
The Prophet & The Qur’an

#12: Surat al-Fatiha as a two-way 

conversation between 

God and Human



Jesus Christ explains Qur’anic terms!

(Tafsir Tabari #147)

The Messenger of God said: Truly, Jesus, son 

of Mary, said:

Al-Rahman is the All-Merciful of the Hereafter 

and of this world;

Al-Raheem is the Most Merciful of the 

Hereafter.



Hadith Qudsi – Sahih Muslim #395



Hadith Qudsi – Sahih Muslim #395



This hadith qudsi was transmitted by a

man on his sick bed!

Sufyan [bin ‘Uyaynah] said: al-

’Ala’ bin Ya’qub narrated this 

hadith to me when I entered 

upon him whilst he was sick at 

home, and I asked him about 

this hadith.



Hadith Qudsi – Sahih Muslim #395









Do we recite Fatiha behind the imam?

◼ Never – Hanafi (complete silence)

◼ Yes, always – Shafi’i & many Hadith 

scholars

◼ Only in quiet prayers/rak’ats, not in loud

ones

❑ Initial Shafi’i

❑ Shaybani (student of Abu Hanifa – endorsed by 

Mulla Ali al-Qari and other Hanafis, eg Lucknowi)

❑ Zuhri, Malik, Ibn al-Mubarak, Ahmad bin Hanbal

❑ Ibn Taymiyyah, Albani



Do we recite Fatiha behind the imam?

◼ The Sahaba (Companions of the Prophet) 

disagreed – the Imams reflected this diversity

◼ Hadiths on the subject appear contradictory

◼ Fanaticism leads to disputes & even takfir

◼ E.g. the fabricated hadith: “Whoever recites 

behind the imam, his mouth is filled with fire.”

◼ Many madhhabi brothers and sisters do not 

know their own Madhhab, or the diverse 

range of intra-Madhhab views



Maliki or Maaliki Yawm-id-Deen ?

◼ The hadith qudsi mentions: When the servant 

says maliki or maaliki yawm-id-deen, God 

says, “My servant has declared My Majesty” 

(majjadani ‘abdi)

◼ This fits better with the reading maliki yawm-

id-deen (King of the Day of Judgment) rather 

than maaliki yawm-id-deen (Owner of the 

Day of Judgment)



Maliki or Maaliki Yawm-id-Deen ?

◼ Most of the classical Qur’an reciters: maliki

(King); a minority: maaliki (Owner)

◼ Tabari: maliki is better because because it 

includes the meaning of maaliki but not vice-

versa, because every King is an 

Owner/Possessor but not every 

Owner/Possessor is a King

◼ Maliki (King) also resonates with maliki-n-nas

& fits the hadith qudsi better: “My servant has 

declared My Majesty”



The hadith qudsi implies that the 

basmalah is not part of Surat al-Fatiha

◼ The first three verses belong to God: 

❑ Human praising God

◼ The middle verse is the meeting point:

❑ “You alone we worship …”

◼ The last three verses: “These belong to My 

Servant, and My Servant shall have what he 

asks for.”

◼ NB: Symmetry of the seven verses of Fatiha



How does God respond to the Fatiha?

◼ Through answers that we are seeking, that 

come to us in prayer

◼ especially prayers done alone in the depths 

of the night

◼ Caliph Omar: “I plan my military manoeuvres 

whilst in prayer (salat).”

◼ LinkedIn professional advice: 

meditate/focus/concentrate to find answers



The Prophet & The Qur’an

#13:

Who are those who received anger 

and those who stray?



Who are those “on whom You 

bestowed your favour” ?
ٰٓئكَِ وَٱلرَسُولَ ٱلَلَّ وَمَن يطُِعِ   ـ نَ ٱلَلُّ أنَْعمََ ٱلذَِينَ مَعَ فأَوُ۟لَ نَ عَليَْهِم م ِ ۧـ ٱلنبَِي ِ

يقِينَ  د ِ لِحِينَ وَٱلشُّهَدَآٰءِ وَٱلص ِ  ـ ٰٓئكَِ وَحَسُنَ  ۚوَٱلصَ  ـ رَفِيقاًأوُ۟لَ

Whoever obeys God and the Messenger: they 

will be with those upon whom God bestowed 

favour: Prophets, Truthful Ones, Martyr-

Witnesses and the Righteous. What a beautiful 

fellowship!

Women, 4:69



Who are “those who received anger” 

and “those who stray” ? (Q 1:7)

◼ Traditionally: the Jews and the Christians 

respectively

◼ The Prophet’s City, Madinah, had Abrahamic 

dialogue, reflected in the Madinan Chapters

◼ How do we understand this in today’s 

multifaith context including interfaith, 

Abrahamic dialogue? 



Islam as the Middle Way between 

Judaism & Christianity
JUDAISM ISLAM CHRISTIANITY

Jesus is not the 

Messiah, Christ

Jesus is the Word of 

God, Spirit of God & 

Messiah / Christ

Jesus Christ is both 

God

and the Son of God

LETTER OF THE LAW

(SABBATH FISHING 

VILLAGE)

LETTER & SPIRIT OF 

THE (ETHICAL) LAW

SPIRIT OF THE LAW

ERRING WITH 

OUTWARD 

KNOWLEDGE

BALANCING INNER & 

OUTER KNOWLEDGE 

WITH ACTION

ERRING WITHOUT 

OUTWARD 

KNOWLEDGE

“People of the Book: 

Do Not Go To Extremes 

in Your Religion”

Women, 4:171

The Last Supper, 5:77

“People of the Book: 

Do Not Go To Extremes 

in Your Religion”

EXOTERISM

(OUTER, LEGALISTIC)

BALANCING 

EXOTERISM & 

ESOTERISM

ESOTERISM 

(INNER, MYSTICAL)



“The Sunnah within Islam is like Islam 

amongst the religions.”
◼ This implies that Islam has “Jewish” (exoteric, 

Wahhabi-Salafi) and “Christian” (esoteric, 

Sufi) tendencies

◼ “When learned people stray, they are like 

Jews. When worshippers stray, they are like 

Christians.”

◼ Former Chief Rabbi of Ireland, David Rosen, 

described himself as a “Jewish Wahhabi”, cf. 

Jewish/Muslim responses to the Trinity

◼ Asin Palacios called Sufism, “Christianised 

Islam” (el islam cristianizado)
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