
The Prophet & The Qur’an #20:

THE DAY THE SHIN IS 

UNVEILED

Surah al-Qalam (The Pen, 68:34-end)



نََّّٰتِ رنبِِِّمۡ عِندن لِلۡمُتَّقِين إِنَّ  ٱلۡمُجۡرمِِ ٱلۡمُسۡلِمِين أنف نننجۡعنلُ ٣٤ٱلنَّعِيمِ جن ٣٥ين كن
كُمُونن كنيۡفن لنكُمۡ منا  ۡ ا فِيهِ لنمن لنكُمۡ إِنَّ ٣٧تندۡرُسُونن فِيهِ ٞ  كِتنَّٰبلنكُمۡ أنمۡ ٣٦تَن

وُنن  نناأنيۡنَّٰن  لنكُمۡ أنمۡ ٣٨تَننيََّّ كُمُ لنمنا لنكُمۡ إِنَّ ٱلۡقِينَّٰمنةِ مِ ي نوۡ بنَّٰلِغنة  إِلَنَّٰ عنلني ۡ ۡ ٣٩ونن تَن
لۡهُمۡ  لِكن زنعِيم  سن مُۡ أنمۡ ٤٠أني ُّهُم بِذنَّٰ آءُ لَن ائِٓهِمۡ بِشُرن ف نلۡينأۡتُوا  شُرنكن انوُا  كن إِن كن

دِقِين  فنلَن جُودِ ٱلسُّ إِلَن ونيدُۡعنوۡنن ٞ  عنن سناقيُكۡشنفُ ي نوۡمن ٤١صنَّٰ
شِعنةً ٤٢ينسۡتنطِيعُونن  رُهُمۡ خنَّٰ قُهُمۡ أنبۡصنَّٰ انوُا  قندۡ ون ۖ  ٞ  ذِلَّةت نرۡهن إِلَن يدُۡعنوۡنن كن

لِمُونن ونهُمۡ ٱلسُّجُودِ  رۡنِ ٤٣سنَّٰ ا فنذن مِِنۡ سنننسۡتندۡرجُِهُمثِ  ٱلۡۡندِيونمنن يُكنذِِبُ بِّنَّٰذن
مُۡ  ونأمُۡلِي٤٤ي نعۡلنمُونن لَن حنيۡثُ  يۡدِيإِنَّ لَن هُم ف ن اٞ  أنجۡرتنسۡ  نلُهُمۡ أنمۡ ٤٥منتِي  كن

قنلُونن ٞ  مَّغۡرنممِِن  هُمُ أنمۡ ٤٦مُّث ۡ رنبِِكن لِۡكُۡمِ فنٱصۡبِۡ ٤٧ينكۡتُ بُونن ف نهُمۡ ٱلۡغنيۡبُ عِندن
دنىَّٰ ونهُون إِذۡ ٱلۡۡوُتِ ونلَن تنكُن كنصناحِبِ  هُۥأنن لَّوۡلَنٓ ٤٨ٞ  منكۡظُومنَن رنكن ٞ  نعِۡمنةتندنَّٰ

لِحِين مِنن ۥفنجنعنلنهُ رنبُّهُۥفنٱجۡت نبنَّٰهُ ٤٩ٞ  منذۡمُومونهُون بِٱلۡعنرنآءِ لننُبِذن رَّبِِهِۦمِِن  ٥٠ٱلصََّّٰ
ادُ  عُوا  رهِِمۡ بِنِبۡصنَّٰ لنيُ زۡلِقُوننكن كنفنرُوا  ٱلَّذِينن ونإِن ينكن إِنَّهُۥوني نقُولُونن ٱلذكِِۡرن لنمَّا سَنِ

لنمِين ٞ  ذِكۡرونمنا هُون إِلََّ ٥١ٞ  لنمنجۡنُون ٥٢لِِلۡعنَّٰ



Surah al-Qalam (The Pen, 68)
34. Truly, for the pious: with their Lord, are 

Gardens of Delight.

35. So, should We treat the submitters (muslimūn) 

like the criminals (mujrimūn) ?

36. What is with you all? How do you all judge?

37. Or do you have a book in which you study …

38. … That truly, you will have therein whatever 

you choose?

39. Or do you have oaths due upon Us, reaching 

the Day of Resurrection, that truly, you will 

have whatever you judge?



Surah al-Qalam (The Pen, 68)

40. Ask them: 

Which of them is a guarantor for that?

41. Or do they have partners [for God]? Then let 

them bring their partners, if they are truthful.

42. The Day the Shin is Unveiled: they will be 

invited to prostrate, but will not be able.

43. Their perceptions downcast, humiliation 

covering them closely: they had been invited to 

prostrate when they were safely able.



Surah al-Qalam (The Pen, 68)

44. So, leave Me and those who belie this 

Message: We shall deal with them gradually, 

from whence they know not.

45. And I grant them respite: Truly, My plan is firm.

46. Or do you [O Muhammad] ask them for a 

reward, so they are burdened by debt?

47. Or do they have the Unseen, so they write?



Surah al-Qalam (The Pen, 68)

48. So, have patience for the Command of your Lord, 

and be not like the Companion of the Fish: when he 

called out in distress.

49. Had Grace from his Lord not overtaken him, he 

would have been flung onto open land, whilst 

censured.

50. Then, his Lord chose him, so made him amongst 

the righteous.

51. And if the disbelievers could, they would trip you up 

or eliminate you with their eyes when they hear the 

Reminder, and they say: truly, he is surely mad.

52. But he is nothing but a Reminder for the Worlds!



Surah al-Qalam (The Pen, 68)

40. The Day the Shin is Unveiled: they will be 

invited to prostrate, but will not be able.

The Day the Shin is Unveiled means:

A Great Light is Unveiled, for which they will fall 

down in prostration. (The Prophet, pbuh)

The Veil (al-Ghitā’) is lifted. (al-Rabee’)



Surah al-Qalam (The Pen, 68)

40. The Day the Shin is Unveiled: they will be 

invited to prostrate, but will not be able.

The Day the Shin is Unveiled means:

A day of war and severity; a great matter; when 

The Command/Matter is Unveiled, and deeds 

are laid bare. Its unveiling is the entrance into 

the Hereafter and the Unveiling of the 

Command for it. It is the severe, terrifying 

matter due to the horrors of the Day of 

Resurrection. It is the most severe, and the 

first, hour of the Day of Resurrection. 

(Ibn ‘Abbas)



Surah al-Qalam (The Pen, 68)

40. The Day the Shin is Unveiled: they will be 

invited to prostrate, but will not be able.

The Day the Shin is Unveiled means:

The People of Ignorantism (Jahiliyyah) used to 

say: War has laid the shin bare. It means: The 

Approach of the Hereafter & The Passing of the 

World. (Ibn ‘Abbas)

The severity and seriousness of the matter. 

(Mujahid)

The severity of the matter. 

(Sa’eed bin Jubayr, Qatadah)

A terrifying, majestic matter. (Qatadah)
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40. Their perceptions downcast, humiliation 

covering them closely: they had been 

invited to prostrate when they were safely 

able.

Invited to prostration means the obligatory 

prayers.

(Ibrahim al-Taymi, Sa’eed bin Jubayr)
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48. So, have patience for the Command of your Lord, 

and be not like the Companion of the Fish: when he 

called out in distress.

Do not be like the Companion of the Fish:

Do not be like him in haste and anger.

Do not be in a hurry like him; do not get angry as he 

did.

(Qatadah)



Surah al-Qalam (The Pen, 68)

48. And if the disbelievers could, they would trip you up 

or eliminate you with their eyes when they hear the 

Reminder, and they say: truly, he is surely mad.

49. But he [or the Qur’an] is nothing but 

a Reminder for the Worlds!

رِهِمَۡليَزُۡلِقوُنكَََ بأِبَۡصََٰ

They would trip you up, make you slip, pierce/stab 

you, eliminate you, with their eyes: a reference to 

the Evil Eye. (Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah, Kalbi, 

Dahhak.)
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