Imam Ahmad transmitted 3,848 Ahadith from him in his colletion called Musnad Ahmad.
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THE TRANSMITTER: MUSLIM B. HAJJAJ.

Imam Muslim was born in 206 AH (821 CE) at Naisabur (Nishapur, Iran). Like his
contemporary, Imam Bukhari, he travelled extensively in order to acquire the sayings of the
Prophet (saw) from transmitters throughout the world. His collection of Hadith is known as
Sahih Muslim and contains approximately four thousand Ahadith, excluding any repetitions.
His collection is considered to be equal that of Sahih Bukhari by most of the traditionists, and
second to it by some of them.

The events surrounding the death of Imam Muslim (in 261 AH) demonstrate the intense love
for knowledge that he had, a love that eclipsed all concerns for his personal welfare. It is
reported that he was once asked about a particular Hadith but he could not recall the details,
so he went home and buried himself in his books, looking for the Hadith in question. A sack
full of dates lay in the room and he helped himself to these dates while working. Deep in his
research, he did not realize that he had eaten the entire sack of dates until it was too late.
Severe stomach pains were followed soon afterwards by his death.

EXPLANATION OF THE TEXT

A true believer (Mu’min) obeys the commandments of Allah with sincerity and true
devotion. His soul is cleansed, his intentions are pure and his faith is strong. He desires
neither fame nor fortune through his obedience to Allah, but seeks only the pleasure of Allah
and eternal salvation from hell.

There are two types of hypocrites (Munafiq). The first is outwardly a Muslim but a
disbeliever at heart (Nifaq I’tigadi — hypocrisy in belief). His hypocrisy may be a conscious
decision, possibly feigning Islam simply to enjoy the material advantages of becoming a
Muslim. This may be in order to marry a Muslim woman, to inherit from Muslim relatives, to
gain war booty, or to avoid paying the jizya (a tax paid by non-Muslims under Muslim rule
which promises them protection at times of war and absolves them from military service).
Such a person is arrogant enough to imagine that he can deceive Allah; he may deceive the
Muslims, but never his Lord. Hypocrisy appeared for the first time in Madina after the battle
of Badr. The Muslims were gaining in strength and some inhabitants of Madina decided to
feign faith in order to gain financially. They showed their true colours and loyalties during
the wars with the Makkans by secretly helping the Quraish with information and refusing to
go into battle, despite knowing that the Muslims were in the minority and needed all the
manpower available. In private gatherings they would mock the generosity of the believers,
question the commandments of the Quran and belittle the Prophet (saw). Allah Almighty
exposed their hypocrisy and promised never to forgive such people.

In modern times such hypocrisy has become very common and rears its ugly head every time
Islam is in the spotlight; one sees experts rushing to sympathise with the enemy, to deride the
cause of the Muslims, to look for contradictions in the Quran, to jeer at Islamic rituals, even
to defame and revile the Messenger of Islam.
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So He hath made the consequence (to be) hypocrisy in their hearts until the day when they
shall meet Him, because they broke their word to Allah that they promised Him, and because
they lied. (77) Know they not that Allah knoweth both their secret and the thought that they
confide, and that Allah is the Knower of Things Hidden? (78) Those who point at such of the
believers as give the alms willingly and such as can find naught to give but their endeavours,
and deride them - Allah (Himself) derideth them. Theirs will be a painful doom. (79) Ask
forgiveness for them (O Muhammad), or ask not forgiveness for them; though thou ask
forgiveness for them seventy times Allah will not forgive them. That is because they
disbelieved in Allah and His messenger, and Allah guideth not wrongdoing folk. (80) Those
who were left behind rejoiced at sitting still behind the messenger of Allah, and were averse
to striving with their wealth and their lives in Allah’s way. And they said: Go not forth in the
heat! Say: The fire of hell is more intense of heat, if they but understood. (81) Then let them
laugh a litile: they will weep much, as the reward of what they used to earn. (82) If Allah
bring thee back (from the campaign) unto a party of them and they ask of thee leave to go out
(to fight), then say unto them: Ye shall never more go out with me nor fight with me against a
foe. Ye were content with sitting still the first time. So sit still, with the useless. (83) And never
(O Muhammad) pray for one of them who dieth, nor stand by his grave. Lo! they disbelieved
in Allah and His messenger, and they died while they were evil-doers. (84) Let not their
wealth nor their children astonish thee! Allah purposeth only to punish them thereby in the
world, and that their souls shall pass away while they are disbelievers. (85) And when a
surah is revealed (which saith): Believe in Allah and strive along with His messenger, the
men of wealth among them still ask leave of thee and say: Suffer us to be with those who sit
(at home). (86) They are content that they should be with those who remain behind and their
hearts are sealed, so that they apprehend not. (87)

(Surah At Tawba 9: 77 — 87)
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The second and more common type of hypocrisy (Nifaq ‘Amali — hypocrisy in actions) is
unconscious and so deep and hidden that the person may not even be aware of it. Such a
person thinks of himself as a Muslim and a Believer, and he hopes for Paradise in the
Hereafter. However, he has acquired some characteristics of hypocrisy which, unknown to
him, are destroying his good deeds as fast as he does them. Various ahadith enumerate many
dozens of characteristics of hypocrisy; the more of these characteristics a person possesses,
the closer he is to becoming a pure hypocrite. This is very worrying as hypocrites have been
promised severe punishment by the Quran:
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Lo! The hypocrites (will be) in the lowest deep of the Fire, and thou wilt Jfind no helper
Jor them; (145)
(Surah An Nisaa 4:145)

It is the duty of the sincere believer to identify the various characteristics of hypocrisy, and if
he finds any of them within himself, to struggle until he has rid himself of them. The hadith
under discussion mentions three of the most common signs of Nifaq. The hypocrite tells lies
with such ease that falsehood becomes part of his normal speech. He has no honour for the
promises he makes and will break them without a second’s thought. He will also betray his
trust, whether confidences or possessions. He can never be entrusted with anything as he
knows neither honour nor truth.

Hupocrisy is dangerous because the person in question may think that he is doing good deeds,
but in fact they are being rejected because the intention behind them is not pure. Even dying
for the cause of Allah in jihad may not be accepted if the person was a hypocrite.

‘Utba ibn ‘Abd as-Sulami narrated that the Prophet [saw] said, “The slain are of three types:
A believer who strives with his property and person in Allah’s cause and when he meets the
enemy he fights until he is killed. (Of him the Prophet [saw] said that the martyr who has
suffered trials is in Allah’s tent under His Throne and is not excelled by the Prophets except
in the degree of the prophetic office.)

A believer who mingles a good deed with an evil deed, who fights with his person and
property in Allah’s cause, fighting until he meets the enemy and is killed. (Of him the
Prophet [saw] said that his martyrdom has obliterated his sins and his errors, for the sword
obliterates errors, and he will be introduced by whichever of the gates of Paradise he
wishes).

A hypocrite who strives with his person and property, and when he meets the enemy he fights
until he is killed; but that one will go to Hell, for the sword does not obliterate hypocrisy.”
(Mishkat Al-Masabih)

112



Laziness in worship

Prayer is the most basic requirement from a Muslim, but it is Allah alone who can distinguish
between the prayer of a believer and that of a hypocrite. Although the latter does pray, his
heart is not in his worship. He wishes that others see him praying and will lengthen his
worship to win their admiration. But when no-one is watching, he will pray hastily and will
remember Allah very little in his supplications.
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Lo! the hypocrites seek to beguile Allah, but it is He Who beguileth them. When they stand

up to worship they perform it languidly and to be seen of men, and are mindful of Allah
but little; (142)

(Surah An Nisa 4:142)

Abdullah ibn Mas’ud narrated that the Prophet [saw] said, “I have seen the time when no one
stayed away from prayer except a hypocrite whose hypocrisy was well known, or a sick man,
but if the sick man could walk between two persons he would come to prayer. He also said:
T'he Messenger of Allah [saw] taught us the path of right guidance, among which is the
prayer in the mosque in which the Adhan is called.”

Sahih Muslim)

Anas ibn Malik narrated that Al Ala’ ibn Abdurrahman said, “We went to visit Anas ibn
Malik after Dhuhr and he stood up and prayed Asr. When he finished his prayer, we
mentioned performing prayers early in their time, or he mentioned it, and he said that he
weard the Prophet [saw] say, “The prayer of the hypocrite is that one of them sits until the
cun becomes yellow and is between the horns of Shaytan, or on the horns of Shaytan, and

“hen gets up and rattles four rak’ as, hardly remembering Allah in them at all.”
Al-Muwatta)

“bu Huraira narrated that the Prophet [saw] said, “No prayer is harder for the hypocrites
wan the Fajr and the Isha prayers and if they knew the reward for these prayers at their
“espective times, they would certainly present themselves (in the mosques) even if they had
crawl.” The Prophet [saw] added, “ I had almost decided to order the Muezzin to
~ronounce iqgama, order a man to lead the prayer and then take a flame to burn all those
w0 had not left their homes so far for the prayer, along with their houses.”

Suraida ibn al-Hasib narrated that the Prophet [saw] said, “That which distinguishes us
~wm the disbelievers and hypocrites is our commitment to Prayer. He who gives it up falls
disbelief.”

Tramidhi)
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In contrast, the believers are humble in their prayers, they concentrate on their worship rather
than on the world around them, and they remember Allah as much as possible.

@
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Who have believed and whose hearts have rest in the remembrance of Allah. Verily in the
remembrance of Allah do hearts find rest! (28) '
(Surah Ar Ra’d 13: 28)
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Such as remember Allah, standing, sitting, and reclining, and consider the creation of the
heavens and the earth, (and say): Our Lord! Thou createdst not this in vain. Glory be to
Thee! Preserve us from the doom of Fire. (191)

(Surah Aal Imran 3:191)

Love for this world and chasing obsessively after material wealth weakens one’s Iman, opens
the heart to satanic temptation, and weakens the resolve to worship Allah frequently.
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The devil hath engrossed them and so hath caused them to Jforget remembrance of Allah.
They are the devil's party. Lo! is it not the devil'’s party who will be the losers? (19)
(Surah Al Mujadilah 58:19)

Miserness

Spending generously in charitable acts is a characteristic of a believer as he is happy to
exchange his worldly wealth for heavenly luxuries. The hypocrite, on the other hand, has no
such certainty of faith and finds it difficult to part with his wealth.
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The hypocrites, both men and women, proceed one from another. They enjoin the wrong,
and they forbid the right, and they withhold their hands (from spending for the cause of

Allah). They forget Allah, so He hath forgotten them. Lo! the hypocrites, they are the
lransgressors. (67)

(Surah At Tawbah 9:67)
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Encouraging evil and forbidding good

The verse quoted above gives yet another characteristic of the hypocrites, which is that they
command that which is evil and forbid what is good. Throughout Islamic history there have
been numerous reformers, activists and womens’ rights campaigners who have sought to
bring reform and modernization to the faith. Yet when their opinions are dissected, one will
find a desire to destroy the faith. They call for the empowerment of women through removing
the hijab, claiming that the hijab was a requirement only for the Prophet’s wives and not for
all women. They wish to force all women into the workforce and away from their homes, to
the detriment of their families and the upbringing of their children. They describe the severe
Islamic punishments for theft and murder as barbaric, preferring instead modern methods of
imprisonment which harden criminals and deny true justice.

Dislike of Jihad

The hypocrites dislike the thought of fighting in Jihad as their love for this world far outstrips
their claim to love Allah. When the early Muslims set off for the battle of Uhud, the
hypocrites of Madina refused to join them and also discouraged others from joining. Later,
when news of the martyrdom of many believers reached Madina, the hypocrites celebrated
the news. Allah Almighty responded by revealing the following verses:
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What ye suffered on the day the two armies Met, was with the leave of Allah, in order that He
might test the believers,-(166) And the Hypocrites also. These were told: "Come, fight in the
way of Allah, or (at least) drive (The foe from your city ).” They said: "Had we known how to
fight, we should certainly have followed you.” They were that day nearer to Unbelief than to
Faith, saying with their lips what was not in their hearts but Allah hath full knowledge of all
they conceal.(167) (They are) the ones that say, (of their brethren slain), while they
themselves sit (at ease): "If only they had listened to us they would not have been slain.” Say:
" Avert death from your own selves, if ye speak the truth.”(168)

(Surah Aal Imran 3: 166-168.)

Foul and abusive language during arguments

Abdullah b. Amr narrated that the Prophet [saw] said, “Whoever has the following four
qualities will be a pure hypocrite and whoever has one of the following four qualities will
have one characteristic of hypocrisy unless until he gives it up:

1. When he is entrusted, he betrays the trust.
2. When he speaks, he lies.
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3. When he makes a covenant, he proves to be treacherous.

4. When he quarrels, he is insulting and coarse.
(Bukhari)

Arrogance and self-righteousness

Muslims often have an ‘us and them’ mentality, considering themselves to be superior to the
rest of the world and convinced that they hold a passport to heaven. Such an inclination can
make the person both arrogant and complacent, both of which are characteristics of
hypocrisy. The true believer is forever humble and aware that any benefits he enjoys on earth,
such as faith, wealth and health, are all gifts from Allah who can bestow them on whoever He
wishes. Secondly, it is the duty of Muslims to remember that when the Quran has promised
the hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of hell-fire, it has actually implied that the
hypocrites are worse than the non-believers. All Muslims have the potential to become
hypocrites through weakness of faith, love for worldly comforts, lack of remembrance of
Allah, pride and laziness. It is thus their duty to avoid these characteristics and to strengthen
their faith through all the means available to them.

Ostentation

The Prophet (saw) once said, “Showing off is a form of Shirk.”
(Musnad Imam Ahmad)

He also said, “If someone lets the people know of his good deeds intentionally in order to
gain their praise, Allah Almighty will let the people know of his real intentions on the Day of
Judgement. And if someone does good deeds in public to show off and to win the admiration
of the people, Allah Almighty will expose his real intentions and humiliate him on the Day of
Judgement.

(Agreed upon)

The Quran curses such people:
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Ah, woe unto worshippers (4) Who are heedless of their prayer; (5) Who would be seen (at
worship) (6) Yet refuse small kindnesses! (7)
(Surah Al Ma’un 107 : 4-7)

The characteristics of hypocrisy enumerated above are by no means exhaustive but they
should serve as a warning signal to Muslims of the ease with which one can fall into this
sorry state.
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Chapter 3
PROPHET MUHAMMAD [SAW] THE PERFECT MAN
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O Prophet! Lo! We have sent thee as a witness and a bringer of good tidings and a
warner. (45)
(Quran Surah Al Ahzab 33:45)
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O People of the Scripture! Now hath Our messenger come unto you, expounding unto you
much of that which ye used to hide in the Scripture, and forgiving much. Now hath come unto
you light from Allah and plain Scripture, (15)

(Surah Al Maidah 5:15)

We have discussed earlier the importance of the Sunnah and the importance of love for the
Messenger of Allah [saw] in the daily life of each and every Muslim. This article will deal,
albeit briefly, with the personality and physical characteristics of the Prophet.

Each one of the previous Prophets sent by Allah was sent to a particular people with a
message specific to their lifestyle and surroundings. The ancient divine Books were limited in
their scope and limited to a particular audience. In these ancient times, communities lived
very isolated lives. Travel and communication were exceedingly slow and people knew very
little about the world around them. The community in which a person was born was the one
in which he would live, marry and die; the few who ventured out would be merchants,
travelling on trade routes for months at a time. Each community thus needed its own Prophet
from Allah. But at the threshold of the electronics age when communications and travel
would be transformed forever by the sheer speed of air travel and the microchip, Allah
Almighty sent a new and final Message. Scientific discoveries were paving the way for this
world to become a global village in which people on opposite ends of the world could
communicate instantly and journeys which once lasted months could now be taken in matter
of hours. For this shrinking and transparent world came Islam, a message which would be
complete, perfect and relevant to all people until the end of this world. And to bring this final
and perfect Message was the final and perfect Prophet: Muhammad, may the blessings of
Allah be upon him.

He was tender and affectionate with his wives and children, yet fearlesss in battle. His
generosity, integrity and honesty became legendary even before revelation came to him. He
was forgiving, gentle and kind. Anas once said, “I served Allah’s Messenger for ten years
from the time I was eight years old, and he never blamed me for anything which I ruined. If
any member of the family blamed me, he would say, ‘Leave him alone, for that which is
decreed will happen.” ”

(Al Masabih)
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Anas also said that the Prophet would visit the sick, attend funerals, accept an initation from
a slave, and ride on a donkey. He rode on a donkey at the battle of Khaybar, never
showing pride.

(Transmitted by Ibn Majah and Baihaqi)

His wife Aisha said that “Allah’s Messenger would patch his own sandals, sew his garment
and conduct himself at home as any of you does in his house. He was a human being,

searching his garment for lice, milking his sheep, and doing his own chores.”
(Tirmidhi)

His life was one of extreme hardship, but he bore it with humility and forbearance. Abu
Huraira reported that “The Prophet never criticised any food put in front of him. He would
eat it if he liked it, or he would leave it (without expressing dislike).”

(Bukhari)

His speech was gentle and free from indecency, vulgarity or cursing. Anas reported that if he
wished to reproach anyone, he would rebuke them with the words, “What is the matter with
him! May his forehead cleave to the dust!”

(Bukhari)

Aisha said that he was never unseemly or lewd in his language; he did not speak loudly in the
streets, nor did he return evil with evil, but would forgive and pardon.
(Tirmidhi)

Abu Huraira reported that when the Prophet was asked to invoke a curse on the polytheists
who were making life unbearable for the Muslims, he replied, “I was not sent to curse but |
was sent as a mercy.”

( Muslim)

He avoided all ribaldry, vulgarity and immodesty. Abu Saeed described him as being “more
modest than a virgin in her apartment.”
(Agreed upon)

When he spoke, he enunciated slowly so that his listeners would understand and remember
his words. Aisha reported that “Allah’s Messenger did not go on talking rapidly as you do,
but spaced out his words so that those who sat with him could remember them.”

(Tirmidhi)

The Companions would hang on to his every word, treasuring his every word, his every
smile, his every rebuke. The brevity of his speech, the love he induced in the people around
him, and the desire of his followers that none of his teachings be lost helped preserve the
Sunnah.

He smiled often, but laughed quietly and rarely. For him, life was not for merriment and
jocularity but for a serious purpose. Those who lived with and studied under the Prophet have
unanimously described him as the embodiment of human perfection, unrivalled in beauty and
character. Poems were composed to praise his astonishing looks and radiance which dazzled
those around him.
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Aisha once said about the beauty of the Prophet, "If the friends of Zulaikha had seen the

blessed face of the Messenger of Allah, they would have cut their hearts open instead of their
hands...”

His physical beauty compelled his Companions to write poems in his honour. Hassan ibn
Thabit said about him,

'More beautiful than you has my eyes never observed.
More handsome than you no mother has ever conceived.
You have been created free of all blemishes,
created as though you have been created as you intended’.

Al Baraa reported that “The Prophet was of medium height, broad-shouldered, with his hair
hanging down to the lobes of his ears. I saw him wearing a red robe, and I had never seen
anything more beautiful than him.”

(Agreed Upon)

Anas said that Allah’s Messenger had a clear complexion, his sweat was like pearls and
when he walked he bent forward slightly as if going downhill. He said that he had not
touched brocade or silk which was softer than the palm of the Prophet, or smelt musk or
ambergris sweeter than the Prophet’s odour.

(Agreed upon)

Jabir b. Samura described an incident in which the Prophet was returning home after a prayer.
“Some children met him and he began to stroke their cheeks. He stroked my cheeks, and 1
experienced a coolness, or a fragrance, in his hand as though he had brought it out of a
scented-bag.”

(Muslim)

Ali b. Abi Talib said about his cousin, the Prophet: “He was neither very tall nor very short,
but was of medium height. He had neither very curly nor flowing hair, but a mixture of the
two (ie. it had a wave in it). He was not fat nor too thin. He did not have a very round face
(ie. it was oval). His complexion was reddish-white. He had wide black eyes and long
eyelashes. He had protruding joints and shoulder-blades. He was not hairy, but had some
hair on his chest. The palms of his hands and feet had callouses. When he walked, he raised
his feet as if walking down a slope. When he turned round he turned completely. Between his
shoulders was the seal of prophecy (like a collection of moles) and he was the seal of the
Prophets. He had a finer chest than anyone else. He was the most truthful person, had the
gentlest nature and came from the noblest tribe. Those who saw him suddenly stood in awe of
him, and those who became acquainted with him loved him. Those who described him said

they had never seen anyone like him before or since.”
(Tirmidhi)

These descriptions of the Prophet by those who knew him best describe the very essence of
physical perfection in a man. He was handsome, had a magnetic personality, was truthful,
hardworking, yet gentle and playful with children. An extremely important aspect of the
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Prophet was the sense of moderation in both his looks and teachings. For example, the final
hadith above (quoted from Tirmidhi) emphasises this lack of extremes: he was neither too tall
nor too short; his hair was neither too curly nor straight; his complexion was neither too dark
nor too fair; he was neither fat nor thin; he was neither very hairy nor hair-less etc. These
descriptions are of a man who embraces all the colours, shapes and sizes of mankind, and
emerges as the perfect man. He represents all mankind, and is the perfect example for it. And
likewise, the Prophet’s teachings encouraged moderation as well. His followers were urged to
pray at night, but to sleep as well; to fast some days, and eat on others; to enjoy the good
things of this world, but avoid being trapped in its snares; to marry and have children, but
never to forget their Lord in the pursuit of worldly happiness.

The Prophet (saw) loved children and would kiss and hug them easily. The Arab culture of
the time was obsessed with manliness and toughness in a man, so many men found it difficult
to show affection to their children. The Prophet (saw) showed them that a man could be
fierce and tough in battle, yet gentle and loving in the home.

Abu Hurayrah reported that, Allah’s Messenger kissed Hasan ibn “Ali while Al-Agra” ibn
Habis At-Tamim was sitting with him. Al-Aqgra” said, “I have ten children and have never
kissed any of them.” The Prophet cast a look at him and said, “Whoever is not merciful to
others will not be treated mercifully.” (Al-Bukhari)

Anas ibn Malik, the servant of the Prophet, once said, I never saw anyone who was more
compassionate towards children than Allah’s Messenger (saw). His son Ibrahim was in the
care of a wet nurse in the hills around Madinah. He would go there, and we would go with
him, and he would enter the house, pick up his son and kiss him, then come back. (Muslim)

Abu Hurayrah reported of the immense love the Prophet had for his two grandsons, Hasan
and Husayn. I went along with Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him) at a
time during the day but he did not talk to me and I did not talk to him until he reached the
market of Banu Qainuqa. He came back to the tent of Fatimah and said, “Is the little chap
(meaning Hasan) there?” We were under the impression that his mother had detained him in
order to bathe, dress him and perfume him. Soon afterwards, Hasan came running and both of
them embraced each other. Then Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him) said,
“O Allah, I love him; love him and love one who loves him.” (Muslim)

Children knew of the love the Prophet had for them and would play comfortably on his lap
and even on his back when he was praying. Anas ibn Malik narrated that, The Prophet said,
“Sometimes I start the prayer intending to prolong it, but on hearing the crying of a child I
shorten the prayer because I know that the cries of the child will worry its mother.” (Al-
Bukhari)

Abu Qatadah narrated that: “The Messenger of Allah came towards us while carrying his
grand-daughter Umamah on his shoulder. He prayed, and when he wanted to bow, he put her
down, and when he stood up he lifted her up.” (Al-Bukhari)

Umm Khalid narrated: I (the daughter of Khalid ibn Said) went to Allah’s Messenger with
my father and I was wearing a yellow shirt. Allah’s Messenger said, “Sanah, Sanah!”
("Abdullah, the narrator, said that sanah meant “good” in the Ethiopian language). I then
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started playing with the seal of prophethood (between the Prophet’s shoulders) and my father
rebuked me harshly for that. Allah’s Messenger said, “Leave her.” The Prophet, then,
invoked Allah three times to grant her a long life. (Al-Bukhari)

A’ishah said that once the Prophet took a child in his lap ... and then the child urinated on
him, so he asked for water and poured it over the place of the urine. (Al-Bukhari)

The Prophet [saw] was also a magnificent general, who took his small armies to battle against
superior numbers, yet won again and again. Piety and faith were obviously part of the
equation in these astonishing victories, but another part was played by brilliant military
strategies and manoeuvres. The early Arabs were divided into feuding tribes and although
fiercely brave, their ancient tribal feuds and revenge killings ensured their lack of progress on
the world stage. The Romans and Persians had built huge empires, and were respected and
feared throughout the lands. In contrast, the Arabs were seen as mere bedouins, shepherds
and nomads. None knew them and none feared them. But the Prophet of Allah [saw]
transformed these camel herders and heavy drinkers into one of the most disciplined and
humane armies this world has ever seen. An army which brought the mighty empires of the
world to their knees and spread the message of Islam from Africa to China.

The concept of rules of warfare and engagement is generally seen as a modern, western
invention, yet it was the Prophet (saw) who introduced this concept to the world. He played a
direct or indirect role in 27 battles with the Muslims, and in each battle he introduced new
rules on Islamic warfare. After the battle of Badr, the Prophet (saw) allowed the warriors
to continue with their ancient practice of taking spoils of war (or war-booty), but allotted
shares to the soldiers depending on the part they had played in the fight. He also allocated
shares to the poor of Madina, especially those who had become orphaned or widowed as a
result of battle.

The Prophet (saw) insisted that noncombatants be unharmed in battle. He told his armies not
to kill women, children, the elderly, monks and other people engaged in worship. Once he
came across the body of a dead woman while riding in battle and said, “She was not fighting.
How then came she to be killed?”

He also forbade the burning of fruit trees, the killing of animals other than for food, and the
poisoning of wells. This last command has many implications for those who use biological
agents in modern warfare. Abu Bakr, the first Caliph of Islam, learned these rules of
engagement from the Prophet (saw) and so told an army setting out for Syria,

“Stop, O people, that I may give you ten rules for your guidance in the battlefield. Do not
commit treachery or deviate from the right path. You must not mutilate dead bodies. Neither
kill a child, nor a woman, nor an aged man. Bring no harm to the trees, nor burn them with
fire, especially those which are fruitful. Slay not any of the enemy's flock, save for your food.
You are likely to pass by people who have devoted their lives to monastic services; leave
them alone.”

The Arabs were used to an ancient practice of decapitating the dead in battle and displaying
their heads as trophies. This and other practices involving mutilation of the dead were quickly
put to an end by the Messenger of Allah (saw).
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The Prophet was a brilliant military strategist who trained his companions in tactical warfare.
Before the battle of Ahzab, he sent Naim bin Masud, who was newly converted, back to his
tribe in Makkah to gather intelligence. Naim’s reports provided the Muslims with important
information concerning the alliances of the Makkans with other tribes. In the battle of Bani
Lahyan, the Prophet ordered his armies northward towards Syria, giving the Makkans in the
south the impression they were safe. But another army then attacked Makkah from the rear in
a brilliant ruse. Before the battle of Al Khandaq, the Prophet was given the novel idea by
Salman al Farsi of digging a trench around Madina to protect its inhabitants from the
invading Makkan army. This tactic was adopted for the first time in Arabian history and led
to a brilliant victory for the Muslims.

Allah Almighty has declared Prophet Muhammad [saw] in unequivocal terms to be the final
Messenger, the Seal of the Prophets. Anyone who claims to be a new prophet after him is an
apostate, and anyone who follows such a false prophet is also an apostate.

May Allah Almighty send His blessings on Prophet Muhammad [saw] and on his family, just
as He sent blessings on Prophet Ibrahim and his family.
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

Prophet Ibrahim holds a place of immense importance, honour and respect in Islam. The
sacrifices he made and was prepared to make at the instructions of Allah Almighty, such as
his readiness to slaughter his one and only son, earned him the honoured title of Khalilullah
(Friend of Allah). Makkah had been chosen by Allah to be the sacred site of the Ka’ba, the
House of Allah, for the annual pilgrimage of believers until the Day of Judgement. He was
told to abandon his wife Hajira and baby son Ismail in Makkah in order that the barren valley
may become populated, and later he and his son built the Ka’ba together. Ibrahim made a
number of beautiful du’as to Allah during his life which were not only fulfilled but also
recorded for posterity by the Almighty in the Quran. These beautiful and emotional
invocations are quoted later in this chapter. Prophet Ibrahim is remembered by millions of
Muslims every day in their daily prayers when they send salutations of peace on Prophet
Ibrahim, Prophet Muhammad [saw] and on their families in the the Durood.

1. The Supplications of Ibrahim
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Lo! the first Sanctuary appointed for mankind was that at Mecca, a blessed place, a guidance
to the peoples; (96) Wherein are plain memorials (of Allah’s guidance), the place where
Abraham stood up to pray, and whosoever entereth it is safe. And pilgrimage to the House is
a duty unto Allah for mankind, for him who can find a way thither. As for him who
disbelieveth, (let him know that) lo! Allah is Independent of (all) creatures. (97)

(Surah Aal Imran 3:96-97)

The Ka’ba was the first House of God ever to be built, in the direction of which prayers to
Allah were performed. The word Bakkah used in the above verses means ‘city.” The famous
Lebanese town of Ba’la Bekk (The city of Ba’l) still preserves the original word ‘Bakk’ as
part of its name. Ibrahim named the valley where his family had settled Bakkah, but the town
later became known as Makkah. The Quran mentions the original name because the Jews had
falsely referred to it as Wadi Bakkah (the weeping valley) in Palestine and so tried to divert
attention away from the Hijaz, just as they had done with all the incidents associated with
Ibrahim’s stay at Makkah.

2. Prayers of Ibrahim while building the House of Allah
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And (remember) when his Lord tried Abraham with (His) commands and he fulfilled them,
He said: Lo! I have appointed thee a leader Jor mankind. (Abraham) said: And of my
offspring (will there be leaders)? He said: My covenant includeth not wrong-doers. (124)
And when We made the House (at Mecca ) a resort for mankind and sanctuary, (saying): Take
as your place of worship the place where Abraham stood (to pray). And We imposed a duty
upon Abraham and Ishmael, (saying): Purify My house for those who 8o around and those
who meditate therein and those who bow down and prostrate themselves (in worship). (125)
And when Abraham prayed.: My Lord! Make this a region of security and bestow upon its
people fruits, such of them as believe in Allah and the Last Day, He answered: As for him
who disbelieveth, I shall leave him in contentment for a while, then I shall compel him to the
doom of Fire - a hapless Jjourney's end! (126) And when Abraham and Ishmael were raising
the foundations of the House, (Abraham prayed): Our Lord! Accept from us (this duty). Lo!
Thou, only Thou, art the Hearer, the Knower. (127) Our Lord! And make us submissive unto
Thee and of our seed a nation submissive unto Thee, and show us our ways of worship, and
relent toward us. Lo! Thou, only Thou, art the Relenting, the Merciful. (128) Our Lord! And
raise up in their midst a messenger from among them who shall recite unto them Thy
revelations, and shall instruct them in the Scripture and in wisdom and shall make them
grow. Lo! Thou, only Thou, art the Mighty, Wise. (129)

(Surah Al Bagarah 2: 124-129)

Explanation of the verses

Verse 124 - Tbrahim had been subjected to a number of extremely difficult trials by Allah and
had been ordered to make some difficult sacrifices, but he had fulfilled these commands each
time perfectly. He confronted his people readily, destroyed their idols and preached to them
the Oneness of Allah with great wisdom. He showed no signs of weakness or fear, even when
confronted with the penalty of being burned alive. He even faced and argued wisely with the
powerful King Nimrod, who was known for punishing his opponents mercilessly. A son was
born to him late in life, but he was immediately ordered to abandon his wife and new son in a
dry, barren and unpopulated valley. Ibrahim did so without the least hesitation, placing
complete trust in his beloved Lord.

But the hardest trial was yet to come; he was ordered to sacrifice his only son after years of

separation, and he readily began to sharpen his knife, covering his eyes with a blindfold in
case the face of his precious son should weaken his resolve.
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Ibrahim was declared to be the Imam, the leader of all mankind. This was a title of great
prestige and respect, not acquired by ordinary people. The various incidents of his life are
remembered annually by millions of Muslims as they perform the rituals of the Hajj, the
Pilgrimage to Makkah.

Verse 125 - The House of Allah was declared to be an abode of peace and tranquillity, and a
place of refuge and retreat for mankind. The Station of Ibrahim (Magam Ibrahim), which
referred both to the stone on which he stood when building the Ka’ba and to the whole
sanctuary of Haram, became a place dedicated to prayer. Prophets Ibrahim and Ismail were
assigned the task of ensuring that the House was kept pure and free of all practices damaging
to the concept of Tawheed: the Oneness of Allah.

This verse also mentions four types of worship:

Tawaf: To circumambulate (walk around) the Ka’ba with love and affection for the
Almighty. Just as every object in this universe revolves around its nucleus, so a
Muslim in Tawaf shows his attachment to his spiritual home.

I’tikaf: This is a period of complete devotion to Allah when the believer confines himself
to the Masjid for a limited period of time and devotes himself to worship away
from his worldly life.

Ruku’ and Sajda: Bowing and prostrating are two major external features of the Islamic
prayer. However, the believer should not forget that these are secondary to the
actual essence of the prayer, which is complete concentration, humility and
devotion to Allah.

Verse 126 - Ibrahim asked for peace in the land of Makkah and for economic independence
for its inhabitants who would be responsible for serving the flock of pilgrims arriving there.
Both prayers were answered beautifully. Makkah was declared to be a Haram, an inviolable
place of sanctity where fighting and bloodshed were forbidden forever. Furthermore, pilgrims
travelling to Makkah for Hajj or Umrah were protected from violence by the simple strategy
of declaring Rajab and the three successive months of Dhul Qa’da, Dhul Hijjah and
Muharram to be Haram months as well. War and bloodshed were totally forbidden during
these months. Allah Almighty Himself protected His House from destruction by invaders.
When Abraha, the Ethiopian King of Yemen, decided to demolish the Ka’ba with his army of
soldiers and elephants, Allah Almighty sent dense flocks of birds carrying pellets in their
beaks with which they bombarded and decimated the entire army. (Refer to Surah Al-Fil
for an account of this incident, which took place in the year the Prophet Muhamad [saw]
was born.)

With the increasing number of pilgrims travelling to Makkah, the doors to free-trade opened
wide for its inhabitants. Trade prospered, goods from all over the world exchanged hands,
and Makkah quickly changed from being an unknown, barren valley to a bustling, wealthy
town. Even today, any visitor to Arabia will be astonished by the huge variety of foods, fruit
and general merchandise available for sale. The visitor will find an abundance of the
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necessities and luxuries of life, from exotic fruit to entire bazars shimmering with gold
jewellery. Ibrahim had prayed for this miracle for the Muslims alone, as he knew that the
Imamate was limited to the believers. But Allah Almighty reminded him that as far as the
mundane necessities of life were concerned, every individual, whether a believer or not,
would receive his assigned portion of this world. However, the disbelievers will enjoy no
such privileges in the Hereafter and will receive the punishment they have earned during their
lives on earth.

Verse 127 - The construction of the House of Allah was achieved by the two pious Prophets
of Allah. They asked him to accept their humble work of devotion and obedience.

Verse 128 - The invocation ‘rabbana’ (O our Lord!) is repeated in this supplication as the
Muslim always directs his Du’as to Allah alone. Ibrahim and Ismail reiterated once again that
their desire was to submit totally to Allah, and they asked for a Muslim Ummabh to be raised
from among their offspring. Their prayer was fulfilled with the arrival of Prophet Muhammad
[saw] who revived Ibrahim’s faith two thousand years later. They also asked for forgiveness
and guidance in the matter of Hajj and its rituals.

Verse 129 - The climax of their supplication was their prayer for a Rasul (Messenger) to be
born among their descendants, who were the Arabs that descended from Ibrahim through
Ismail. Their prayer mentions four functions of this Prophet:

1. Tilawah - Recitation of the verses
A Messenger does not keep the divine revelation to himself but conveys it to the people by
reciting the verses of God to them. This is the first stage of his mission.

2. Ta’lim al Kitab - Teaching the Book
A Rasul is not simply a conveyor of the divine message. He lives among his people to
demonstrate in practical terms the teachings he was given for their guidance.

3. Ta’lim al Hikma - Teaching Wisdom
A Rasul is divinely blessed with powerful wisdom and judgement. He provides explanations
of the divine verses and leaves behind pearls of wisdom for their guidance.

4. Tazkiyyah - Purification

The life of the Rasul is a perfect model for his followers to learn from and emulate. He is a
constant guide for them, helping them to abandon their follies and ignorant ways, showing
them the door of repentance if they falter, and encouraging them to develop the noblest moral
characters.

Prophet Muhammad [saw] belonged to the family line of Ismail and was the answer to this

prayer. His life mirrored exactly the characteristics described in the supplication of his pious
ancestors.
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3. Other Prayers of Ibrahim
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Lo! Allah graspeth the heavens and the earth that they deviate not, and if they were to deviate
there is not one that could grasp them after Him. Lo! He is ever Clement, Forgiving. (41)
(Surah Ibrahim 35-41)

Discussion

Verse 35-36 - Ibrahim prayed in particular that he and his descendants be saved from
the worship of idols, and he dissociated himself from those who commited Shirk and
disobeyed Allah.

Verse 37 - The initial purpose for which Ibrahim was asked to abandon his family in the
barren land of Makkah was that Prayer may be established there. The practice of the Hajj was
added to this later. As well as economic independence, he also asked for the inhabi
-tants of Makkah to be loved by the people. His prayers were answered so minutely that
Makkah became the centre of the entire Arabian peninsula, and with the rapid expansion
of Islam, it became and remains the focal point and spiritual home of Muslims all over

the globe. Muslims of all colours and nationalities, have always longed and yearned to travel
to Makkah.

Verse 38 - The tongue is not always able to express the person’s wishes and hopes
completely, so with these words, Ibrahim leaves his feelings, both silent and expressed,
to Allah.

Verse 39 - Ibrahim thanked Allah for the precious gift of two wonderful sons in his old age,
and looked forward with hope to a response to his other prayers.

Verse 40-41 - Once again Ibrahim asked assistance for himself and his descendants in
establishing regular prayers. He prayed for forgiveness for himself, the believers and for his
parents. Although his father Azar remained an idol worshipper, Ibrahim continued to pray for
him in the hope that he would join the right path eventually. However, he later absolved
himself of his father once he realized that his father would never abandon idol worship.

The words ‘Rabb’ and ‘Rabbana’ (My Lord) are repeated seven times in this supplication,
and show the humility and deference with which a believer invokes the Mercy of his beloved
Lord.

4. Ibrahim’s call for Hajj
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And (remember) when We prepared for Abraham the place of the (holy) House, saying:
Ascribe thou no thing as partner unto Me, and purify My House for those who make the
round (thereof) and those who stand and those who bow and make prostration. (26) And
proclaim unto mankind the pilgrimage. They will come unto thee on foot and on every lean
camel; they will come from every deep ravine, (27) That they may witness things that are of
benefit to them, and mention the name of Allah on appointed days over the beast of cattle that
He hath bestowed upon them. Then eat thereof and feed therewith the poor unfortunate. (28)
Then let them make an end of their unkemptness and pay their vows and go around the
ancient House. (29) That (is the command). And whoso magnifieth the sacred things of Allah,
it will be well for him in the sight of his Lord. The cattle are lawful unto you save that which
hath been told you. So shun the filth of idols, and shun lying speech, (30)

(Surah Hajj 22: 26-30)

Discussion

Verse 26 - Makkah was given the great honour of being the site chosen for Allah’s sacred
House until the Day of Judgement. It would be a place of security, pure monotheism, and
freedom from the absurdity of idol worship and Shirk. This purpose has stood the test of time
and Makkah has remained the pivot of pure Tawheed to this day.

Verse 27 - Ibrahim was commanded to pronounce the call for Hajj. As foretold by the
Almighty, pilgrims flocked to it by every available means of transport and from every corner
of the globe. Before the birth of Prophet Muhammad [saw], when the people of Makkah had
degenerated into paganism and idol worship, the Ka’ba was still venerated as a House of God
and the Quraish welcomed pilgrims annually from many neighbouring lands. Since the
advent of Islam, the prosperity and popularity of Makkah has increased so much that there is
no country left which is not represented by pilgrims at the annual Hajj. Pilgrims travel to
Makkah in their millions using all conceivable means of transport.

Verse 28 - Makkah has seen many benefits since the institution of the Hajj. It has flourished
as a centre of commerce, but the spiritual benefits of hajj remain unique and unparalleled.
The pilgrim enjoys a wonderful experience of closeness with Allah and intense worship. The
huge gathering inspires great feelings of brotherhood, awareness of the existence and
problems of various Muslim communities, and the intense joy of being a member of a great
and global Muslim Ummah. The sight of millions of Muslims dressed in a simple, shroud-
like white garb will remind the pilgrim of the day of Judgement and help intensify his resolve
to leave return home a better Muslim.
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The Hajj commemorates many of the incidents in Ibrahim’s life. These culminated in the
supreme act of willingness to sacrifice his only son, an act which was immortalised in the
annual event of an animal sacrifice at the end of the Hajj. The pilgrims and the rest of the
Muslim community in the world have four days in which to perform the sacrifice, and when
doing so they must pronounce the Name of Allah. This is the only keyword by which a
person is permitted to take the life of an animal. By invoking Allah, the Muslim admits to the
sole authority of Allah in granting permission for the life of any animal to be taken. The
Muslims are advised to share the sacrificial meat with the poor and needy, and thus the entire
community is able to enjoy the celebration of Eid-al-Adha.

Verse 29 - Pilgrims are required to shave or trim their hair once the rituals of Hajj are over.
Like a newborn baby whose hairs are shaved on the seventh day and who enters the world
sinless and pure, the pilgrim too begins a new life. Allah Almighty has promised to forgive
all the past sins of a person who performs the Hajj correctly. He is now required to fulfil his
vow and circumambulate the Ka’ba once again. The Ka’ba was built long before Bayt al
Magqdis (Solomon’s Temple) in Jerusalem, so it is given the worthy title of ‘Al Bayt al
Ateeq,’ the Ancient House.

5. Ibrahim’s Prayer for Complete Satisfaction of Belief

J& i cpalad o5 5 08 ¢ al51 0 534 A e G gl 96 Y

Wa iy 4o 230535 Suia Jin 8 B Ol 26 ) Gh plab ghati i dagy) 18
(Y70) aSa 336 @ of ae g

And when Abraham said (unto his Lord): My Lord! Show me how Thou givest life to the
dead, He said: Dost thou not believe? Abraham said: Yea, but (I ask) in order that my heart
may be at ease. (His Lord) said: Take four of the birds and cause them to incline unto thee,
then place a part of them on each hill, then call them, they will come to thee in haste, and
know that Allah is Mighty, Wise. (260)

(Surah Al-Bagarah 2:260)

Discussion

Ibrahim was a believer, but he wished to achieve the state of complete contentment and belief
which harbours not a single doubt. All prophets of Allah suffered years of persecution,
refusal and betrayal by their people, and so had to show extreme courage, patience and
perseverance. They needed to be equipped formidably, both morally and spiritually, in order
to succeed in their daunting missions. The following verse implies that Prophet Muhammad
[saw] was also favoured with a similar satisfaction of belief:

(V) do¥a & #3a3 Af
Have We not expanded for thee thy breast? (1)

(Surah 94:1)

131



Prophet Ibrahim prayed for complete satisfaction in his heart and mind regarding the issue of
resurrection. In response to this request, Allah Almighty commanded him to tame four birds
so they would respond to the sound of his voice, then to cut them into small pieces and scatter
the pieces on the surrounding mountains. On his call, the birds flew back to him just as they
usually did. Ibrahim realized that just as the Almighty could give life in this manner to the
dead birds, so he could undoubtedly resurrect all dead bodies on the Day of Judgment.

The birds were tamed and trained in order to familiarize them with Ibrahim’s call so that they
would respond to his voice. In the same way, the dead and decayed bodies of all humans and
Jjinns will rush to the Gathering Ground from every inch of the earth after resurrection.

6. Ibrahim’s Prayers During His Encounter With His People
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There is a goodly pattern for you in Abraham and those with him, when they told their
folk: Lo! we are guiltless of you and all that ye worship beside Allah. We have done with
You. And there hath arisen between us and you hostility and hate Jor ever until ye believe in
Allah only - save that which Abraham promised his father (when he said): I will ask
Jorgiveness for thee, though I own nothing for thee from Allah - Our Lord! In Thee we put
our Ifrust, and unto Thee we turn repentant, and unto Thee is the Journeying. (4) Our Lord!
Make us not a prey for those who disbelieve, and forgive us, our Lord! Lo! Thou, only Thou,
are the Mighty, the Wise. (5 ) Verily ye have in them a goodly pattern for everyone who
looketh to Allah and the Last Day. And whosoever may turn away, lo! still Allah, He is the
Absolute, the Owner of Praise. (6)

(Surah Al Mumtahina 60:4-6)

Discussion

Muhammad’s [saw] mission. At the final stage of his ordeal with his people, Ibrahim
absolved himself and the believers from the idol worshippers. He made it clear that as long as
they continued to disbelieve in One God, there would be enmity and hatred between them and
the believers. But love and affection for his father compelled Ibrahim to continue to pray for
forgiveness for him. On another occasion he prayed to Allah,
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And forgive my father. Lo! he is of those who err. (86) And abase me not on the day when
they are raised, (87)
(Surah Ash Shu’ara 26 : 86-87)

Verse 5 - Ibrahim prayed to Allah to protect him and his followers from being easy targets
for their enemies. They did not wish to be so weak and powerless that the enemies of Allah
could defeat them easily. He also prayed for forgiveness as he and his followers were mortals
and inevitably subject to faults.

Verse 6 - The example set by Ibrahim and his followers could be imitated only by people of

strong faith and will, who themselves believed with certainty that they would meet their Lord
one day.

7. Teachings contained in Ibrahim’s Scripture

Prophet Ibrahim did receive a divine Scripture about which little is known. Abdullah Yusuf
Ali makes the following comments about it in his famous translation of the Quran,

No Book of Abraham has come down to us. But the Old Testament recognises that Abraham
was a Prophet (Gen.xx.7). There is a book in Greek, which has been translated by Mr. G.H.
Box, called the Testament of Abraham (published by the Society for the Promotion of
Christian Knowledge, London, 1927). It seems to be a Greek translation of a Hebrew
original. The Greek Text was probably written in the second Christian century, in Egypt, but
in its present form it probably goes back only to the 9th or 10th century. It was popular
among the Christians. Perhaps the Jewish Midrash also refers to a Testament of Abraham.
(footnote No. 6094)
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Or hath he not had news of what is in the books of Moses (36)
(Surah An Najm 53:36)
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He is successful who groweth, (14) And remembereth the name of his Lord, so prayeth, (15)
But ye prefer the life of the world (16) Although the Hereafter is better and more lasting. (17)

Lo! This is in the former scrolls. (18) The Books of Abraham and Moses. (19)
(Surah Al A’Alaa 87 14-19)

8. Titles of Honour Given to Ibrahim
Khalil-ullah: The friend of Allah (Al-Nisa:125)

Neither a Jew nor a Christian: (Aal-Imran:67)
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The Quran refuted the claim made by the Jews and the Christians who tried in vain to label
Ibrahim as one of their own brethren. How could Ibrahim be either a Jew or a Christian when
both these factions were established centuries after the life of Ibrahim?

Hanif: He denounced Shirk and preached the Unity of God throughout his life.
(Aal-Imran :67)

Muslim: As Islam is and has been the religion of all prophets of God, Ibrahim too submitted
himself to his Lord. (Aal-Imran:67)

Siddique: His readiness to sacrificeeverything in the way of Allah is a great witness to his
truthfuless. (Surah Maryam 19 41)
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And make mention (O Muhammad) in the Scripture of Abraham. Lo! he was a saint,
a prophet. (41)
(Surah Maryam 19 :41)
Chosen and guided: (Surah An-Nahl 16: 120 and Al-Baqarah 2 :130)
(VY ) Gl om i 5 B 41 48 i3 &
Lo! Abraham was a people obedient to Allah, by nature upright, and he was not of the

idolaters, (120)
(Surah An-Nabhl 16: 120)
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And who forsaketh the religion of Abraham save him who befooleth himself? Verily We chose

him in the world, and lo! in the Hereafter he is among the righteous. (130)
(Surah Al-Baqgarah 2 :130)

Awwaah: (Tender-hearted). Surah At-Taubah 9:114 and Surah Hud 11:75)
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The prayer of Abraham for the forgiveness of his father was only because of a promise he
had promised him, but when it had become clear unto him that he (his father) was an enemy

to Allah he (Abraham) disowned him. Lo! Abraham was soft of heart, long-suffering. (114)
(Surah At-Taubah 9:114)
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Lo! Abraham was mild, imploring, penitent. (75)
(Surah Surah Hud 11:75)

Haleem: (Forbearing of faults). (Surah At-Taubah 9:114 and Hud 11:75)
Muneeb: Turning back to God. (Surah Hud:75)

Builder of the House of Allah: (Al-Bagarah 2:127)
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And when Abraham and Ishmael were raising the foundations of the House, (Abraham
prayed): Our Lord! Accept from us (this duty). Lo! Thou, only Thou, art the Hearer,
the Knower. (127)

(Al-Bagarah 2:127)

Pronouncer to the call for Hajj: (Hajj 22:27)
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"And proclaim the Pilgrimage among men: they will come to thee on foot and (mounted) on
every kind of camel, lean on account of journeys through deep and distant mountain
highways;(27)

(Hajj 22:27)

Father of the Muslim community: (Hajj 22:78)
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And strive in His cause as ye ought to strive, (with sincerity and under discipline). He has
chosen you, and has imposed no difficulties on you in religion;, it is the cult of your father
Abraham. It is He Who has named you Muslims, both before and in this (Revelation), that the
Messenger may be a witness for you, and ye be witnesses for mankind! So establish regular
Prayer, give regular Charity, and hold fast to Allah. He is your Protector - the Best to protect
and the Best to help!(78)

(Hajj 22:78)
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Master of a sound heart: (Saffat 37:84)
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Behold! he approached his Lord with a sound heart.(84)

9. Father of a Dynasty of Prophets

Ibrahim had a third wife called Qatura, who gave birth to a son called Madyan. He is said to
be the father of the Madianites, also known as Ashab al Aikah (People of the Wood), to
whom Prophet Shu’aib was sent as Messenger. Prophet Ibrahim died at the age of 175 years.
His place of burial is said to be at Al Khalil in Palestine. Through his son Ishaq (who lived to
be 180 years old) and grandson Ya’qub, his family tree was adorned with a continuous chain
of Prophets, culminating in the person of Prophet Isa. Isa’s main duty was to give the people
the glad tidings of the coming of Prophet Muhammad [saw]. This prophecy was fulfilled six
centuries later in Ibrahim’s second chain of descendants through his son Ismail, who
remained in Makkah and lived to the age of 137 years. Prophet Muhammad [saw] was born
among the descendants of Ismail in 571C.E. Ibrahim was thus truly a father of Prophets and
the pious. May Allah shower His Blessings on Ibrahim and his family.

SOME PROPHETS AMONG THE DESCENDANTS OF PROPHET IBRAHIM
IBRAHIM

Ishaq Madyan Ismail

v

Yaqub
v

Yusuf

v

Musa Shuaib

v

Harun

Dawud
v

Sulayman

v

Zakariyyah

v

Yahya

v

Isa hd

Muhammad
(May Peace and Blessing of Allah be Upon Him)
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Chapter 2
HADITH: ADHAN AND WUDU

The beginning of the call to prayer

Abdullah b. Zayd reported that, “When the Messenger of Allah [saw] asked for a clapper to
be made to invite the people to prayer, I had a dream in which I saw a man carrying a clapper
in his hand.

I said to him, “O slave of Allah, will you sell this clapper?”
He said, “What do you want to do with it?”

I said, “We shall use it to call people for prayer.”

He said, “Can I suggest something better?”

I said, “Yes, of course you may.”

He said, “You should say these words:

Allahu Akbar ( Allah is the Greatest) (four times)
Ash hadu al la ilaha illallah ( I bear witness there is no god but Allah) (twice)
Ash hadu anna Muhammadur rasulullah ( I bear witness that Muhammad

is the Messenger of Allah) (twice)
Hayya ‘alas salah ( Hasten to prayer) (twice)
Hayya ‘alal falah ( Hasten to salvation) (twice)
Allahu akbar ( Allah is the greatest) (twice)

La ilaha illallah ( There is no god but Allah)”

He then stood quiet for a while before saying,
“You should say this when the prayer is about to begin,

Allahu Akbar (twice)
Ash-hadu al la ilaha illallah
Ash-hadu anna Muhammadur Rasulullah

Hayya alas Salah
Hayya alal Falah
Qad qamatus Salah (twice)
Allahu Akbar (twice)
La ilaha illallah.”

So I came to the Prophet in the morning and narrated my vision to him. He said, “By the
grace of Allah, this is a true dream. Go to Bilal and communicate your vision to him, and ask
him to pronounce these words as loudly as he can.” So I stood with Bilal and instructed him
in the Adhan and Bilal pronounced the words. Umar ibn al Khattab heard the sound of the
Adhan in his house and he came dragging his tunic on the ground, and said, “O Messenger of
Allah. By Him who has sent you with the truth, I have had a similar vision.”

The Messenger of Allah replied, “Allah be praised for that.”
(Abu Dawud and Tirmidhi)
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DISCUSSION

1. According to another hadith also contained in Abu Dawud, the Prophet [saw] had
requested suggestions on the best way to summon the people for prayer. Someone suggested
that a banner be waved at the time for prayer, but this idea was quickly rejected. The horn
was then suggested, but the Prophet [saw] rejected it because it was used by the Jews.
Someone then suggested using a clapper (made by hitting two pieces of wood together), but
the Prophet [saw] rejected this as it was used by the Christians. Abdullah b. Zayd then
reported the dream which he had seen and so the human voice was chosen. Unlike the harsh,
impersonal and monotonous sounds of the clapper, horn and bell, the sonorous human voice
with its wealth of emotions, tones and sounds is perfect for inviting the people to prayer.

2. The Prophet [saw] forbade the Muslims from following the ways of the Jews and
Christians, especially in religious observation and festivals. Both groups of people had been
chosen by Allah at different times to receive the honour of revelation and to spread the
message of Tawheed to the world. Both groups failed miserably in their task. The Jews went
as far as to earn the Wrath of Allah by murdering the Prophets sent to them and making a
mockery of the Torah. Divine commandments were twisted and changed out of recognition in
order to suit the whims and desires of the rabbis and their flocks.
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And when ye said: O Moses! We are weary of one kind of food; so call upon thy Lord for us
that He bring forth for us of that which the earth groweth - of its herbs and its cucumbers and
its corn and its lentils and its onions. He said: Would ye exchange that which is higher for
that which is lower? Go down to settled country, thus ye shall get that which ye demand. And
humiliation and wretchedness were stamped upon them and they were visited with wrath
from Allah. That was because they disbelieved in Allah’s revelations and slew the prophets
wrongfully. That was for their disobedience and transgression. (61)

(Surah Al Bagarah 2:61)

The Christians went astray very quickly after the departure of Prophet Isa as they lost the
Scripture he had brought with him. The New Testament extant was virtually re-written by
Saint Paul and later Church elders, and bears little resemblance to the original Injeel revealed
to Prophet Isa.

The Muslim community was warned of the fate of its predecessors and so advised to avoid
imitating the Jews and Christians in their worship, customs, religious festivals, and especially
in their treatment of the Prophets and divine Scriptures.

3. The Adhan is pronounced a little while before the congregational prayer in the Mosque to
give the Muslims time to prepare by performing Wudhu (ablution for prayer) and travelling
to the Masjid. The Muezzin traditionally stands on a tall minaret on the roof of the Masjid to
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deliver the Adhan so that his voice can reach as many people as possible. Once the people are
ready and standing in rows in the Masjid, the Iqamah is recited. This is very similar to the
Adhan but is recited quickly inside the Masjid, not from the minaret.

According to a hadith reported by Abu Mahdhura, the Prophet (SAW) told him to insert the
following phrase twice after ‘Hayya ‘alal Falah’ for the Fajr Adhan:

‘As Salatu Khayrun Minan Nawm.’
(Prayer is better than sleep)

It can be very difficult for most people to forsake their warm beds and comfortable sleep to
arise, to perform wudhu and then pray, so they are reminded that worshipping Allah is much
better for their souls than sleep.

The person who gives the Adhan (Muezzin) has been promised an immense reward. Ameer
Mu’awiya reported that he heard the Prophet (saw) say, “The Muezzin will have the tallest
necks on the Day of Judgement (to reflect their eminence).”

(Muslim)

Abu Abdullah bin Abdur Rahman bin Abu Sa’sa related that Abu Sa’eed al Khudri told him,
“I see that you people are shepherds and nomads. If you are in the desert where your goats
are grazing and you have to pronounce the Adhan, do it loudly. Because anybody, whether
jinn, human or anything else, who hears even the most distant voice of the muezzin, shall be a
witness to it on the Day of Judgement. This I heard from the Holy Prophet.”

(Bukhari)

‘Ugbah bin Amir said that he heard the Prophet say, “Your Lord delights at a shepherd who,
on the peak of a mountain crag, gives the call to prayer and prays. Then Allah says: Look at
this servant of Mine. He gives the call to prayer and performs the prayer; he is in awe of Me.

I'have forgiven My servant his sins and have admitted him to Paradise.”
(Nisai)

WUDU (ABLUTION)

In preparation for prayer, believers must perform wudu first. The Prophet said, “The key to
paradise is prayer, and the key to prayer is purification.”
(Ahmad)

Wudu prepares the Believer physically and mentally for prayer. Just as the dirt that tarnishes
the human body is washed away in wudu, so the dirt that tarnishes the soul is washed away
by prayer. The believer then emerges from Salah physically and spiritually cleansed.

Cleanliness is extremely important in Islam. There is no religion other than Islam which

requires such strict requirements of personal hygiene, including the unique precept that
believers must wash their private parts after answering the call of nature. While performing
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wudu, the believer is reminded that he is not off to perform some mundane daily task but is
about to converse in a private audience with his Lord and Master. Imagine an ordinary citizen
granted the honour of an audience with his country’s monarch. He would take time to wash
and cleanse his body, primp and preen himself with his finest attire, perfume his body and
style his hair. To speak to one’s King is an honour and a privilege, and few would undertake
it without the necessary toilette. Prayer is the pinnacle of royal audiences, as it is an audience
not with a mere mortal king but with the Omnipotent God and Master of mankind. And
despite the vastness of His Kingdom, Allah Almighty has honoured each and every servant of
His with private audiences whenever they so desire. There are no limits of time or quantity. A
believer can raise his hands in supplication whenever he so wishes, and his Lord will listen.
And so before the daily prayers, the believer cleanses and beautifies himself for the great
honour that his Lord has granted him.

Abu Huraira reported that the Messenger of Allah said, “When a believer washes his face (in
ablution), every sin he contemplated with his eyes will be washed away from his face with the
drops of water; when he washes his hands, every sin they commited will be effaced from his
hands; and when he washes his feet, every sin towards which his feet have walked will be

washed away, with the result that he comes out pure from all sins.”
(Muslim)

Nu’aim b. Abdullah al Mujmir reported that Abu Huraira performed wudu and said that the
Prophet had said, “You shall have your faces, hands and feet bright on the Day of
Resurrection because of your perfect ablution. He who can do so, let him increase the
brightness of his forehead and of his hands and legs.” (Muslim)

Cleanliness is part of Fitrah (man’s natural inclination). Human beings like to present
themselves at their best, especially in public, not at their worst. And as with all aspects of life,
Islam has advised us how to keep clean. Aisha reported that the Messenger of Allah said,
“Ten are the acts according to the Fitrah: clipping the moustache, letting the beard grow,
using the tooth-stick, snuffing up the water in the nose, cutting the nails, washing the finger
Joints, plucking the underarm hair, shaving pubic hair, and cleaning the private parts with
water.” (The narrator forgot the tenth one.)

(Muslim)

Wudu must be performed with care as the rewards for it are great indeed. Abdullah b. Zaid b.
Asim al Ansari was a Companion who was asked by the people to perform ablution as it was
performed by the Prophet. “He called for a vessel of water and poured water from it on his
hands and washed them three times. Then he inserted his hand in the vessel, scooped out
waler, rinsed his mouth and snuffed water from the palm of one hand, doing it three times.
He again scooped out water and washed his face three times. Then he inserted his hand to
draw out water and washed each arm up to the elbow thrice. Then he inserted his hand to
draw out water and wiped his head front and back with his hands. He then washed his feet up
to the ankles, and said, ‘This is how Allah’s Messenger performed wudu.”

(Muslim)

140



Humran, the freed slave of Uthman, reported that Uthman performed wudu and then said,
The Messenger of Allah said, “He who performed wudu like this wudu of mine and offered
two rak’ ahs of prayer without allowing his thoughts to be distracted, all his previous sins will

be forgiven.”
(Muslim)
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Chapter 3
BELIEF IN ANGELS

Aisha reported that the Prophet (saw) once said, “The angels were created from light. The
Jinns were created from fire. Man was created Jrom that which has been described to you.”
(Muslim)

The substances from which all creatures were created have quite an impact on their
characteristics. For example, the angels were created from light, which is transparent and
pure. The angels are similarly transparent as they have no sins to hide and no complexities in
their character. They were created to serve Allah and that is all they do, without choice. And
like light, they are pure, illuminated and good.

Jinns, on the other hand, were created from fire, which is aggressive and destructive, qualities
which made Iblis arrogant and disobedient when he first met Prophet Adam.

Fire is also an element that burns and consumes other elements in order to survive. If there is
no wood left to burn, the fire will die out. The satans, who are the evil jinns, exist by
consuming the evil deeds of human beings and by discouraging good deeds. Without the evil
deeds of humans to feed on, these jinns would die.

Jabir reported: I heard the Messenger of Allah (saw) saying, "If a person mentions the Name
of Allah upon entering his house or eating, Satan says, addressing his followers: “You will
find nowhere in which to spend the night and no dinner.' But if he enters without mentioning
the Name of Allah, Satan says (to his followers); “You have found a place in which to spend
the night’, and if he does not mention the Name of Allah at the time of eating, Satan says:
“You have found a place in which to spend the night, as well as food."

[Muslim].

Human beings are made of clay and have many of the characteristics associated with clay.
Clay is made of a myriad of colours and substances, just as humans come in a myriad of
colours, sizes and abilities. A clay container is opaque and will hide its contents when seen
from a distance; similarly, humans hide a myriad of emotions, capabilities and experiences
within their bodies. Simply looking at a human is not enough to determine the complexity
and intricacy of his character. Because of this opaqueness of character, humans can commit
sins or do good deeds with equal secrecy, hiding from other creatures their true potential.
Iblis made the mistake of judging Adam lightly, assuming that he could not see through
Adam because there was nothing to see. In fact, Adam was Allah’s greatest creation as he had
a potential to obey or disobey Allah with an intensity far superior to that of other creatures.

Belief in Angels is a basic tenet of the Islamic faith. The angels are the most numerous of the
creation of Allah, the entire universe being filled with their forms. The angels do not eat or
drink, they have been created without distinction of sex, they do not marry or reproduce, and
they have no will of their own. They are the slaves of Allah who rush around fulfilling His
Commands. They were created for the sole purpose of obeying Allah and cannot disobey
Him. In their case, to hear really is to obey. The entire running of the universe is dependent
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on these angels, who take orders from Allah and then rush to implement them. They are huge,
winged creatures of immense beauty and nobility. The Prophet (saw) once saw Jibril
resplendent with six hundred wings! The number of angels is impossible to calculate or even
imagine. The Prophet (saw) once said “The heaven groans and it has a right to groan. On the
Final Day, Hell will be pulled up by 70,000 thongs, and holding each thong there will be
70,000 angels.”

During his Mi’raj journey to the seven heavens, the Prophet (saw) was taken to Bayt al
Ma’mur (The Frequented House) opposite the Throne of Allah.This is a heavenly Ka’ba for
the angels. 70,000 angels visit the House each and every day to pray and perform Tawaf, just
as Muslims pray and perform Tawaf around the earthly Ka’ba. The angels visit the House
only once, never to return to it again! This gives us an indication of the vast number of angels
in this universe. In fact the Prophet (saw) said, “There is no space in the seven heavens a
foot’s length or a handspan or a palm’s width which does not have an angel standing,
bowing or prostrating on it.” (At Tabarani)

Jibreel, Mikail and Israfil are the leaders of the angels.

Jibreel is the Archangel, honoured with conveying revelation from Allah to all the prophets.
He is the king of the angels and is obeyed and respected by them all. When the Prophet (saw)
saw him for the first time, Jibreel seemed to be standing on a mountain in his full glory; his
600 wings fanning out in a glorious display of beauty and grandeur. Jibreel is trustworthy,
pure and the embodiment of everything virtuous.
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That this is in truth the word of an honoured messenger, (19) Mighty, established in the
presence of the Lord of the Throne, (20) (One) to be obeyed, and trustworthy; (21)
(Surah At Takwir 81:19-21)

Mikail is the angel in charge of plants and rainfall. He will send rain whenever Allah orders
him to do so. Senior angels do not work on their own but have countless angels under
their command; Mikail’s army of helpers make the winds and clouds move, and thunder
and lightning to echo in the land. They allow plants to thrive or die according to instructions
from Allah.

Israfil is the angel of the trumpet. On the final Day he will be commanded by Allah to blow
three blasts on the trumpet. The first will be the Blast of Terror which will cause all humans,
animals and jinn to scream and tremble in fear; the earth will shake in terror and the
mountains will crumble and fall. The people alive on earth at the time will be the worst of the
people and they will endure the terrifying noise of the Trumpet and the chaos and destruction
which this will cause. The second will be the Blast of Swooning which will cause every
human, jinn and beast to die. The third will be the Blast of the Rising when all humans and
jinns that have ever existed will be resurrected for the final judgement. Each and every
particle of the earth’s ground will tear open to reveal the bodies of humans long buried and
forgotten.
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Arzrail is the angel of Death. He and his helpers draw the soul out of the dying person and
carry it up to the heavens.
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Say: The angel of death, who hath charge concerning you, will gather you, and afterward
unto your Lord ye will be returned. (11)
(Surah As Sajdah 32:11)

The manner in which the soul leaves the body depends on the actions of that person. In a very
long hadith narrated by Al Bara b. Azib, the Prophet (saw) said, “When a believer is about to
leave the world and go forward to the next world, angels with faces white as the sun come
down to him from heaven with one of the shrouds of paradise and some of the pefume of
paradise and sit away from him as far as the eye can see. Then the Angel of Death comes and
sits at his head and says, ‘Good soul, come out to Jforgiveness and acceptance from Allah.’
The soul comes out from the body just as a drop flows from a water-skin and he seizes it; and
when he does so they do not leave it in his hand for an instant, but take it and place it in that
shroud and perfume, and from it there comes forth a fragrance like that of the sweetest musk
found on the face of the earth....

...But when a disbeliever is about to leave the world and proceed fo the next world, angels
with black faces come down to him from heaven with hair-cloth and sit away from him as far
as the eye can see. Then the Angel of Death comes and sits at his head and says, ‘Wicked
soul, come out to displeasure from Allah.’ The soul then becomes dissipated in his body, and
he draws it out as a spit is drawn out from moistened wool. He then seizes it, and when he
does so they do not leave it in his hand for an instant, but put it in that hair-cloth and from it
comes a stench like the most offensive corpse found on the face of the earth.....”

Allah Almighty says,
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If thou couldst see how the angels receive those who disbelieve, smiting their faces and their
backs and (saying): Taste the punishment of burning! (50)
(Surah Al Anfal 8:50)
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Those whom the angels cause to die (when they are) good. They say: Peace be unto you!
Enter the Garden because of what ye used to do. (32)
(Surah An Nahl 16:32)

Once the soul has left the person’s body, a new life begins known as the Al-Barzakh

(period in the grave), which will last until the resurrection on the Final Day. The angels in
charge of the Trial of the Grave are Munkar and Nakir. After its ascent to the heavens, the
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soul is restored to its body in the grave for questioning. If the person is then successful in
answering the questions correctly, his grave will expand and fill with the fragrance, coolness
and sounds of paradise. If the person was a disbeliever or a hypocrite during his life on earth,
he will fail the test of the grave and it will fill with the heat, pain and torture of hell.

The hadith of Al Bara b. Azib quoted earlier continues with the questions put by Munkar and
Nakir to the deceased person in his grave. The four questions they ask each soul is:

“Who is your Lord?”

“What is your Religion?”

“Who is the man who was sent among you?”
“What is your source of Knowledge?”

The person will be unable to give well-rehearsed answers to these questions, but will speak
truthfully according to his actions when alive. On the Day of Judgement, man will be
condemned to hell or welcomed into paradise on the evidence of his own actions. It will not
be left to other jurors to decide his fate for eternity but it will be the testimony of his own life
which will decide his fate. Each and every word that a person says on earth, each and every
action he performs, and each and every thought he thinks are recorded by two scribes; angels
which sit on his shoulders and work without fatigue to record his entire life. The Almighty
reminds us,
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When the two Receivers receive (him), seated on the right hand and on the left, (17)
(Surah Qaf 50:17)

Man will thus be the best proof for or against himself on the Final Day.
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And every man’s augury have We fastened to his own neck, and We shall bring forth for him
on the Day of Resurrection a book which he will find wide open. (13) (And it will be said unto
him): Read thy Book. Thy soul sufficeth as reckoner against thee this day. (14)

(Surah Al Isra 17:13-14)

Mujahid reported that the Prophet said: “Honour the two noble scribes who leave you only at
two times: in Janaba and when you relieve yourselves. When one of you takes a ghusul, he
should screen himself with a wall or his camel, or his brother should screen him.”

(Ibn Abi Hatim)

The intentions of a person are also recorded by the angels known as the Noble Scribes.
Sufyan was asked how the angels were aware of the nature of a person’s thoughts and
intentions. He replied, “When someone intends a good action, they smell the scent of musk
coming from him. And when he intends an evil action, they smell a putrid smell coming from
him.”
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Allah Almighty has also appointed an army of Guardian Angels to protect His creation.
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For him are angels ranged before him and behind him, who guard him by Allah's command.
Lo! Allah changeth not the condition of a folk until they (first) change that which is in their
hearts; and if Allah willeth misfortune for a folk there is none that can repel it, nor have they
a defender beside Him. (11)

(Surah Ar Ra’d 13:11)

These angels protect each and every person from any harm reaching him, unless this harm
has been decreed for him by Allah. When this happens, the angel moves away to allow the
harm to reach its target. Mujahid is reported to have said, “There is no one who does not have
an angel who is entrusted with protecting him both when asleep and when awake, from jinn
and men and reptiles. None of them comes to him without finding an angel blocking its way
except for something which Allah has given permission to reach him.”

The angel described as the Custodian of Paradise is Ridwan. When the good souls will
enter paradise, the angels at its gates will send greetings of peace upon them. And when the
evil souls will be hurled into hell, the angels at its doors will speak to them in disgust,
astonished that these people rejected the message of Prophet Muhammad (saw).
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And those who disbelieve are driven unto hell in troops till, when they reach it and the gates
thereof are opened, and the warders thereof say unto them: Came there not unto you
messengers of your own, reciting unto you the revelations of your Lord and warning you of
the meeting of this your Day? They say: Yea, verily. But the word of doom of disbelievers is
Julfilled. (71) It is said (unto them): Enter ye the gates of hell to dwell therein. Thus hapless is
the journey's end of the scorners. (72) And those who keep their duty to their Lord are driven
unto the Garden in troops till, when they reach it, and the gates thereof are opened, and the
warders thereof say unto them: Peace be unto you! Ye are good, so enter ye (the Garden of
delight), to dwell therein, (73)

(Surah Az Zumar 39:71-73)

The Quran speaks of a hierarchy of angels over Hellfire. Malik is the angel in charge of Hell,
and he has nineteen ruthless deputies. These nineteen angels control a vast army of angels
who are unflinching in their task of ensuring that no wrong-doer will be allowed to escape
from hell. The humans and jinn condemned to burning in hell will beg the angels to give
them some respite, and to beseech Allah on their behalf for clemency. But their cries will
have no effect on the angels. The Almighty warns His creation of this:
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O ye who believe! Ward off from yourselves and your families a Fire whereof the fuel is men
and stones, over which are set angels strong, severe, who resist not Allah in that which He
commandeth them, but do that which they are commanded. (6)

(Surah At Tahrim 66:6)

The Prophet (saw) once said, “On the Day of Rising, Hell will be drawn up by 70,000 thongs,
and on each thong there will be 70,000 angels.”
(Sahih Muslim)

In previous lessons we have mentioned stories of nations such as ‘Ad and Thamud who were
destroyed for their sins. They were annihilated so completely that no remnants of their
civilizations were left behind. These communities may have been destroyed by the Angel of
the Mountains. After an unhappy visit by the Prophet (saw) to a neighbouring tribe, Jibreel
came to him and offered to have them destroyed. He told the Prophet, “Allah has heard what
your people said to you and the reply they gave you. He has sent the Angel of the Mountains
with me so that you can command him as you wish. If you wish, he will crush your people by
causing the mountains to fall on top of them, or if you wish, he will make the earth swallow
them up.”

The Prophet (saw) however, declined the offer, citing his hope that one day the descendants
of these rebellious people would turn to Tawheed and Islam.

Hadith literature also mention the Angel of the Womb who directs the sperm into the egg,
destroys the foetus if it is not destined to survive (miscarriage), and breathes the spirit of life
into the egg in the womb. He is also entrusted with recording the destiny of the person even
before he is born.

Anas b. Malik narrated that the Prophet said, “Allah has put an angel in charge of the womb.
He asks, ‘O Lord, a drop? O Lord, a clot? O Lord, a morsel?” When Allah desires to
complete the creation of the foetus, he asks, ‘O Lord, male or female? Wretched or happy?
How much provision? How long a lifespan?’ The person’s destiny is thus written while he is
still in his mother’s womb.”

(Agreed upon)

There are many angels that bear the Throne of Allah, and others whose duties are to praise
and fear Him. Some groups of angels are described as the Mala’il A’laa (the highest

assembly).Other angels help true believers in times of war; the Prophet (saw) was aided by
these angels during the battle of Badr and during the conquest of Makkah.
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When ye sought help of your Lord and He answered you (saying): I will help you with a
thousand of the angels, rank on rank. (9)
(Surah Al Anfal 8:9)

Finally, we end with an account of the Angels of Zikr who travel the earth looking for
gatherings in which Allah’s religion is being taught. When they find such gatherings, they sit
among the participants, enveloping them in their wings and filling the gathering with peace
and mercy.

Abu Huraira reported that the Prophet (saw) said, “Allah has supernumerary angels who
travel around seeking gatherings in which Allah’s name is being invoked; they sit with them
and fold their wings round each other, filling that which is between them and between the
lowest heaven.”

When the gathering disperses, the angels ascend to heaven where they report to Allah. The
hadith quoted above ends thus: “Allah says (to the angels): ‘I have forgiven them and I have
bestowed upon them what they have asked for, and I have granted them sanctuary from that
Jfrom which they asked for protection.’

The angels ask: ‘O Lord, among them is so-and-so, a much sinning servant, who was

merely passing by and sat down with them.’

Allah says: ‘And to him too I have given forgiveness. He who sits with such people shall
not suffer.’”

(Muslim)
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Chapter 1
PROPHET ISMA’IL (ISHMAEL)

According to established traditions, Prophet Ibrahim lived from 1940 B.C. to 1765 B.C. His
son Ismail was born in approx 1854 B.C. when Ibrahim was 86years old and had been
supplicating to Allah to grant him pious offspring. The Quran has recorded this du’a:
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And he said: Lo! I am going unto my Lord Who will guide me. (99) My Lord! Vouchsafe me
of the righteous. (100) So We gave him tidings of a gentle son. (101)
(Surah Al Saffat 37:99-101)

Soon after the birth of his first son, Ibrahim was commanded by Allah Almighty to travel to
Makkah and leave Hajirah and their infant son Ismail in its barren valley. It is mistakenly
believed that Ibrahim abandoned his new family in such a remote place because his first wife
Sarah, who was still childless, was becoming jealous of Hajirah and was beginning to voice
her feelings. Although this rivalry between the co-wives did surface, it was not the reason
behind Ibrahim’s long journey from Palestine to Makkah. The truth was that Allah Almighty
had a divine scheme to establish an Islamic nucleus in Makkah, which would remain strong
until the day of Judgement. Ismail was destined to be the father of this new Islamic
civilization, so his journey to this distant land was necessary for the divine plan.

Abdullah b. Abbas narrated a long hadith from the Prophet (saw) in which Ismail’s life in
Makkah was recounted. This hadith is reproduced below:

“The first lady to use a girdle was the mother of Ismail. She used a girdle so that she might
hide her tracks from Sarah. Ibrahim brought her and her son Ismail while she was suckling
him, to a place near the Ka’ba under a tree on the spot of Zamzam, at the highest place in the
mosque. During those days there was nobody in Makkah, nor was there any water. So he
made them sit there and placed near them a leather bag containing some dates, and a small
water-skin containing some water, and set out homeward. Ismail’s mother followed him
saying, “O Ibrahim! Where are you going, leaving us in this valley where there is no person
whose company we may enjoy, nor is there anything else?” She repeated that to him many
times, but he did not look back at her. Then she asked him, “Has Allah ordered you to do
so?” He said, “Yes.” She said, “Then He will not neglect us,” and returned to her son.
Ibrahim proceeded onwards, and on reaching the Thaniya where they could not see him, he
Jaced the Ka’ ba, and raising both hands, invoked Allah saying the following prayers:-

‘O Lord! I have made some of my offspring dwell in a valley without cultivation, by
Your Sacred House in order, O our Lord, that they may offer prayer perfectly. So fill
some hearts among men with love towards them, and (O Allah) provide them with
fruits, so that they may give thanks.’ (14:37)
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Ismail’s mother went on suckling Ismail and drinking from the water. When the water in the
water-skin had finished, she became thirsty and her child also became thirsty. She started
looking at him tossing in agony. She left him, for she could not bear to see his discomfort,
and found that the mountain of Safa was the nearest mountain to her on that land. She stood
on it and started looking at the valley, hoping that she might see somebody, but she could not
see anyone. Then she descended from Safa and when she reached the valley, she tucked up
her robe and ran in the valley like a person in distress and trouble. She crossed the valley
and reached the Marwa mountain where she stood and started looking, expecting to see
somebody, but she could not see anybody. She repeated that (running between Safa and
Marwa) seven times.”

The Prophet said, “This is the source of the tradition of the walking of people between them
(ie. Safa and Marwa). When she reached Marwa (for the last time) she heard a voice, and she
asked herself to be quiet and listened attentively. She heard the voice again and said, ‘O
(whoever you may be)! You have made me hear your voice; have you got something to help
me?” And behold! She saw an angel at the place of Zamzam, digging the earth with his heel
(or his wing), until water flowed from that place. She started to make something like a basin
around it using her hands, and started filling her water-skin with water with her hands, but
the water continued to flow after she had scooped out some of it.”

The Prophet (saw) added, “May Allah bestow mercy on Ismail’s mother! Had she let the
Zamzam flow (without trying to control it or had she not scooped from that water to fill her
water-skin), Zamzam would have been a stream flowing on the surface of the earth.” The
Prophet (saw) further added, “Then she drank (water) and suckled her child. The angel said
to her, ‘Do not be afraid of being neglected, for this is the House of Allah which will be built
by this boy and his father, and Allah never neglects His people.” The House (ie. Ka’ba) at
that time was on a high place resembling a hillock, and when torrential rain came, it flowed
to its right and left. She lived in that way until some people from the tribe of Jurhum or a
Jamily from Jurhum passed by her and her child while travelling through Kada’ . They were
in the lower part of Makkah when they saw a bird known for its habit of flying around water
and not leaving it. They said, “This bird must be flying around water, though we know that
there is no water in this valley.” So they sent some messengers who discovered the source of
water, so they all came (towards the water).”

The Prophet (saw) added, “Ismail’s mother was sitting near the water. They asked her, ‘Will
you allow us to camp here?” She replied, ‘Yes, but you will have no right to possess the
water.” They agreed to that.” The Prophet (saw) further said, “Ismail’s mother was pleased
with the whole situation as she enjoyed the company of the people. So they settled there, and
later on they sent for their families who came and settled with them so that some families
became permanent residents there. The child (ie. Ismail) grew up and learnt Arabic from
them; his virtues caused them to love and admire him as he grew up, and when he reached
the age of puberty, they arranged for his marriage with a woman from amongst them. After
the death of Ismail’s mother, Ibrahim came to see the family he had left years before, but he
could not find Ismail. When he asked Ismail’s wife about him, she replied, ‘He has gone in
search of our livelihood.” Then he asked her about their way of living and their condition.

She responded by complaining, ‘We are living in misery, we live in hardship and destitution.’
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He said, ‘When your husband returns, convey ny salutations to him and tell him to change
the threshold of his house.” When Ismail came, he sensed something unusual, so he asked his
wife, ‘Has anyone visited you?’

She replied. ‘Yes, an old man of such-and-such description came and asked me about your
whereabouts and I told him. Then he asked about our state of living, and I told him that we
were living in hardship and poverty.” On that Ismail said, ‘Did he give you any advice?”

She replied, ‘Yes, he told me to convey his salutations to you and to tell you to change the
threshold of your gate.’

Ismail said. ‘That was my father, and he has ordered me to divorce you. Go back to your
family’

So Ismail divorced her and married another woman from amongst them (ie. Jurhum). Then
Ibrahim stayed away from them for a period as long as Allah wished and called on them
again but did not find Ismail. So he came to Ismail’'s wife and asked her about their
sustenance and living. She replied, ‘We are prosperous and we have everything in
abundance.” Then she thanked Allah Almighty.

Ibrahim asked, ‘What kind of food do you eat?’ She said, ‘Meat.’

He asked, ‘What do you drink?’ She said, ‘Water.’

He said, “O Allah, bless their meat and water.”

The Prophet (saw) added. “At that time they did not have grain, and if they had grain, he
would have also invoked Allah to bless it.” The Prophet (saw) added, “If somebody has only
these two things as his sustenance, his health and disposition will be badly affected, unless he
lives in Makkah.”

The Prophet (saw) added, “Then Ibrahim said to Ismail’s wife, ‘When your husband comes,
give my regards to him and tell him that he should keep firm the threshold of his gate.” When
Ismail came back, he asked his wife, ‘Did anyone call on you?’

She replied, ‘Yes, a good-looking old man came to me,’ she praised him and added, ‘He
asked about you, and I informed him, and he asked about our livelihood and I told him that
we were in a good condition.” Ismail asked her, ‘Did he give you any advice?’ She said, ‘Yes,
he told me to give his regards to you and ordered that you should keep firm the threshold of
your gate.” On that Ismail said, ‘That was my father, and you are the threshold (of the gate).
He has ordered me to keep you with me.’

Then Ibrahim stayed away from them for a period as long as Allah wished, and called on
them afterwards. He saw Ismail under a tree near Zamzam, sharpening his arrows. When he
saw Ibrahim, he rose up to welcome him (and they greeted each other as a father does with
his son or a son does with his father). Ibrahim said, ‘O Ismail! Allah has given me an order.
Ismail said, ‘Do what your Lord has ordered you to do.” Ibrahim asked, ‘Will you help me?’
Ismail said, ‘I will help you." Ibrahim said, ‘Allah has ordered me to build a house here,’
pointing to a hillock higher than the land surrounding it.”

The Prophet added, “Then they raised the foundations of the House (ie. the Ka’ba). Ismail
brought the stones and Ibrahim built them up. When the walls became high, Ismail brought
this stone and put it for Ibrahim who stood on it and carried on building. Ismail would hand
him the stones while both of them prayed,
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And when Abraham and Ishmael were raising the foundations of the House, (Abrah

prayed): Our Lord! Accept from us (this duty). Lo! Thou, only Thou, art the Hearer, ¢
Knower. (127)

Surah al Baqarah 2:127)

The Offspring of Ismail
Ismail had twelve sons and one daughter. His geneology through his son Kidar culminate

with the birth of the seal of the Prophets, Muhammad (saw), a result of the joint prayer
Ibrahim and Ismail:
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And when Abraham and Ishmael were raising the foundations of the House, (Abrahan
prayed): Our Lord! Accept from us (this duty). Lo! Thou, only Thou, art the Hearer, the
Knower. (127) Our Lord! And make us submissive unto Thee and of our seed a natior
submissive unto Thee, and show us our ways of worship, and relent toward us. Lo! Thou,
only Thou, art the Relenting, the Mercifil. (128) Our Lord! And raise up in their midst q
messenger from among them who shall recite unto them Thy revelations, and shall instruct
them in the Scripture and in wisdom and shall make them grow. Lo! Thou, only Thou, art the
Mighty, Wise. (129)

(Surah Al Baqarah 2:127-129)

Ismail lived for 137 years and was buried beside his mother at the threshold of the Ka’ba.
The attributes of Ismail in the Quran
1. .
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And make mention in the Scripture of Ishmael. Lo! he was a keeper of his promise, and he
was a messenger (of Allah), a prophet. (54) He enjoined upon his people worship and

almsgiving, and was acceptable in the sight of his Lord. (55)
(Surah Maryam 19:54-55)
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He was also a Messenger and a Prophet to his own people, conveying to them the words of
Allah Almighty. Prayer and Charity were two commandments practised and preached by all
the prophets of Allah, including Ismail. Because of these noble qualities, Allah Almighty
declares His pleasure with Prophet Ismail.

2.
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So We gave him tidings of a gentle son. (101 ) And when (his son) was old enough to walk
with him, (Abraham) said: O my dear son, I have seen in a dream that I must sacrifice thee.
So look, what thinkest thou? He said: O my father! Do that which thou art commanded. Allah
willing, thou shalt find me of the steadfast. (102)

(Surah Al Saffat 37:101-102)
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And (mention) Ishmael, and Idris, and Dhu'l-Kifl. All were of the steadfast. (85)
(Surah Al Anbiya 21:85)

Ismail is described as forbearant and patient, two characteristics which became evident
during the test of the sacrifice.

Prophet Is’haq (Isaac)

Is’haq was the younger brother of Ismail, born to Ibrahim’s first wife Sarah in her old age,
and his lineage too was blessed with a tremendous succession of Prophets. Biblical claims
that Is’haq was the intended sacrifice have been refuted earlier. Ishaq married his cousin
Rufga who gave birth to twin-boys Esau (Al Eis) and Jacob (Yaqub). Is’haq lived for 180
years and was buried at Hebron (Khalil) in Palestine. Yaqub was favoured by Allah
and chosen to be a Prophet, so sibling rivalry grew until Yaqub was forced to leave his
native country.

The Quran gives few details about the life of Is’haq, reiterating only that he was a pious man

and blessed with pious descendants, among them numerous prophets. His birth was special as
it was a miraculous gift for Sarah in her old age.
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His description in the Quran

1. He was divinely guided
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And We bestowed upon him Isaac and Jacob; each of them We guided; and Noah did We
guide aforetime; and of his seed (We guided) David and Solomon and Job and Joseph and

Moses and Aaron. Thus do We reward the good. (84)
(Surah Al An’am 6:84)

2. He was a Prophet, remembered always for his truthfulness.
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So, when he had withdrawn from them and that which they were worshipping beside Allah,
We gave him Isaac and Jacob. Each of them We made a prophet. (49) And we gave them of
Our mercy, and assigned to them a high and true renown. (50)

(Surah Maryam 19:49-50)

3. Prophet Is’haq is usually mentioned with his son Yaqub. As members of the noble
family of Ibrahim, they excelled in goodness and piety.
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And We bestowed upon him Isaac, and Jacob as a grandson. Each of them We made
righteous. (72) And We made them chiefs who guide by Our command, and We inspired in
them the doing of good deeds and the right establishment of worship and the giving of alms,
and they were worshippers of Us (alone). (73)

(Surah Al Anbiya 21:72-73)

4. Prophet Ibrahim’s lineage through Is’haq and Yaqub was blessed with a long chain
of Prophets in Palestine and Egypt, who held the banner of Islam for centuries.
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And We bestowed on him Isaac and Jacob, and We established the prophethood and the
Scripture among his seed, and We gave him his reward in the world, and lo! in the Hereafter
he verily is among the righteous. (27)

Surah Al Ankabut 29:27
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5. Although Is’haq’s offspring were exceptionally blessed, there were many among them
who followed the path of evil. Good lineage does not necessarily equate with good
character, as we see from the stories of Prophet Adam’s son Qabil (the first murderer)
and Prophet Nuh’s son (who drowned in the flood).
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And we gave him tidings of the birth of Isaac, a prophet of the righteous. (112) And We
blessed him and Isaac. And of their seed are some who do good, and some who plainly wrong
themselves. (113)

(Surah Al Saffat 37:112-113)

6. Prophet Ibrahim and his sons were endowed with vision and understanding. They
understood that this life is transient and only the Hereafter is permanent, and they
called on others to understand these facts as well.
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And make mention of Our bondmen, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, men of parts and vision. (45)
Lo! We purified them with a pure thought, remembrance of the Home (of the Hereafter). (46)
Lo! in Our sight they are verily of the elect, the excellent. (47)

(Surah Saad 38: 45-47)

Prophet Lut (Lot)

Prophet Lut was a nephew of Prophet Ibrahim. He was a strong believer who accompanied
his uncle during his journey to Palestine and Egypt after his expulsion from his native land of
Iraq. Lut then travelled to Sodom and Gomorrah, two cities near the Dead Sea. The people of
these cities were extremely evil and would rob and kill any travellers who passed through
their land. Lawlessness and injustice prevailed and truth was rejected. But the most
disgusting crime for which these people became notorious was that of homosexuality. These
people invented this perversion, hence the term Sodomy.

Sodomy is an evil act which goes against both human nature and the rules set by God. It is
unnatural, immmoral and destroys the healthy fabric of decent society.

Prophet Lut was sent to these people to invite them to the pure teachings of Islam and to warn
them of severe divine retribution if they did not abandon their filthy practices. He spent years
preaching to them, but to no avail. They were too busy in their vice and crimes to listen to his
message.

Two stories are told to illustrate the criminal behaviour of these people to travellers and
visitors. Any new merchant who went to trade in Sodom or Gomorrah would find that the
townspeople would approach him, one by one, and take something from his stock. Soon he
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would be left empty-handed. While wringing his hands and bemoaning his treatment, he
would see one of the looters returning with a stolen article and disdainfully returning it tc
him. Contemptuously the merchant would refuse to take it; after all, one meager article was
worthless when the entire stock was gone. Other looters would then return to mock him angd
make a display of returning his goods. But eventually, the merchant would be forced to leave
the town, empty-handed and humiliated.

A second story is told of Eliezer, who was sent to Sodom by Sarah to enquire after the
welfare of Lut. As soon as he entered the town, a man hit him on the head with a stone,
causing heavy bleeding. The attacker then asked for money for his ‘services’, claiming that
his intention was to remove excess and harmful blood from Eliezer’s head. Dumbfounded by
the attack and the demand for money, Eliezer went to the nearest court looking for justice.
But the judge was from the same depraved community, and ordered Eliezer to pay the man
who had attacked him for the ‘service’ rendered. Furious at this verdict, Eliezer gave the
Judge a taste of his own medicine by cracking his head with a stone, and ordering him to give
payment for this ‘service.’

Lut struggled to guide these people for many years, but his efforts were in vain. Even his own
wife was a disbeliever. As discussed earlier in Lesson 4, angels appointed with the task of the
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah were sent to earth, They first visited Ibrahim, where
they gave Sarah the news of a son, Is’haq. When Ibrahim learned of their mission, he pleaded

found among them. Lut’s house was the only one containing believers, and even among this
small number was one disbeliever, Lut’s wife.

Instead of fearing Allah’s punishment, the depraved community mocked Lut and dared him
to bring the punishment he had been promising.
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And Lot! (Remember) when he said unto his folk: Lo! Ye commit lewdness such as no
Creature did before you. (28) For come ye not in unto males, and cut ye not the road (for
lravellers), and commit ye not abomination in your meetings? But the answer of his folk was
only that they said: Bring Allah’s doom upon us if thou art a truthteller! (29) He said: My
Lord! Give me victory over folk who work corruption. (30)

(Surah Al Ankabut 29:28-30)

s B A (V1Y) G T b sl 2 g6 Y (11 Entuall o 438 u.mS
<5 G ) 6 A ) Al G e 2k T (V%) Gsshaly &7 166508 (1 17y Gy
‘»Cs?igjia;eé;;;i}@jsumjﬁg(na) uw_,_nwuum @Jﬁfzi(\ws) el
ol JB& (VR %ﬁi@&ﬂéﬂ@ﬁ;ﬁ@ij@(\u) Gede 338 23 g
Ol “40hly A2 (134) Gl e Ty i (V1A) Cullali G aktany

158



$Uad 1)l agile Uphaaly (VY1) AT U300 25 (VW) Guptadl 313688 3 (VYY)
el 363 &0 O3 (Y V 8) Diara pd SEET G8 a3y A AT L8 &) (VYY) G AT aa
(YVe) pall

The folk of Lot denied the messengers (of Allah), (160) When their brother Lot said unto
them: Will ye not ward off (evil)? (161) Lo! I am a faithful messenger unto you, (162) So keep
your duty to Allah and obey me. (163) And I ask of you no wage therefor; my wage is the
concern only of the Lord of the Worlds. (164) What! Of all creatures do ye come unto the
males, (165) And leave the wives your Lord created for you? Nay, but ye are forward folk.
(166) They said: If thou cease not, O Lot, thou wilt soon be of the outcast. (167) He said: I
am in truth of those who hate your conduct. (168) My Lord! Save me and my household from
what they do. (169) So We saved him and his household, every one, (170) Save an old woman
among those who stayed behind. (171) Then afterward We destroyed the others. (172) And
We rained on them a rain. And dreadful is the rain of those who have been warned. (173) Lo!
herein is indeed a portent, yet most of them are not believers. (174) And lo! thy Lord, He is
indeed the Mighty, the Merciful. (175)

(Surah Al Shu’ara 26:160-175)

When the three angels arrived in the shape of handsome young men, Prophet Lut’s daughters
were the first to meet them. They were young women of faith and knew that these men would
become the objects of the townspeoples’ obscene carnal desires. Lut quickly took them to his
house to evade notice, but his wife slipped out to spread the news of the handsome new
guests. The people surrounded the house and demanded that the men be given over to them.
Lut was embarrassed and fearful for his guests, unaware that they were angels. He implored
his people not to humiliate him, and advised them to marry women instead.
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And his people came unto him, running towards him - and before then they used to commit
abominations - He said: O my people! Here are my daughters! They are purer for you.
Beware of Allah, and degrade me not in (the presence of) my guests. Is there not among you
any upright man? (78)

(Surah Hud 11:78)

Two interpretations are given by scholars for this verse. One is that Lut offered the hands of
his two daughters in marriage to the leaders of the people, thus hoping to avert their attention
from his guests. But the stronger interpretation seems to be that the ‘daughters’ he referred to
were the girls of the town; they were all his daughters, and he advised the townspeople to
fulfil their legitimate sexual needs with women in the state of matrimony. This would be
purer for their community. The people however continued to clamour for Lut’s guests and,
feeling utterly helpless during this dreadful ordeal, Lut cried out:
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He said: Would that I had strength to resist you or had some strong support (among you
(Surah Hud 11:80)

But powerful help was at hand. The angels revealed their true nature to Lut and advised hir
to escape from Sodom during the night, taking his two daughters with him. That night th
townspeople attacked Lut’s home, but Allah Almighty blinded them so they were unable t

escape, Allah Almighty sent His punishment. A massive earthquake ripped the cities out o
their foundations. Stones rained down from the sky, crushing and obliterating all signs o
existence. Sodom and Gomorrah were wiped off the map, as if they had never existed.
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guilty folk, (58) (All) save the Jamily of Lot. Them we shal] deliver every one, (59) Except k
wife, of whom We had decreed that she should be of those who stay behind, (60) And whes
the messengers came unto the family of Lot, (61 ) He said: Lo! ye are Jolk unknown (io m
(62) They said.: Nay, but we bring thee that concerning which they keep disputing, (63 4n
bring thee the Truth, and lo! we are truth-tellers. (64) So travel with thy household ir -
portion of the night, and Jollow thou their backs. Let none of you turn round, but 80 whithes
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your duty to Allah, and shame me not! (69) They said; Have we not Jforbidden you from
(entertaining) anyone? (70) He said: Here are my daughters, if ye must be doing (so). (71 )
By thy life (O Muhammad) they moved blindly in the frenzy of approaching death. (72) Then
the (Awful) Cry overtook them at the sunrise. (73) And We turned it upside down and We
rained upon them stones of heated clay. (74) Lo! therein verily are portents for those who
read the signs. (75) And lo! it is upon a road still uneffaced. (76) Lo! therein is indeed q
portent for believers. (77)

(Surah Al Hijr 15:51-77)

Lut’s wife was not a believer, and as Allah’s Punishment struck down on her people,
she turned round to look at them. Destruction was awaiting her too and she joined her people
in death.
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(The messengers) said: O Lot! Lo! we are messengers of thy Lord; they shall not reach thee.
So travel with thy people in a part of the night, and let not one of you turn round - (all) save
thy wife. Lo! that which smiteth them will smite her (also). Lo! their tryst is (for) the morning.
Is not the morning nigh? (81) So when Our commandment came to pass We overthrew (that
township) and rained upon it stones of clay, one after another, (82)

Surah Hud 11:81-82

Despite being married to a noble Messenger from Allah, her heart was with the evil people of
Sodom, and so she shared the same fate as them. Allah Almighty tells us,
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Allah citeth an example for those who disbelieve: the wife of Noah and the wife of Lot, who
were under two of Our righteous slaves yet betrayed them so that they (the husbands ) availed
them naught against Allah and it was said (unto them): Enter the Fire along with those who
enter. (10) And Allah citeth an example Jfor those who believe: the wife of Pharaoh when she
said: My Lord! Build for me a home with thee in the Garden, and deliver me from Pharaoh
and his work, and deliver me from evil-doing folk; (11) And Mary, daughter of 'Imran, whose
body was chaste, therefor We breathed therein something of Our Spirit. And she put faith in
the words of her Lord and His scriptures, and was of the obedient. (12)

Surah At Tahreem 66:10-12
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Prophet Lut’s wife, Prophet Nuh’s wife, Pharaoh’s wife and Maryam (mother of Jesus) ar
singled out for specific mention by the Quran. The former two were married to Prophets bu
were disbelievers at heart. They perished with their doomed people. Being a relative of :
pious person does not mean salvation or special considerations. Each and every person is
born alone, dies alone, and will be responsible for his own, individual acts. Tn Muslim
communities around the world it is common to hear people boasting of their caste and lineage
(known as jaat or zaat in the Asian community). There is nothing wrong with identifying and
tracing one’s family tree, as Allah has created us in nations and tribes so that we may
recognize one another. But lineage and background should not become an excuse for racism,

arrogance, xenophobia and hatred. As Allah Almighty says, the best people are those who
have the best actions.
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O mankind! Lo! We have created you from male and female, and have made you nations and
tribes that ye may know one another. Lo! the noblest of you, in the sight of Allah, is the best
in conduct. Lo! Allah is Knower, Aware. (13)

Surah Al Hujurat 49:13

Pharaoh’s wife was a believer, despite being married to one of the most arrogant, ungrateful
and despotic rulers in history. He was destroyed for his actions but she was saved. Maryam

was the mother of Isa, and endured her peoples’ taunts for having a baby out of wedlock. She
too is one of the women of Paradise.
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Chapter 2
FUNERAL REGULATIONS

Ibn Umar used to say, “In the evening do not expect to see the morning, and in the morning
do not expect to see the evening. But take something in times of health to serve you in times of
illness. And take something from your life to serve you in your death.”

(Bukhari)

Abdullah b. Umar said that the Prophet (saw) took him by the shoulders and said, “Be in this
world as though you are a stranger or a traveller.”

Allah Almighty says in the Quran,

“Each Soul shall taste death.”
(Surah Aal-Imran)

It is the duty of the Muslims to pray the funeral prayer (Salatul Janazah) for their dead and to
observe funeral regulations according to the Sunnah. Among the most important of these
regulations are the Ghusul (washing the deceased), the Shroud and the Janazah prayer, and
these are described below.

1. A Message of Hope

Abu Dharr reported that the Messenger of Allah said, “Someone came to me Sfrom my Lord
and gave me the good news that if anyone of my followers dies having associated no one with
Allah, he will enter Paradise.” I asked, “Even if he has commited adultery and theft?” He
replied, “Even if he has commited adultery and theft.”

This hadith should be given as good news to a Muslim on his deathbed. It is not a licence to
indulge in the sins mentioned, but gives hope at this last stage of life in the Mercy and
continuing Guidance from Allah. Those around the dying person should say it to him and
encourage him to say it once, but it is not advised to force him to repeat it again and again,
and so possibly distress him.

A man was visiting Ibn al Mubarak and kept exhorting him, “Say: La ilaha illallah.” Tbn al
Mubarak was a great authority in theology and figh, and he replied. “If I say La ilaha illallah
once, it is enough, unless I speak again.”

The consensus of the ulamah (scholars) is that the dying person should be reminded to say the
shahada (La ilaha illallah), but its continual repetition is discouraged in order not to distress
the person at such a difficult time. Another hadith encourages good people to sit near the
dying person, to comfort him, attend to his needs and show him love and affection.

2. Final preparations

a. When a Muslim is passing away, it is Sunnah to turn him towards the Qiblah. He should lie
on his right side so that his face and body are facing the Qiblah. It is reported that when the
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Prophet’s daughter Fatima was dying, she put her right hand under her head and faced the
Qiblah.

b. Once the person has passed away, his eyes should be closed and words of du’a and
remembrance of his good deeds said. It is forbidden to abuse him or remember his faults. The
Prophet (saw) said, “Do not make du’a for yourselves except to say what is good, for surely
the angels say Ameen to what you say.”

Those at the bedside of a dying person should ask for Istighfar (forgiveness) and make
general du’as for him, praying to Allah to lighten his burden, show him Mercy, and be kind to
him. His eyes should be closed, as their fixed expression looks distressing. The recitation of
Surah Yasin is strongly recommended.

c. The family of the deceased should pay off any debts that the deceased left behind. The
Prophet (saw) said, “The soul of the dead is tied to his debt until it is paid.” In the early days
of life in Madinah, the Prophet (saw) would always enquire at funerals if the deceased had
left any debts. If so, he would not lead the prayer but ask someone else to do so. In later years
he would pay off the debts of the poor who had left no property.

3. Washing the Dead

Umm Atiya said: “Allah’s Messenger came in when we were washing his daughter and said,
‘Wash her with water and lotus leaves three or five times, or more than that if you think fit,
and put camphor in the last washing.””

In another version he said: “Wash her an odd number of times, three, five or seven, beginning
with the right side and the places where ablution is performed.”
(Bukhari and Muslim)

It is recommended that preparations for the funeral should commence immediately after
death. The Prophet (saw) visited Talha ibn al Baraa who was on his deathbed and said, “I am
afraid Talha is about to pass away. Let me know immediately he breathes his last and hurry
with his preparations. For it is not proper for the body of a deceased Muslim to stay for long
among his family.”

All clothes must be removed from the body and it should be covered with a sheet until
preparations for washing are complete. The Prophet (saw) was covered with a cloth after his
death, and Abu Bakr came, uncovered his face and kissed it. As Muslims we are taught that
Allah honoured the children of Adam, and we too must honour the living among us as well as
the dead. The Prophet (saw) once said, “To break the bones of a dead person is like breaking
the bones of a living person.”

Washing the deceased should be done by the nearest of kin, but only if he knows the correct
procedure. Aisha reported that the Prophet (saw) said, “Whoever washes a dead person
properly and does not expose any faults in its condition will be as free of sins as he was on
the day he was born.”
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As a sign of honour, martyrs who died fighting for Islam are not washed or shrouded, and
there is no Janazah prayer for them. Jabir reported, “After the Battle of Badr, the Messenger
of Allah ordered that the martyrs should be buried in their blood, they should not be washed,
and a prayer should not be offered for them.”

(Bukhari)

The washing of the dead (Ghusul) follows a set procedure. The body of the deceased is
placed on a table in a room in which only those washing the body should be present. If
possible, burning incense should be used to fragrance the room. The body is stripped of all
clothes except those that cover the private parts and a large sheet should be placed over it. It
is gently placed in a sitting position and the stomach pressed until it has released all its
contents. Water should be used generously to clean the discharge. The person washing the
body should wrap a cloth around his hand and clean the private parts with it. Neither he, nor
anyone else present, are permitted to look at the private parts. He should then wrap another
piece of rough cloth around one finger and use it to clean the mouth and nose. He should then
make the intention (Niyyah) of washing the deceased, beginning with the words, “Bismillah.”

The body is given an ablution and then washed with water and lotus leaves, beginning with
the right hand side. Camphor is added to the water of the third wash for its pleasant fragrance.
Camphor also contracts the body, deters insects and keeps the body firm for a little while.

After the third, fifth or even seventh wash, perfume is applied to the parts of Sujjud
(Prostration), ie. the forehead, palms, knees and feet, as well as under the arms and the navel.
The natural passages of discharge should be filled with cotton.

Umm Attiya also mentioned in her description of the ghusul of the Prophet’s daughter that,
“We combed her hair and divided it into three plaits.” The body is then dried well.

4. Shrouding the Body

The cloth for the shroud should come from the debt-free belongings of the deceased. It is
narrated in Sahih al Bukhari that Abdul Rahman ibn Auf said, “Mus’ab ibn Umayr was
martyred. He was a much better man than me, yet he had nothing but a white garment for a
shroud. Hamzah was the other man to be martyred and he was also a better man than me, yet
he had nothing in which he could be shrouded.”

Imam Al Bukhari said in explanation, “The shroud comes from the property of the deceased.”
Ibrahim said, “First shroud the person, then pay his debts, and then fulfil his will.” The best
shroud is white in colour. Al Bukhari reported that Aisha said, “The Messenger of Allah
(saw) was shrouded in three white cotton garments, none of which were a long shirt or
turban.”

If the deceased was well-off, he should be shrouded according to his means; the cloth should

be neither too expensive nor too cheap, unless he made a will to this effect. The body is
shrouded in one or all three of the following:
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a- Qamis: a long shirt from the neck to the feet.
b- Izar: a wrap from the top of the head to the feet.
C- Lifafa: a long winding sheet.

The shrouds are spread out, one on top of the other, and are perfumed. If the person died
while performing Hajj, he is not perfumed and his head is left uncovered.
(Bukhari)

A woman is shrouded in five white garments: an Izar, a Khumar (to cover the head and face),
a Qamis and two winding sheets.

5. Salatul Janazah

The funeral prayer is a duty for the community to perform. It is a way of expressing grief at
the loss of someone, it testifies to Allah that the person was a good Muslim and it is a time
for individuals to make a final du’a for a friend or a loved one. The Prophet (saw) said, “If a
Muslim passes away and forty people, who do not commit Shirk, stand up to pray for him,
Allah will allow them to intercede on the person’s behalf.”

(Sahih Muslim)

The conditions for the funeral prayer are the same for other prayers, such as purity and
facing the Qiblah. The Imam stands at the head of the congregation, and the worshippers pray
behind him in a minimum of three TOWS. The body of the deceased is placed horizontally at
the front. If the deceased is male, the imam stands facing the head of the body. If it is female,
the Imam stands facing the waist.

The funeral prayer is conducted in the standing position, and is the only prayer with no ruku
(bowing) or sujood (prostration). Female worshippers should also join in the prayer which
consisits of four Takbirs, for each of which the hands are raised.

1. The Imam says the Takbiratul Thram (‘Allahu Akbar’) to begin the prayer, and the
congregation recites Surah Al Fatiha quietly. Ibn Abbas once offered a Janazah prayer in
which he recited the Fatiha audibly, saying that this too was permissible. (Bukhart)

2. The Imam pronounces the second takbir, after which the Durood (prayers for the Prophet)
is recited.

3. After the third takbir, the hands are raised in a du’a for the deceased. There are a number of
du’as reported from the Prophet (saw), any of which can be recited.

4. The prayer ends after the fourth takbir, with Tasleem said once or twice.

Salatul Janazah can be repeated by those who missed the original prayer. Ibn Majah reported
that the Janazah prayer for the Messenger of Allah (saw) was offered individually by the
men. The women then did the same, followed by the children. The prayer can be offered at
home, or in a masjid, or in a place of prayer such as a ground used for Eid. If a person passes
away and his relatives or friends are in a distant country, they may offer the prayer in
absentia. Al Bukhari reported that the Prophet (saw) offered the Janazah prayer in Madinah
for Negus, the King of Abyssinia.
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Hadith books give much information on matters following the funeral prayer, such as burial,
visiting graves, and the etiquette of consoling the bereaved. For the sake of brevity, these
subjects are dealt below through quotations from hadith.

Walking with the Bier.

Abu Saeed reported that Allah’s Messenger (saw) said, “When a corpse is placed on a bier
and the bearers walk with it on their shoulders, it speaks. If he was a good man, he will say,
“Take me quickly.” But if he was not good, he will say, ‘Woe lo me, where are you taking
me?’ Everything on earth except mankind hears its voice, and were a human being to hear it,
he would faint.”

(Bukhari)

Abu Saeed reported that the Prophet (saw) said, “When you see a funeral, stand up in
respect; and anyone who follows it must not sit down until the bier is placed in the ground.”
(Agreed upon)

Abu Huraira reported that the Prophet (saw) said, “If anyone attends the funeral of a Muslim
out of faith and seeking reward from Allah, and he stays until the prayer is offered and the
burial is complete, he will return with a reward of two qirats, each girat being the size of
Mount Uhud. If anyone prays over the dead but returns before the burial, he will come back
with one qirat of reward.

(Agreed upon)

Levelling the Graves

Abul Hayyaj al Asadi said that Ali said to him, “/ am sending you on the same mission that
Allah’s Messenger sent me on. Do not leave an image without obliterating it, or a high grave
without levelling it.”

(Muslim)

Jabir said that the Prophet (saw) forbade that graves be plastered with gypsum, that any
monument be built over them, or that people sit on them.
(Muslim)

Prohibition of Wailing
Abdullah b. Masud reported that the Prophet (saw) said, “He who beats the cheeks, tears his

clothes and wails as people did in pre-Islamic times, does not belong to our community”
(Agreed Upon)

Anas said, “We went with Allah’s Messenger (saw) o visit Abu Saif, the foster father of
Ibrahim. Allah’s Messenger picked up Ibrahim (who was his son), kissed him and smelt him.
We went again to visit him when Ibrahim was dying, and tears began to fall from the
Prophet’s eyes. Abdul Rahman b. Awf said, “You too, Messenger of Allah?’ He replied, ‘Ibn
Awf, it is compassion.” He cried some more and said, ‘The eye weeps and the heart grieves,
but we say only what our Lord is pleased with, and we are grieved at being separated from
you, O Ibrahim.””

(Agreed upon)
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Abdullah b. Umar said that the Prophet (saw) said, “Allah does not punish for the tears the
eyes shed or the grief the heart experiences, but He punishes for this (pointing to his tongue)
or He shows compassion. And the dead is punished because of his family’s lamenting and
wailing for him.”

(Agreed upon)

Consoling and Feeding the Bereaved

Amr b. Hazam reported that the Prophet (saw) said, “Every believer who consoles his brother
in distress will be dressed by Allah in clothes of honour on the Day of Resurrection.”

(Ibn Majah)

Usamah b. Zayd reported that a grandchild of the Prophet died so he sent this message to his
daughter with his regards: “Verily, o Allah belongs what He has taken, and to Him belongs
what He has given. For everything He has set a term, so be patient and be content.”
(Bukhari)

Condolences can be offered up to three days after the burial, as Islam does not permit long
periods of mourning.

Abdullah b. Jafar said that when the news of Jafar’s death reached the Prophet (saw), he said,
“Prepare food for Jafar’s family, for they have heard something which has distressed them.”
(Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud)

Death of Children

Abu Huraira reported that the Prophet (saw) said to the women of the Ansar, “If someone
has three children that are too young to sin, but they die, and she seeks a reward Jrom Allah,
she will enter Paradise.” One of the women asked, ‘Or two, Messenger of Allah?’ He replied,
“Or two.”

(Bukhari)

Abu Musa al Ashari reported that Allah’s Messenger (saw) said, “When a man’s child dies,
Allah Almighty asks his angels whether thay have taken His servant’s child, and they reply in
the affirmative. He then asks whether they have taken the fruits of his heart, and they reply
that they have. Allah asks what His servant said, and they say that he praised Allah and said,
‘To Allah we belong and to Him we shall return.’ Allah says, “Build a house in paradise for
My servant and call it the House of praise.””

(Ahmed, Tirmidhi)

Visiting Graves

Ibn Mas’ud reported that Allah’s Messenger (saw) said, “I forbade you to visit graves, but
you may now visit them for they produce abstinence in this world and act as a reminder of the
next.”

(Ibn Majah)
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Buraydah reported that the Prophet (saw) taught them the following du’a to recite when
visiting graveyards: “Peace be upon you, inhabitants of the graves, among the believers and
muslims. If Allah wills, we shall join you. We ask Allah to grant well-being to us and to you.”

(Muslim)
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Chapter 3
BELIEF IN PREVIOUS PROPHETS AND SCRIPTURES
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The messenger believeth in that which hath been revealed unto him from his Lord and (so do)
believers. Each one believeth in Allah and His angels and His scriptures and His messengers
- We make no distinction between any of His messengers - and they say: We hear, and we
obey. (Grant us) Thy forgiveness, our Lord. Unto Thee is the journeying. (285)

(Surah Al Baqarah 2:285)

Belief in all the previous prophets and divine scriptures is one of the tenets of Iman (Faith).
When Allah Almighty created Adam, the first man and Prophet, He promised that the sons of
Adam would not be forced to stumble in darkness or suffer in confusion on earth. Instead
they would be blessed with prophets to provide them with guidance and enlightenment. Left
to his own devices, man would certainly create a world of chaos, injustice, misery and
bloodshed.
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We said: Go down, all of you, from hence; but verily there cometh unto you from Me a
guidance; and whoso followeth My guidance, there shall no fear come upon them neither
shall they grieve. (38)

(Surah Al Bagarah 2:38)

Adam was the first prophet and as the population increased, the descendants of Adam spread
all over the earth. Man is by nature forgetful, and the new communities were quick to forget
the teachings of their father, even to forget the differences between right and wrong. Murder
had already been committed on earth by Prophet Adam’s own son. Sin and disobedience
were becoming common. But Allah Almighty kept His promise, sending an army of prophets
over the centuries to guide the people. One report says that over one hundred and twenty
thousand prophets were sent through the ages. This is a staggering total, reflecting the
extreme benevolence of Allah Almighty, who left no community without guidance. Only a
select few prophets are mentioned by name in the Quran, perhaps because they were sent to
the largest communities, or perhaps because their experiences were representative of the
experiences of all the other prophets.

All the prophets preached the same religion of Tawhid (pure monotheism). Tawhid is total

obedience to Allah, worship of Him alone, and rejection of all forms of worship to others.
The prophets mentioned by name in the Quran are listed below.
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1. Adam 6. Ibrahim 11. Yusuf 16. Dhul Kifl 21. Yunus

2. Idris 7. Ismail 12. Shu’ayb 17. Dawud 22. Zakariyya
3. Nuh 8. Is’haq 13. Ayyub 18. Sulayman 23. Yahya

4. Hud 9. Lut 14. Musa 19. llyas 24. Isa

5. Salih 10. Yaqub 15. Harun 20. Al-Yasa 25. Muhammad

Many of the prophets came with divine scriptures, only four of which are mentioned in the
Quran: Tawrat (Torah) revealed to Musa, Zabur (Psalms) revealed to Dawud, Injil (Bible)
revealed to Isa, and the Quran revealed to Prophet Muhammad, Peace be upon them all.
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Lo! We inspire thee as We inspired Noah and the prophets after him, as We inspired
Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and the tribes, and Jesus and Job and Jonah and
Aaron and Solomon, and as We imparted unto David the Psalms; (163) And messengers We
have mentioned unto thee before and messengers We have not mentioned unto thee; and
Allah spake directly unto Moses; (164) Messengers of good cheer and of warning, in order
that mankind might have no argument against Allah after the messengers. Allah was ever
Mighty, Wise. (165)

(Surah An Nisa 4:163-165)
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Say O People of the Scripture! Ye have naught (of guidance) till ye observe the Torah and the
Gospel and that which was revealed unto you from your Lord. That which is revealed unto
thee (Muhammad) from thy Lord is certain to increase the contumacy and disbelief of many
of them. But grieve not for the disbelieving folk. (68)

Surah Al Maidah 5:68

It is a reflection of the generosity and love of Allah for His creation that He continued to send
messengers to the people, time and time again. But man was either quick to forget the
prophetic message, or downright disobedient. Some communities accepted the teachings of
their Prophets, but over time they lost these teachings to folklore and Shirk. Other
communities (like the Children of Israel) continued to hold tight to their Scripture, but made
extensive changes to its text to suit their own inclinations. Many communities (like Ad and
Thamud) refused point-blank to listen to their Messengers, and for this they were wiped off
the face of the earth. The Islamic prohibition on making sculptures and paintings of living
beings stems partially from the early appearance of idol worship. When a pious person in a
community died, his family would build a statue of him as a mark of respect and as a
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reminder to follow the path of their elder. But with time, this memorial to piety became a
focus for idolatory; instead of worshipping the God of their ancestor, they began to worship
the ancestor himself. It is reported that Lat, Uzzah and Manat, the main idols of the Quraysh
in Makkah during the time of Prophet Muhammad (saw), were once pious men among the
Arabs. Statues were built to remember their piety, but became instead a focus of idol-
worship, a practice that has continued to this day. For example, Prophet Isa was a pious and
obedient servant of Allah, but after his death, his followers distorted his teachings beyond
recognition. Instead of worshipping the Lord of Jesus, the Christians insisted on worshipping
Jesus as Lord.
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And when Allah saith: O Jesus, son of Mary! Didst thou say unto mankind: Take me and my
mother for two gods beside Allah? he saith: Be glorified! It was not mine to utter that to
which I had no right. If I had ever said it, then Thou wouldst have known it. Thou knowest
what is in my mind, and I know not what is in Thy Mind. Lo! Thou, only Thou, art the Knower
of Things Hidden? (116) I spake unto them only that which Thou commandedst me, (saying):
Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord. I was a witness of them while I dwelt among them,
and when Thou tookest me Thou wast the Watcher over them. Thou art Witness over all
things. (117)

Surah Al Maidah 5:116-117

It should be noted that although Muslims respect and honour all the previous prophets and
their revealed scriptures, they do not obey their teachings. This is for a dual reason. Firstly,
the rules and regulations given to the earlier prophets were designed for a specific community
at a specific point in history. Their laws did not have universal application. Secondly, the
scriptures extant today have been so distorted and confused with falsehood that they are
beyond recognition. Although we do not have any records of the pure scriptures given to all
the prophets, the Quran exhorts us to remember one thing: each one of the previous prophets
came with a message of pure Tawhid. They worshipped Allah alone, and taught their people
to do the same. It is therefore a basic tenet of the Muslim’s faith to respect and revere all the
prophets sent by Allah, from Adam to Jesus, peace be upon them.
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O ye who believe! Believe in Allah and His messenger and the Scripture which He hath
revealed unto His messenger, and the Scripture which He revealed aforetime. Whoso
disbelieveth in Allah and His angels and His scriptures and His messengers and the Last
Day, he verily hath wandered far astray. (136)

Surah An Nisa 4:136
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And We verily sent Noah and Abraham and placed the prophethood and the scripture among
their seed, and among them there is he who goeth right, but many of them are evil-livers. (26)
Then We caused Our messengers to follow in their footsteps; and We caused Jesus, son of
Mary, to follow, and gave him the Gospel, and placed compassion and mercy in the hearts of
those who followed him. But monasticism they invented - We ordained it not for them - only
seeking Allah’s pleasure, and they observed it not with right observance. So We give those of

them who believe their reward, but many of them are evil-livers. (27)
Surah Al Hadid 57:26-27

Each one of the earlier prophets was sent to a specific group of people, with a message
designed specifically for their particular needs and situation. Some of the people lived simple,
nomadic lives and needed simple teachings and regulations. Others lived in large, organized
cities with complex systems of government and behaviour, and these needed a large canon of
teachings and rules. The world was full of scattered and fairly isolated communities;
distances were long, travel was arduous, and transport was primitive. Allah Almighty’s
Generosity and Love is so immense and plentiful that He sent prophets in a steady stream to
all these communities. This continued from the time of Adam until the departure of Prophet
Isa, when the world stood poised on the threshold of a New Age. The world was about to
undergo a variety of dramatic changes which would result in fantastic new inventions,
transport and communication would become faster than man’s wildest dreams could ever
have imagined, and communities would no longer be as isolated as they had been in the past.
The world was taking its first, slow steps towards becoming a global village of satellites,
television, telecommunications, air travel and much more. The army of prophets was brought
to a halt, and for the new global village came one, universal Prophet whose message replaced
all previous teachings. His message was the final communique from God to man, and this
message was destined to survive unadulterated until the final Hour. Muhamad (saw) was that
final Prophet, Islam was that final Message and the Quran was that final Scripture.

ALLAH’S ETERNAL INK

I dreamed I was in heaven
Where an angel kept Allah’s Book.
He was writing so intently
I just had to take a look.

It was not, at first, his writing
That made me stop and think
But the fluid in the bottle
That was marked eternal ink.
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This ink was most amazing,
Dark black upon his blotter
But as it touched the parchment
It became as clear as water.

The angel kept on writing,
But as quickly as a wink
The words were disappearing
With that strange eternal ink.

The angel took no notice,
But kept writing on and on.
He turned each page and filled it
Till all its space was gone.

I thought he wrote to no avail,
his efforts were so vain
For he wrote a thousand pages
That he’d never read again.

And as I watched and wondered that
This awesome sight was mine,
I actually saw a word stay black
As it dried upon the line.

The angel wrote and I thought T saw
A look of satisfaction.
At last he had some print to show
For all his earnest action.

A line or two dried dark and stayed
As black as black can be,
But strangely the next paragraph
Became invisible to see.

The Book was getting fuller,
The angel’s record true,
But most of it was blank, with
Just a few words coming through.

1 knew there was some reason,
But as hard as I could think,
I couldn’t grasp the significance
Of that eternal ink.
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The mystery burned within me,
And I finally dared to ask
The angel to explain to me

Of his amazing task.

And what I heard was frightful
As the angel turned his head.
He looked directly at me,
And this is what he said...

I know you stand and wonder
At what my writing’s worth
But Allah has told me to record
The lives of those on earth.

The book that I am filling
Is an accurate account
Of every word and action
And to what they do amount.

And since you have been watching
I must tell you what is true;
The details of my journal
Are the strict accounts of YOU.

The Lord asked me to watch you
As each day you worked and played.
I saw you as you went to the masjid,

I saw you as you prayed.

But I was told to document
Your life through all the week.
I wrote when you were proud and bold,
I wrote when you were meek.

I recorded all your attitudes
Whether they were good or bad.
I was sorry that I had to write
the things that make Allah sad.

So now I'll tell the wonder
Of this eternal ink,
For the reason for its mystery
Should make you stop and think.
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This ink that Allah created
To help me keep my journal
Will only keep a record of
Things that are eternal.

So much of life is wasted

On things that matter not

So instead of my erasing,
Smudging ink and ugly blot.

I just keep writing faithfully and
Let the ink do all the rest
For it is able to decide
What’s useless and what’s best.

And Allah ordained that as I write
Of all you do and say
Your deeds that count for nothing
Will just disappear away.

When books are opened someday,
As sure as heaven is true;
The Lord’s eternal ink will tell
What mattered most to you.

If you just lived to please yourself
The pages will be bare,
And Allah will issue no reward
For you when you get there.

In fact, you’ll be embarrassed,
You will hang your head in shame
because you did not give yourself

in love to Allah’s name.

Yet maybe there will be a few
recorded lines that stayed
That showed the times you truly cared,
Sincerely loved and prayed.

But you will always wonder
As you enter heaven’s door
how much more glad you
would have been
If only you’d done more.

176




Wi
i

For I record as Allah sees,
I don’t stop to even think
because the truth is written
With Allah’s eternal ink.

When I heard the angel’s story

I fell down and wept and cried

For as yet I still was dreaming
I hadn’t really died.

And I said: O angel tell the Lord
That soon as I awake
I’ll live my life for Allah-
I’ll do all for his dear sake.

I’ll give in full surrender;
I’ll do all He wants me to;
I’'1ll turn my back on self and sin
And whatever isn’t true.

And though the way seems long and rough
I promise to endure.
I’m determined to pursue the things
that are holy, clean and pure.

With Allah as my helper,
I will win lost souls to Thee,
for I know that they will live
with Allah For all eternity.

And that’s what really matters
When my life on earth is gone
That I will stand before the Lord
And hear him say, well done.

For is it really worth it
As my life lies at the brink?
And I realize that Allah keeps books
With His eternal ink.

Should all my life be focused
On things that turn to dust?
From this point on I’ll serve the
Lord; I can, I will. I must!
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I will NOT send blank pages
Up to Allah’s majestic throne
For where that record’s going now
Is my eternal home.

I'm giving all to Allah
I now have seen the link
For I saw an angel write my life
With Allah’s eternal ink.
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Chapter 1
PROPHET YUSUF (JOSEPH)

Surah Yusuf is the twelvth chapter of the Quran, and is devoted entirely to the biography of
Prophet Yusuf. It traces his life and adventures from early childhood in Kan’an, Palestine, to
his post as the King’s vizier in Egypt. As with all other biographical narratives in the Quran,
the incidents recounted are not presented solely for the historical interest in them, but for the
important lessons that can be gauged from them. Surah Yusuf is reproduced below in full
with additional commentry to help explain the text. This Surah is one of the most artistic and
beautiful Surahs of the Quran. Rather like a play, it opens and closes different scenes,
involving different people in different lands. It begins with a dream, and ends with the
fulfilling of that dream. Human nature is explored in detail: love, lust, faith, envy, piety,
goodness, corruption, beauty and evil are all to be found in its characters.

Surah Yusuf

Verses 1-4 (including Bismillah)

The Surah begins by addressing Prophet Muhammad (saw), for whom this story had added
poignancy. Yusuf was his brother in the family of Prophets, and his forbearance in times of
great adversity helped give Prophet Muhammad (saw) resolve during his own difficult
mission.

Prophet Yaqub (Jacob) had twelve sons from his four wives. His youngest wife Rahil was the
mother of Yusuf and Bin Yamin, but died when her sons were very young. Yusuf’s early life
was spent in a well-to-do family, living the bedouin life in the grazing pastures of Kan’an.
Yaqub showed extra affection for little Yusuf, and this made the elder sons very jealous of
their young brother.

Verses 5-7

One day Yusuf narrated a dream to his father which he had seen during the night. Yaqub
realized the importance of the dream: his son had been chosen for prophethood, and would be
the next heir to the dynasty of Prophets which began with his great grandfather Ibrahim.
Fearing that this knowledge would inflame the envy and anger of his elder sons, Yaqub
counselled Yusuf to keep quiet about his dream.

Verses 8-10

Yusuf’s step brothers were so consumed with jealousy and anger that they decided to get rid
of him. Their hope was that Yaqub would direct all his attentions and affection to them once
Yusuf was gone. Bin Yamin (Benjamin) was the full-brother of Yusuf and so not included in
this discussion.

At first the young men decided to murder Yusuf, but the eldest brother Judah (Yahud) felt

pity and advised them to throw him down a well so that some passing caravan would take
him away. Life-long banishment was a better alternative to murder.
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Verses 11-15

Yaqub rarely let Yusuf and Bin Yamin out of his sight from a sense of deep foreboding. His
elder sons thus had to come to him as a delegation, requesting that Yusuf be allowed to join
them in a trip to the desert. Yaqub did not trust them and argued that Yusuf would be in
danger from the desert wolves. But his sons pleaded with him; after all, they were a group of
twelve strong, young men and well able to look after each other. Relunctantly Yaqub gave
permission for the trip.

In the desert the young men hurried to a well on the pretext of drinking water. There Yusuf
was overpowered by his own brothers and thrown into the well. His shirt was removed and
his pleas for help ignored. It was a deep well, and Yusuf must have been terrified while he
clung to a ledge in it. But in the darkness, Allah Almighty comforted Yusuf with a revelation:
he would one day talk to his brothers about this incident, but they would not recognize him.

Verses 16-18

Yusuf’s brothers had planned their plot meticulously. They proceeded to kill a sheep and
used its blood to stain Yusuf’s shirt. And then with a great deal of wailing, lamenting and
crocodile tears, they arrived home to tell Yaqub their well-rehearsed story. They had been
racing in the desert and had left Yusuf to guard their belongings. They returned from their
games to find Yusuf missing but his shirt stained with blood. A wolf must have attacked and
eaten him. Yaqub knew they were lying, but he was helpless. The shirt was stained with
blood, but intact; a wolf would have ripped it with his teeth. Yaqub made it clear that he did
not blame them, but he would remain patient. He cried bitterly and prayed to Allah regularly,
but over the years his grief and tears caused him to lose his eyesight.

Verses 19-22

The curtain comes down on Yaqub’s house, and the next scene is back in the desert. A
caravan of travellers, weary and thirsty, approached the well. They lowered a bucket on a
rope hoping for water but it came back up with a handsome young boy clinging to it. Ibn
Kathir writes that Yusuf was eighteen years old at the time. The travellers were on their way
to Egypt and saw immediately the monetary value of such a handsome young man. The slave
trade was booming and Yusuf would make them a tidy little profit. Yusuf was shackled and
taken on the long journey to Egypt.

At the slave market a crowd gathered around the magnificent new slave on display. Yusuf
was exceedingly handsome, the most beautiful man ever created by Allah. The bidding
started and Yusuf was eventually bought by Aziz, the Chief Minister to the Egyptian King.
Aziz was rich, important and good. He and his beautiful wife Zulaikha had no children, and
Aziz appointed Yusuf to be his wife’s personal attendant. He liked the boy and started
thinking of perhaps adopting him one day. Yusuf’s shackles were removed and a comfortable
phase began in his life. He longed for his father and for Bin Yamin, but had to be satisfied
with banishment.

Yusuf matured and blossomed in his new home. He grew day by day in beauty and virtue.

Prophethood was bestowed upon him and he was also taught the interpretation of dreams. He
was wise, patient and humble. Despite his stunning looks, he was modest and decent.
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Verses 23-29

This was Yusuf’s second trial. Zulaikha had watched him blossom into a handsome,
intelligent, wise and pious young man, and she was now deeply in love with him. She
attempted to seduce him one day when Aziz was out of the house, but Yusuf rejected her
advances and ran from her. As she tried to grab him, she tore his shirt from the back.

Verse 24 has an added significance to it: “And indeed she did desire him, and he would have
inclined to her desire, had he not seen the evidence of his Lord...” Quranic commentators
have said this shows some kind of temptation in Yusuf’s heart toward Zulaikha, but he was a
Prophet of Allah and was able to resist her advances. Zulaikha had no such strength of moral
character and so she raced to seduce him.

As Yusuf ran to the door to escape her, Aziz walked in with a relative. Zulaikha immediately
began to cry, claiming that Yusuf had tried to molest her. Aziz’s companion was a wise man,
and he suggested the importance of the torn shirt. If torn from the front, it would mean that
Yusuf had attacked her and she tore it while trying to defend herself. If torn from the back, it
would mean that Yusuf was trying to escape her advances. The shirt proved Yusuf’s
innocence. Aziz ordered Zulaikha to beg for Yusuf’s forgiveness, and berated the schemes
and lies of such women.

Verses 30-35

This incident soon reached the ears of other ladies in the town, and soon everyone was
gossiping about it. Zulaikha heard the rumours and decided to face the gossipers. She was
convinced (and rightly, it seems) that any woman who met Yusuf would become besotted by
his beauty and character. So she invited the notable ladies of the town to a lavish banquet at
her house. At the end of the meal, fruit was served and each guest was given a knife with
which to cut it. While they were busy slicing their fruit, Zulaikha gave the order for Yusuf to
enter the room. The women were transfixed by his beauty, and as they stared at him in
wonderment, they continued to slice their fruit, oblivious to the fact that they were cutting
their own hands. Inattentive to the pain, they stammered, “This is no ordinary man. He is an
angel in human form.” Zulaikha had proved her point. How could these women mock her for
desiring this Hebrew slave when they themselves were so captivated by his beauty?

Zulaikha offered herself to Yusuf once again, threatening imprisonment if he did not obey.
Yusuf preferred prison to sin, and so despite being aware of Yusuf’s innocence, Aziz had him
sent to prison. Although he knew the truth, Aziz could not bear that this truth become
common knowledge. If other officials were to hear that the Chief Minister’s wife had been

flinging herself at a common slave, he would lose all prestige and honour. Better that the
truth be hidden.

Verses 36-42
Now began Yusuf’s third trial. During his long and difficult stay in prison, Allah Almighty
gifted him the ability to interpret dreams.

One day two men were brought into the prison, one of whom was the King’s cup-bearer and

the second was the royal chef. Both had strange dreams one night, and recognising in Yusuf
piety and honesty, they asked him for an explanation. Before interpreting their dreams, Yusuf
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first used the opportunity to call the two men to the path of Allah. He spoke to them about
Tawhid (Oneness of God), the same subject preached by every single prophet sent by Allah.
He mentioned the bounties bestowed on mankind by God, as well as the arrogant refusal of
most to thank and worship their Benefactor.

Having invited them to Islam, Yusuf then interpreted the dreams. The cook would be
crucified and killed, but the cup-bearer would be re-instated into service. Yusuf then asked
the latter to mention him to the King. The dreams were soon fulfilled; the chef was beheaded
and the cup-bearer returned to the King’s service. However, satan made the latter forget
Yusuf’s plight, and so Yusuf was forced to stay in prison for a few more years.

Verses 43-57

Some years later the king had a strange dream, for the interpretation to which he turned to his
learned courtiers. They dismissed the dream as nonsense, the result perhaps of too heavy a
supper before sleep. The cup-bearer then remembered Yusuf, and rushed to mention him to
the King. The King sent the man to Yusuf for an interpretation, who explained that the
country would experience seven years of abundant rains and healthy harvests. This would be
followed by seven years of drought and famine. At the end of this would come one year of
abundant rain and plenty of fruit for wine and oil. However, Yusuf did not stop with just an
interpretation to the dream but gave some advice as well. He advised that the treasury should
save and store enough grain during the seven years of rain to help the people survive the
seven years of famine. They should also store some seeds for planting after the years of
drought so that the grains in the fifteenth year would bring another harvest.

The King was fascinated by Yusuf’s comments and ordered that he be released and brought
to him. But to everyone’s surprise, Yusuf refused to leave prison until his name had been
cleared and the charges against him dropped. The king ordered that Zulaikha, Aziz and the
ladies of the banquet be summoned. All of them unanimously testified that Yusuf was
innocent and had not done any of them any harm. The charges were dropped and Yusuf was
at last a free man, his honour and reputation spotless. He wished his good master Aziz to
know that he had not betrayed him in secret, and consoled him that although Satan
approaches all human beings with temptations, these can be fought with help from Allah.

The King appointed Yusuf to be Minister for the granaries. He was to oversee the storing of
grains during the good years ahead, and would also distribute the grains during the drought.
As the drought hit countries outside Egypt, Yusuf advised the King that they had stored
much more grain than was needed for their own people and so could afford to sell it to people
who came from other drought-affected countries.

Verses 58-68

The drought had reached Kana’an, Yusuf’s homeland, and his ten step-brothers made the
long journey to Egypt to buy provisions for themselves. They did not recognize the handsome
and prestigious Minister of Egypt standing before them as their little brother Yusuf who they
had thrown down a dark well many years previously.
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Yusuf was overjoyed to see his step-brothers, but desperate also to see his sibling Bin Yamin,
and decided on a plan to call him to Egypt without revealing his own true identity. He sold
his brothers the grain they required, but told them they would not be able to buy more grain
in the future unless they brought their youngest brother with them. As an added incentive,
he ordered his servants to hide the money with which they had bought their supplies in
their bags.

On their return to Kan’aan, the brothers were delighted to see their money hidden in their
bags and became convinced of the Minister’s good intentions. For their next trip they asked
Yaqub to be allowed to take Bin Yamin with them. Yaqub was worried about his youngest
son’s safety, and made them promise to take care of him. He reminded them that Allah was
a Witness to their oath. He also advised them to enter Egypt through separate gates. A
large caravan of eleven brothers would almost certainly attract much notice, envy and
perhaps even suspicion.

Verses 69-98

Yusuf disclosed his secret to Bin Yamin in private, consoling him over the treatment he must
have received from his step-brothers over the years. He did not want Bin Yamin to leave for
Egypt, so he devised the plan of hiding the King’s cup in Bin Yamin’s bag, and so detaining
him as a thief. On discovery of the theft, his elder brothers remarked that Bin Yamin was a
thief just as his brother Yusuf had been a thief. The story behind this remark is that as a child,
Yusuf was brought up by an aunt who became very attached to him. When the time came for
him to leave, she hid a girdle, said to be inherited from Prophet Ibrahim, among Yusuf’s
clothes. She then raised the alarm that her precious girdle was missing. When the ‘theft’ was
discovered, she demanded that Yusuf stay with her a few more years as a penance.

Yusuf was shocked to hear his brothers make such a remark. But having given vent to their
feelings, the brothers remembered their promise to Yaqub. The eldest brother decided to stay
in Egypt and sent the rest of the party back to Canaan to get permission for him to return. His
message for his father that ‘your son has stolen” showed his contempt for his half-brother.

Yaqub had grieved for many years over the disappearance of his little boy Yusuf. The news
of Bin Yamin’s arrest for theft came as an added blow, causing him to lose his eye-sight
completely. The whitening of the eyes refered to in the Quran is probably glaucoma. Yaqub
had nothing but faith in Allah, and he sent his nine sons back to plead for Bin Yamin’s
release. After making their third, long trip to Egypt, Yusuf felt it was time to reveal
his identity to them. His brothers were overjoyed, as well as deeply ashamed of their
past behaviour. He forgave them and sent them back to Canaan with a shirt of his to give
to Yaqub.

As the caravan made its long journey home, Yaqub sensed an inner joy which he could not
explain. He remarked that he could smell Yusuf’s fragrance, and was laughed at by his
daughters-in-law. He will die weeping for Yusuf, they said to each other. Yaqub had been
fasting that day. At night he asked for milk with which to break his fast, and then returned to
his room to pray and sniff the air with deep longing. His sons entered the house with their
amazing news and placed Yusuf’s shirt over their father’s eyes. His sight was restored to him,
and his sons now begged his forgiveness for their past behaviour.
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Verses 99-101

Yaqub’s whole household of about seventy people now migrated to Egypt. Yusuf gave them
a tumultuous welcome after the long and painful years of separation and sorrow. He seated
his parents on thrones, but out of sheer joy, his parents and eleven brothers fell down in
prostration before him. The dream that Yusuf had seen as a child had now come true. Yusuf
immediately turned to Allah Almighty in humble and deep gratitude.

The true Muslim is the one who thanks Allah with every fibre of his being for the vast array
of bounties gifted to him by his Lord. Sabr (patience) and Shukr (gratitude) are the guiding
principles in the life of every Muslim.

The story of prophet Yusuf comes to an end here, but not Surah Yusuf itself. The last ten
verses are for Prophet Muhammad (saw) in Makkah, at a time when he and his followers
were being persecuted, boycotted and humiliated. The story of his brother- prophet Yusuf
inspired in him hope and courage. Years later at the conquest of Makkah, Prophet
Muhammad (saw) also found himself in the position of victor, surrounded by the men and
women who had once persecuted him and tortured his followers. Prophet Muhammad (saw)
utterd the same words of forgiveness to the people of Makkah as used by Prophet Yusuf to
his step-brothers.

These final verses reminded the believers to avoid all forms of Shirk and to turn to Allah in
sincere worship. The Prophet is commanded to call the people to the faith of Allah in its
purest form. He must remind them of the awful punishments meted out to those nations who
rejected the message of their prophets. The Quran is not an invention of man but a divinely-
inspired book, confirming previous scriptures, and a Guide and Mercy for

believers.

Lessons from the story of Yusuf

1. Prophet Yusuf came from a family which had a long history of prophethood, nobility and
dedication. The prestigious position of a family does not always help to build the character of
its members, but it did in the case of Yusuf. Throughout his career, Yusuf was an
embodiment of his family’s tradition of truth, patience, forgiveness and perserverence.

2. Faith in Allah is the key to patience and forbearance. Yaqub’s grief at the disappearance of
Yusuf and the incarceration of Bin Yamin was great, but he survived the double blow
because of his complete dependence upon Allah. A man who has no faith in Allah will
become depressed and even suicidal when faced with such terrible tragedies.

3. Satan has a very easy time spreading evil and immorality in societies where the sexes mix
freely. Were it not that Yusuf had been endowed with deep faith, he would have fallen into
the trap laid by Zulaikha.

4. Yusuf preferred honour and truth to lies and shame, and preferred to stay in prison until his

innocence had been established. Yielding to Zulaikha’s charms would have guaranteed him a
life of luxury, but he chose instead to thwart her advances and keep his honour intact.
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5. Patience (sabr) and God-consciousness (Taqwa) are two major characteristics of Yusuf.
Even when in prison, he spread the message of Allah to his fellow inmates. For his faith he
was rewarded heavily and established by Allah as the second most- powerful man in Egypt.

6. Yusuf also showed extreme forgiveness and gratitude. He forgave his brothers
wholeheartedly, despite the years of suffering he had endured because of their evil behaviour.
And with all humility he glorified and thanked Allah for His blessings.

7. Envy is often the root cause of much evil in society. Yusuf’s elder brothers allowed envy
to fester within them, resulting in terrible behaviour. However, they eventually realised their
mistakes and asked for forgiveness, beginning a new life in Egypt under the guidance of their
youngest brother.
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Chapter 2A
HADITH: SALAH (PRAYER)

1. Anas b. Malik reported that the Messenger of Allah said: “Whosoever prays like us, faces
our Qiblah and eats our slaughtered meat, is a Muslim and under the protection of Allah and
His Messenger. So do not betray Allah by betraying those who are in His protection.”
(Bukhari)

Discussion:

Prayer is the most valuable and clearest physical sign that distinguishes between a Muslim
and a non-muslim. In ordinary life it may be difficult to tell the people apart regarding their
faith, as most people will be doing similar things, such as earning a living, eating, travelling
and shopping. But when the call to prayer is said, it is only the Muslim who will abandon his
worldly pursuits and rush to pray. He will close his business temporarily, interrupt his
journey, awaken from his sleep and even leave his meal in order to answer the call to prayer.
The non-muslim, on the other hand, will continue with his worldly activities, oblivious to his
Creator and to worship.

Another lesson to be learned from this hadith is that any Muslim who prays facing the Qiblah
and eats halal meat has the right to enjoy full protection from the Muslim state. He must not
be disgraced, betrayed or treated unjustly in any manner.

2. Abdullah ibn Mas’ud reported: “I asked the Prophet (saw): ‘Which deed takes one nearest
to Allah?’ ’

He replied, ‘To pray on time.

[ asked, ‘What comes next?’

He replied, ‘To be good to your parents.’

I asked again, ‘What comes next?’

He replied, ‘To participate in Jihad in the cause of Allah.””

(Agreed upon)

Discussion:

To delay the prayer from its prescribed time is a serious sin, while punctuality in prayer is the
most beloved to Allah Almighty. The rights of parents are second only to the rights of Allah
in Islam. Although Allah Almighty has created each individual, it is through his parents that
the individual enters this world. He is thus under obligation to please and serve them both. He
can fulfil his duty to Allah by worshipping him, obeying his commands and striving to earn
His pleasure. And he can fulfil his duty to his parents by serving them and taking care of
them, especially when they reach old-age. At the same time, he may not disobey Allah if his
parents ask him to do so, as the rights of Allah are paramount over the rights of all else in the
universe.

The third action most beloved to Allah is jihad in His cause. A Muslim is obliged to
participate in jihad using all means available to him, such as sacrificing his time, wealth and
even life in the divine cause. The highest and most meritorious form of jihad is war, in which
the Muslim fights and even lays down his life against the enemies of Islam.
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3. Abdullah b. ‘Amr b. ‘Aas reported that the Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “Command
your children to pray when they are seven years old, and punish them if they do not pray

when they are ten years old, and separate their beds.”
(Abu Dawud)

Discussion:

This hadith is an example of the great wisdom of the Prophet (saw) when teaching the faith to
his companions. Prayer becomes obligatory only when the child reaches puberty, but it would
be a huge mistake for the parents to leave it until then to teach him or her the words,
meanings and movements of prayer. For the five daily prayers require rigorous discipline and
commitment, and a child who has reached the age of puberty following his own lifestyle and
routine will find it difficult to add this new requirement to his daily routine. It is much easier
to mould and teach a seven year-old, and so the Prophet ordered us to teach the children at
this age. This advice should be extended to cover other areas of Islamic life, such as recitation
of the Quran, stories of the Prophets, fasting and even giving charity. Parents should also
remember that teaching the child to pray should not be confined solely to the rituals of
prayer, but should also include its meanings and the reasons behind the institution of salah.

Another advantage of teaching children at a young age is that prayer becomes second-nature
to them and a normal item on the agenda of their daily lives, equally as important as food and
sleep, rather than an alien concept that has been thrust upon them in their teenage years. After
three years of training, the child will be well-versed and accustomed to prayer. But if he is so
disobedient or stubborn that he refuses to pray after such extensive training, then the parents
have the right to use physical punishment. Parents are also ordered to separate the beds of
their children who have reached the age of ten as adolescence begins soon afterwards. Hayaa’
(modesty) is an integral part of the Islamic character and must be instilled into children from
a young age.

4. Aisha, Mother of the Believers reported that, “Prayer was prescribed as two rak’ahs both
when travelling and when resident. Later, the traveller’s prayer remained as it was originally
prescribed, but additions were made to the resident’s prayer.”

(Agreed upon)

Discussion:

Maintaining the rigorous discipline of the five daily prayers would have been incredibly
difficult for the early Muslims, who were not only new to the faith but who also had to fight
the entire system of values and lifestyle in Arabia. Allah Almighty, in His eternal wisdom
and compassion, revealed the Quran and thus the commandments contained within it, slowly,
over a period of twenty-three years. Salah was initially ordained to be performed only twice a
day, and later the number was increased to five times a day. The two prayers were initially
offered once in the morning and once in the evening. The five daily prayers were prescribed
during the Mi’raj, the Prophet’s night journey to the heavens, and additional rak’ahs were
added to all the prayers except the Fajr prayer.
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A traveller’s prayers are similar to those initially introduced to the early Muslims. Each
prayer, except Maghrib, is reduced to two rak’ahs, and the traveller prays three times a day
(Jam’ah wa Taqseer) instead of the normal five.

(Travellers’ prayers are discussed in greater detail in the next lesson.)

5. Abu Dharr reported that the Messenger of Allah (saw ) once came out in the time of winter
when the leaves were falling from the trees. He shook the branch of a tree, causing its leaves
to fall. He then called, “O Aby Dharr!”

I replied, “Yes, O Messenger of Allah.”

He said, “When a Muslim prays sincerely to Allah, his sins drop from him just as the leaves
are dropping from this tree.”

(Ahmad)

6. Abu Malik Al Ashja’i reported his father as saying, “Whenever q man accepted Islam, the
first thing the Prophet (saw) would teach him was the prayer.”
(Al Bazzar, At Tabarani)

7. Abu Hurayrah reported that the Messenger of Allah (saw) said, “The first of his actions
Jor which a servant of Allah will be held accountable on the Day of Resurrection will be his
prayers. If they are in order, then he will have prospered and succeeded; but if they are
deficient, then he will have Jailed and lost. If there is something defective in his obligatory
prayers, then His Lord wil] say,

“See if my servant has any Ndfil (extra) prayers with which may be completed that which
was defective in his obligatory prayers. Then the rest of his actions will be Judged in a
similar fashion.”

(Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud)
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